Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Meeting
April 25, 2022

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
6:00 p.m. by Chairman Gary Meanor.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call - Gary Meanor, Chuck Dizard, Eric Bengel, Jim Erb, Jamie Nee and Township Manager
John Pallone responded to roll call. Township Solicitor Charles Means was also present.

Ch. Meanor noted that County Executive Rich Fitzgerald recognized and acknowledged the
service of local government officials, congratulating each official for their service, and it's a
2022 Banner Community.

Mr. Pallone thanked all of the volunteers that participated in Earth Day on April 23, 2022. Mr.
Pallone also advised that the sewer line replacement on Dallas Avenue is complete, and the
street will be paved this summer. Mr. Pallone announced that the Natrona Community Park
now has a Port-a-John on site, and will be there for the summer months.

Mr. Pallone advised that there is a late addition item on the agenda. We need to amend the
agenda to include a motion to approve 2022 Trail Development with the Redevelopment
Authority. It's an opportunity for the Township to secure a $335,00 grant to improve the bike
and walking trail corridor. There are some ancillary costs that will come back to the Township,
and we’ll be responsible for the audit that will be $2,500, and we’ll be responsible for
engineering costs, and | don’t know how much that might be. We need a motion to add this to
the agenda. Dr. Bengel made a motion to add the above mentioned item to this agenda.
Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard gave a report on the items picked up on Earth Day collection.

Mr. Pallone stated that he’s completed his first 25 days on the job, and I'm very pleased and
honored to serve. My first 48 hours, we had the emergency on Dallas Avenue. I’'m looking
forward to continuing to serve. Thanks again.

Remarks from visitors

Nancy Crum, Treasurer for Natrona Hose said it was an honor to participate in the Earth Day
cleanup. She thanked the Commissioners and the Public Works Department for their

participation in the event, that was a huge success.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the bills payable for April 2022 in the amount of
$62,290.26 to be paid from the General Fund. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.



Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the bills payable for April 2022 in amount of $16,102.95
to be paid from the Bond Account. Seconded by Mrs. Nee. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the paid bills to be ratified for March 2022 in the amount
of $81,362.89. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Erb made a motion to approve the March 28, 2022 Regular Meeting minutes. Seconded by
Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 1898 approving the Collective Bargaining
Agreement between the Township of Harrison and the American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees for the period January 1, 2022 to December 31, 2023 and to
authorize the appropriate Board Officers to execute the CBA. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion
carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 1899 to declare the severe damaged caved
sewer line along Dallas Avenue as an emergency and in need of immediate repair at a cost not
to exceed $93,000. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to retain the services of State Pipe Services to repair and replace the
damaged sewer line along Dallas Avenue for the cost of $93,000. Seconded by Mr. Erb. Motion
carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the Cash Escrow Agreement for the Temporary Grading
Performance Security with the Penn Allegheny Coal Co. n/k/a Tesone Land Co. and David
Tesone Group to obtain a Temporary Grading Permit for the following parcels: 1678-E-220 and
1678-E-15-01. Seconded by Mrs. Nee. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the Temporary Grading Permit for the Penn Allegheny
Coal Co. n/k/a Tesone Land Co. and David Tesone Group to allow placement of excavated fill
material across the following parcels: 1678-E-220 and 1678-E-15-01. Seconded by Mr. Dizard.
Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the application for Subdivision/Land Development for
the Silver Lake Park Trail and Expansion Project and the approve the Subdivision/Land
Development Review Application MPC 502(b) County Advisory. Seconded by Mrs. Nee. Motion
carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the pre-application for review of a preliminary plan
before Fawn Township Planning Commission for development and site improvements of the
donated real property referred to as Silver Lake and to release the application payment in
amount of $930.00. Seconded by Mr. Erb. Motion carried.



Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the Developer’s Agreement for Site Improvements and
Expansion of the property known as #1 Cochran Parts Distribution Center for parcels 2395-P-82-
1 and 2395-P-82-2. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel asked if this parcel is on Freeport Road or on their property? Mr. Dizard advised that
it'’s on their property on Route 908.

Mr. Erb made a motion to approve and authorize the Allegheny Valley North Council of
Governments to release Partial Payment Application No. 1 to Ron Gillette, Inc. in the amount of
$16,427.25 from the Community Development Block Grant 2020 Safe Neighborhood
Demolitions Grant. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the Act 152 Blight Removal Program, Project Application
with Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, in the amount not to exceed $250,000 for the Demolition
of Blighted Properties within the Township. Seconded by Mrs. Nee. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to adopt Concurring Resolution No. 1900 in support of the Act 152 —
Blight Removal Program Project Application with Allegheny County, PA, in the amount not to
exceed $250,000 for Demolition of Blighted Properties within the Township. Seconded by Mrs.
Nee. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 1901 Slums and Blight in support of the Act
152 — Blight Removal Program, Project Application with Allegheny County, PA, in the amount
not to exceed $250,000 for Demolition of Blighted Properties within the Township. Seconded
by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to authorize NIRA Consulting Engineers, Inc. to address the
remediation project at the Natrona Basketball Court with Pete Jeffrey Associates. Seconded by
Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Erb said | don’t know if there was an agreement before this point, | know there was a
meeting with the Township and the contractor. Why are the fees on the Township? | don’t see
why the Township should be on the hook for any additional fees.

Dr. Bengel said | think this is just allowing our Engineer to look into this, we’re not agreeing to
any fees.

Mr. Pallone said he had a brief discussion with the contractor and he has some questions, and
would like to talk to our Engineer about it, and see if we can determine who is at fault. Clearly
the Township is not at fault. We need to find out what is causing the puddling on the court.
This would authorize me to take up some time of NIRA. My understanding is that there was a
meeting some time ago, and someone from the Township made the overture that the
Township would be interested in sharing this cost, even though it’s not our fault.



Mr. Erb stated that the initial cost was around $115,00.

Mr. Dizard made a motion authorize the Western PA Conservancy to submit a Grant Application
for the Watershed Restoration and Protection Program for the proposed project at the corner
of Pleasantville Road and Burtner Road. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard said that Western PA Conservancy is working with the tree committee, and has put
together a grant that will be submitted at the end of May, and will be under Western PA
Conservancy’s name, for $300,000 with 15% matching funds will not come from the Township.
This deals with storm water and a rain garden. This project will be coordinated with PennDot,
they have to provide a land use agreement. The Township is asked to provide support
endorsement for the project, and the requirement that the grant will have is that the Township
have a maintenance agreement to clean out the leaves and the debris that come in. Randy
Martinka has looked at the agreement and said it’s not a big deal. The grant has a $40,000
maintenance fund that will provide $2,000 a year to the Township for twenty years to pay for
the Public Works time to clean out the debris. They would need a letter of support from the
Board of Commissioners.

Dr. Bengel said you said $2,000 a year for maintenance. |just don’t want to get in a jam where
it’s costing us five or six thousand dollars a year. | haven’t had time to review the letters of
endorsement. | have no problem with authorizing a grant application. Are we agreeing to all of
that with this motion?

Mr. Pallone said it’s my understanding that we’re applying for the grant, and at any time, the
Township can withdraw from the grant.

Mr. Dizard said the Township isn’t applying for this grant, Western PA Conservancy is and our
role is a letter stating that we support them doing that.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the application for Allegheny County Economic
Development for grant funding from the Trail Development Fund for the Harrison Township
Biking-Walking Corridor, Phase 2 Construction, along Mile Lock Lane to JP Marino Boulevard
and for upgrading traffic signals at Alabama Avenue and Princeton Avenue. Seconded by Dr.
Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard said this is a County grant that was announced two weeks ago. The deadline is May
13, It is money through the American Rescue Plan. It has to be focused on planning or
construction on a project that relates to the Three Rivers Heritage River Trails. It is a shovel
ready requirement, the County will announce the award in June. The contract has to commit
that the work will be physically done no later than December 2023. The minimum bid for the
project is $250,000. I'm working with Don Trant to put things together. This grant requires
that the Township do an audit of the project at the end. Typically that’s budgeted at $2,500.
For the Engineer to put together the bid package, is not a reimbursable expense of the grant.
I'm recommending the budget for that not to exceed $8,000.



Dr. Bengel asked what are we accomplishing with this? What projects are we looking at?

Mr. Dizard said it’s the original plans from Mile Lock Lane to JP Marino Boulevard. There will be
few easements required, in front of Butch’s Sound Shack and Two Eight to put the sidewalks in,
which is a reimbursable expense. There will be some share the road lanes.

Dr. Bengel said not that | want to turn down grant money, but except for the traffic lights at
Alabama and Princeton, that’s all I'm seeing we need. You don’t ride bikes on the sidewalk.

Mr. Dizard said right now there’s no sidewalks, this is a walking/biking trail. The real
advantage is the wheel chairs and the pedestrians.

Dr. Bengel said | thought sidewalks are the responsibility of the property owners.
Mr. Pallone said the sidewalk restriction is on new construction.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the 2022 Trail Fund Application with the Redevelopment
Authority of Allegheny County, the amount not to exceed $335,341.44 for the development
and construction of the Hasrrison Township Biking/Walking Trail Corridor along Broadview
Booulevard from Mile Lock Lane to JP Marino Boulevard, including the concurring Resolution,
the application, certification and acknowledgment of ther 2022 Trail guidelines and
instructions. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried, changing the amount to $345,000.

Mr. Dizard said | would like to make a motion to amend the dollar value to not exceed 345,000.

Mr. Pallone said there has been no motion made, so we can change the amount. With every
grant application, there’s always an in kind contribution.

Dr. Bengel said so we’re already putting money into this, because Don Trant doesn’t work for
free.

Mr. Dizard said correct.
Remarks from visitors

Bill Godfrey from Natrona Comes Together, welcomed John Pallone, and thanked Jamie Nee
and Chuck Dizard for helping with the Earth Day cleanup. He said he feels positive this Board
will do a lot of positive things.

Tricia Ritchie, Building Blocks of Natrona said she has a letter to submit to the Board. We want
to thank the Police, Fire EMS for helping out on a recent emergency. The ambulance crew were
wonderful, kind, compassionate and professional. We not only want their actions to be
recognized here, we also request a copy of this letter to be placed in their personnel files.



Regarding the Natrona Park, | have a grant that is due on Friday. For the May Outreach and the
summer food program, is our organization going to be allowed to use the window and serve
food from the concession stand? We would be willing to take a picture of the window rolled
down, and submit it to whoever you want us to. For accountability, we have to screenshot our
paperwork everyday. | need to know tonight if we’ll be able to do that. May 18 is our health
and resource fair, we need electricity turned on and to be able to be inside the concession
stand. The food program is June 6" Monday through Friday and ends July 29", In the past, I've
had to sit out in the sun protecting the food for 1 % hours because we weren’t allowed in the
concession stand.

Mr. Godfrey said why weren’t you allowed? Ms. Ritchie said because you told me | wasn’t
allowed.

Mr. Pallone asked that they both address their comments to the Board, and act appropriately.

Mrs. Nee said she’s come up with some things that need to be addressed. Scheduling and the
keys. The Park is owned and supposed to be operated by Harrison Township, so we need to
take ownership of that. We need to post a calendar.

Ms. Ritchie said the Health and Resource Fair is May 18™. I’'m asking for permission to roll up
the window and serve from the counter.

Mr. Pallone asked if between 3 pm until 8 pm would accommodate your needs? Access to the
concession stand includes the window. We will take care of May 18™. You can contact me at
the office, and he gave her his email address.

Ms. Ritchie asked who does she call if there are any problems on May 18™. Manager advised
that we’ll establish that over the next several days.

Mr. Godfrey said anything she has said about us is untrue.

Frances Brown asked if the Silver Lake project has anything to do with Brian Clark? There was
another project that he started years ago that he was supposed to develop.

Mr. Dizard said the only thing that’s involved in that sense is the property that’s being donated
to the Township is coming from the Developer.

Mrs. Brown spoke regarding 32-34 River Avenue, and asked what can the Township do for a
citizen who has complained to the owner about all the trees on his property. | have leaves on
my roof and in my gutters and sap on the side of my house and killed my flowers. The owner
said he can’t afford to cut them down. What can the Township do for me?



Attorney Means said it’s a matter between two private properties. If branches are growing on
your property, over the property line, you can remove them. Other than that, you have to
work with the person.

Mr. Pallone said if you're going to engage in self help, | would suggest you give them written
notice that you’re going to do that.

Scott Slezak said I'm here tonight as Chairman of the Planning Commission. I’'m not a fan of the
format for the remarks from visitors. I'm a resident of Dallas Avenue and I'd like to thank you
for the quick attention regarding the sewer line. The Planning Commission has been
deliberating swimming pools in the Township. The Planning Commissions scope is limited, and
some in ground pools are a danger to our children. We have some proposals that we want to
make that would require Board action. Just wanted to let you know that’s been a discussion,
and may be sending a proposal to you.

Norb Cieslinski asked questions regarding items 18, 19 and 20 on the agenda. Those are all Act
152 motions, why are we limiting the amount not to exceed $250,000.

Mr. Pallone advised that ‘s the limit of the grant. That’s the most we can ask for.

Mrs. Nee said that some of her constituents provided a list of properties that they are
concerned with, and she’ll share the information with the Board.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to adjourn the Meeting. Seconded by Mrs. Nee. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
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