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Township of Harrison Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting
September 24, 2018
Harrison Township Board of Commissioners Regular Public Meeting was called to order at 7:30pm,
September 24, 2018 by Chairman Heasley.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
The minutes of the previous meeting are posted on the Harrison Township website.
Roll Call—Commissioners Bergstrom; Dizard; Heasley; Lilly; and Poston were present. Solicitor Chuck
Means and Engineer Ray Antonelli were present
REMARKS FROM VISITORS
Rich Osiecki: Davis Street, questioned the use of the Block Grant. He expressed that with $500,000, 50
demolitions could be completed. Mr. Dizard explained that the grant is earmarked for economic development
and demolition. The township would front the funds and receive reimbursement. The project is Prevailing
Wage and there will be many requirements. The list of vacant, dilapidated, and condemned properties is being
constructed and a priority list will be published. Request for public input will be sought. Focus will be on the
demolitions that will create the most impact. The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) is initiated at
the federal level, then to the state, then to the county, then in Allegheny, disbursed between 139
municipalities. The township does not anticipate that the funding will cover 50 properties.

Pam Kisiel: Caroline Street, stated her concerns regarding the state of 998 Ivanhoe Street. The property is
abandoned and deteriorating. Ms. Fraser has solicited 3 bids, to date, 2 were received. Because of the
square footage of asbestos, an Abatement is required. The Board will proceed as bids are received.
Karen Wantland: Painter Avenue, revisited her question from the Agenda Meeting regarding voting at Agenda
Meetings. She asked whether the meeting advertisement must state there will be voting. Solicitor Means
assured the citizens that voting does not need to be advertised, as it is a public meeting. Ms. Wantland
questioned how Mr. Grant was hired without a vote at the May 29, 2018 meeting. The Commissioners felt
there had been a vote, and that the minutes may be remiss. Ms. Wantland stated that the minutes are difficult
to read, and she was shocked that voting could take place at an Agenda Meeting. Chairman Heasley stated
he would investigate the action taken on hiring Mr. Grant. Ms. Wantland said she reached out to Township
Manager candidate: J.P. Marino, stating that his resume was complete and above and beyond. She feels that
he has proven himself with his current position and is committed to the community. She asked that he be
considered for the position. Chairman Heasley stated that there were several good candidates and that only
the Board had reviewed the other resumes.
Joshua Nulph: Recreation Board Chairman, spoke about the Harvest Festival that will be held Saturday
October 6, 2018 from noon to 6pm. He thanked Natrona Bottling for their $2000 contribution. The festival will
include a polka band, Miss Freddye, pumpkin carving, caricatures, and a bouncy house at no cost, there will
also be food trucks. This year there was no movie night due to changes in the Highlands School Board and the
limited amount of time to organize and advertise. Mr. Nulph invited anyone with interest to attend eh
Recreational Board meeting the 3rd Tuesday of each month.
Mary Jane Zdila: Linden Street, relayed an incident that recently occurred when 8 sheets of stainless flew off
a box truck. The items were not covered and could have caused damage. Representatives from Allegheny
Ludlum came and retrieved the sheets. Mr. Lilly will speak with the company to assess their procedures. Ms.
Zdila thanked the fire companies for their response to the fire on Linden Street last week.
Joe Spears: Roup Avenue, Brackenridge, spoke regarding the ‘cut list’ he obtained. He visited each of the 59
properties and felt it would be a major cost to clean them up enough to have them demolished. His estimate
was $35,000 to $40,000 and 6 weeks of work. Some are broken into and have rats, rodents, trash, and
insects. Chairman Heasley stated that it is a different type of job than grass cutting at this point. He suggested
a priority list and felt there was no need to clean up the properties that are to be demolished.
Norbert Cieslinski: Sylvan Avenue, questioned if tenants have been cited, and if there are squatters or drugs
involved. Mr. Dizard reiterated that we will have $500,000 to aid with this issue. There will be time consuming
issues with prioritizing, identifying ownership, rentals, occupancy, and condition. Last year many of the
properties required a lawn mower and weed whacker, this year it is much more. Mr. Cieslinski spoke of 44
Pine Street, where Meals on Wheels will no longer deliver food. The property is being rented without an
inspection. When Mr. Cieslinski worked in the Zoning office, the owner was taken to court and the township
was awarded the case. The owner however did not clean anything up but sold the property. He questioned
how the property was sold with an open guilty verdict and a lien letter against it. Since writing lien letters is not
a Zoning and Ordinance issue, Ms. Fraser redirected the question to the board. Solicitor Means stated that
cash sales sometimes proceed without our knowledge. Ms. Fraser noted that 44 Pine Street is being
monitored and is in a 60-day window for citations. Mr. Cieslinski stated that the office had received push back
from realtors regarding occupancy certificates. Ms. Fraser explained that occupancy certificates are being
recorded as change of use or renovation occurs. We cannot retroactively enforce them. Mr. Cieslinski felt the
Zoning office may be selectively enforcing the ordinances. Solicitor Means stated that is not an issue and the

selective enforcement theory does not equate with the rate of success. He felt that a starting place is chosen,
and we move on from there. No township can effectively fix every problem, and that no one is intentionally
being ignored.
Danielle Rotto: Melrose Avenue, felt there was a miscommunication between her and the Zoning office
regarding her son moving into the upper floor of her business. Ms. Fraser explained that there is a distinction
between a Zoning Certificate and a Building Permit. The township engineer: NIRA, determines fees
associated with Building Permits. It was explained to Ms. Rotto that when placing a residential use above a
commercial use, there are many requirements and regulations. Ms. Rotto said that she had spent thousands
of dollars and felt that everyone should be subject to the same scrutiny.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Fire and Property and Grants: Ms. Bergstrom
Citizens Hose Fire Company had 16 fire calls; 218 EMS calls.
Harrison Hills Fire Company had 19 fire calls and 8 hours of training.
Hilltop Hose Fire Company attended 16 alarms and participated in 2 drills with other companies. They
are waiting for paperwork for the training section in October at the Jobs Hole section. They hope to include all
3 companies.
An $85,000 grant for handicap ramps will be accepting bids October 1, 2018.
The concession stand construction is continuing.
The decision for a $100,000 CITF grant has been delayed.

Finance: Gary Lilly
The September bills for general supplies are $89,024.90. A motion was made by Mr. Dizard; seconded
by Mr. Poston; and passed unanimously to pay this amount.
The bond account is $15,024.94.
The board was asked to ratify bills for $70,933.58. Mr. Dizard created a motion that was seconded by
Mr. Poston and was carried unanimously to ratify the bills.

Zoning and Ordinance: Chuck Dizard
This month 33 inspections were done, with 13 passing and 23 failing, generating $1,525.
There were 314 complaints this month, comprised of 17 Accumulation; 27 Demolition candidates; 69
High Grass and Weeds; 86 Maintenance; 27 Unregistered Rentals; & 59 Vacant Properties.

It was explained that the township cannot place liens on properties if federal funds are used. Properties
are owned by the owner, even if the township acts on the property.
Bids are being accepted for the demolition of 998 Ivanhoe Street. A motion was made by Mr. Dizard;
seconded by Mr. Lilly; and passed unanimously for Ms. Fraser to accept a satisfactory bid not to exceed
$15,000.

Public Safety: William Poston
Police report
230

Phone calls to records office

61

Traffic violations

394

Support & service calls

21

Non-Traffic violations

8

Traffic accidents

1

Ordinance violations

12

Adult Misdemeanor/Felony arrests

8

Parking violations

Total receipts $3879.54;

Total disbursements $568.88

The department has received a matching donation of $856 from Sieta Jewelers to recognize the efforts
of Miss Kathleen Bastine and her lemonade stand. A thank you letter from Chief Klein was sent.

Public Works: William Heasley
School zone lanes have been painted.
25 dump trucks; 100 tons of gravel have been taken to Sycamore & River.
Catch basins were installed on Sumner, Central, Fairmont, and Dearborn Streets.
Grass was cut throughout the township.
The street sweeper has been used daily and will continue weather permitting.
Mudslides on Karns Road were dealt with. The rain so far for this year is 40”.

Jim Erb: Citizens Hose, asked if there is a plan to hire an additional secretary since Faith’s retirement.
Chairman Heasley stated that Susan is doing a great job, but once the manager is in place, the situation will
be re-evaluated.
Chairman Heasley introduced Resolution No. 1790-Entering into a Consent for Access Agreement with
the DEP to access a certain portion of Springhill Road. Motion made by Mr. Poston; Seconded by Ms.
Bergstrom; and passed without opposition.
Resolution No. 1793-Amending the fee required under Chapter 11, Housing, Part 2, landlord licensing
and tenant conduct, Section 207 was discussed. A motion to decrease the fee from $50 to $25 when the is

re-inspected within 6 months, due to new tenants, was made by Mr. Dizard; seconded by Mr. Lilly; and passed
unanimously.
Resolution No. 1794-Authorizing the distribution of 2018 State Aid for Fire Relief Association was
introduced. Ms. Bergstrom stated that the amount is $45,470.51 and made the motion to accept the
Resolution; Mr. Lilly seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
Resolution No. 1795-Appointment of a Township Manager, with an annual salary of $80,000 was
discussed. Chairman Heasley announced that Mr. J.P. Marino had been offered the position pending his
acceptance of the contract and a back-ground investigation. The motion made by Mr. Dizard and seconded by
Mr. Lilly was passed unanimously and with applause from the attendees.
Resolution No. 1796-Appoint J.P. Marino the Harrison Township Local Service Tax Collector and Chief
Administrative Officer for the Police Pension and Non-Uniformed Pension Plans pending acceptance of the
Township Manager position was put into Motion by Mr. Dizard; seconded by Mr. Lilly and passed without
opposition.
Resolution No. 1797-Repealing Resolution No. 1785 authorizing Permit Parking along Poplar Street
was passed unanimously, after a motion was made by Ms. Bergstrom and seconded by Mr. Dizard.
Resolution No. 1798-Entering into an Agreement with Pashek+MTR Ltd. for the preparation of the
Comprehensive Plan was accepted without opposition. A motion was made by Mr. Dizard and seconded by
Mr. Lilly.
Resolution No. 1799-Authorizing and directing distribution of State Aid to the Police and
Non-Uniformed Pension Plans for the year 2018 was enacted by motion, made by Ms. Bergstrom, seconded
by Mr. Lilly and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Mr. Dizard; seconded by Mr. Lilly and passed unanimously to appoint J.P.
Marino as the Right to Know Officer for Harrison Township-pending acceptance of Township Manager
position.
Mr. Dizard made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Lilly and passed without opposition to authorize
State Pipe Services, Inc. to perform the sanitary sewer slip-lining project on Roosevelt Street and to approve
the quoted price of $70.00 per Lineal Foot to slip-line and $1000 each to connect laterals. The project will be
funded by the Bond Account.
Mr. Antonelli requested a brief executive board session after the meeting. The Township Engineer’s
report is attached.
Highlights are:
2018 Road Program
Pitt Alley & Lane Avenue Storm Sewer Project
CDBG Natrona curb ramps
CDBG pre-application
Natrona sewer system improvements

ADA curb ramps at eight locations
Building demolitions
EPA consent order involving the Infiltration & Inflow Elimination Program
Proposed Silver Lake expansion and hiking trail
Chestnut street partial sewer separation project
A motion made by Mr. Dizard and seconded by Ms. Bergstrom carried unanimously to extend Savvy
Citizen for another month. Currently, there are 1000 subscribers. Once the Township Manager is in place the
App subscription will be re-evaluated.
An Executive session was scheduled for after the meeting
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm by motion of Ms. Bergstrom; second by Mr. Poston; and carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Jody L Lamison

__________________________
Township Secretary

________________________________
Chairman: Board of Commissioners

