Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
April 26, 2021

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
6:00 P.M. by Chairman William Heasley, via remote zoom conference call.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call = William Heasley, Gary Meanor, Eric Bengel, Gary Lilly, and Chuck Dizard were
present. The Solicitor was also present.

Remarks from Visitors:

Trisha Ritchie thanked the Commissioner’s for permitting the Health and Resource Fair at the
Natrona Park. More than seventy residents came, received free Narcan, and other free items
provided by various agencies. We’re planning another event in the fall, and anticipate the
attendance to double. She also thanked the Public Works Department and the Police Chief for
the police patrols in the area. The concession stand was broken in to, and Darryl said that due
to poor lighting, you couldn’t see anything on the video camera. I'd like the Commissioner’s to
consider better lighting and new video cameras around the concession stand and pavilion area.
We would like ring door bells at the door and the two roll down windows, and on the inside of
the windows we need a slide bolt with a lock that has a key, and Darryl would be the only one
that would have the key.

Robin Bergstrom offered to talk with anyone that wants information on the bike trail that is to
go through Natrona. We did have public meetings about this in the past.  Gary Meanor said
he will reach out to Robin to discuss the bike trail.

Ch. Heasley said that he had a gentleman call him that was upset that he was never notified and
knew nothing about the trail going along the river bank. The meeting on May 5" will explain
everything that is being proposed, and answer any of their concerns.

Autumn Monaghan said | want to be clear about the meeting. It was supposed to be about
redoing the kayak parking lot and not about the whole riverfront trail. The parking lot is time
sensitive. There’s a deadline for the grant.

Township Manager Rich Hill said it’s a combination of both.

Manager Hill reviewed the information included in his Manager’s Report with the Board.



Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the bills payable for April 2021 in the amount of
$160,081.02, to be paid from the General Fund. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the bills payable for April 2021 in the amount of
$49,194.60 to be paid from the Bond Account. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the paid bills to be ratified for March, 2021 in the amount
of $81,999.12. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Award the 2021 Road Paving Program to the low bidder, Tresco Paving Corp. for $377,337.45 as
approve by the Engineer. Mr. Dizard made a motion to accept this bid. Seconded by Mr.
Meanor. Motion carried.

Manager Hill advised that the budgeted amount was about $379,000, with our contingencies it
was about $430,000.

Resolution No. 1873 — Approve the Allegheny County 2020 Hazard Mitigation Plan as the official
Hazard Mitigation Plan of the Township of Harrison. Dr. Bengel made a motion to adopt this
Resolution. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1874 — Attachment A — Concurring Resolution: To formally request Act 152
funds from the Allegheny County Economic Development for Demolition Projects. Mr. Dizard
made a motion to adopt this Resolution. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1875 — Attachment C — Demolition Slums and Blight Resolution for the Allegheny
County Economic Development, through Act 152 Program. Mr. Dizard made a motion to adopt
this Resolution. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard asked if the Commissioner’s would receive a list of the properties to be included in
this project. Manager Hill said yes, that the Code Office has rated and listed the worst
properties.

Resolution No. 1876 — Approve Agreement with the County of Allegheny to enter into a lease
with respect to the County’s Harrison Hills Park pursuant to the PA Municipal Waste Planning,
Recycling and Waste Reduction Act of 1988 for the operation of a leaf composting site. Mr.
Dizard made a motion to adopt this Resolution. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Ch. Heasley said that we had talked about Waste Management and senior citizens getting a
discount on their bill, have you had any discussion with Waste Management regarding that?

Manager Hill said | apologize, | have not, | will have information posted on the website. |
haven’t had any calls.



Township Secretary Susan Motosicky advised that she posted the information on the website
regarding the senior citizen discount program.

Dr. Bengel thanked everyone that came out and helped with the clean up on the past Saturday,
and he thanked Supt. Randy Martinka also. He asked about the meeting the Township had
with the people from Alsco Park, and when they would begin repair on the tennis courts.

Mr. Meanor said that when they left, they were still waiting for the paving company to show
up. They need a stretch of weather where the temperature wouldn’t drop below 50 degrees.

Dr. Bengel said we were asked by Community Development Corporation that’s being put
together by Faith Community Partners, to have two people from the Township to be put on the
advisory committee. | know the CDC has appointed the receiver of the Plaza to be on the
committee. | think it's important to have some representation if there’s going to be meetings
and get togethers about improving Harrison Township. Even though we can’t be an entity that
expends money to the CDC, | want to know if there’s an issue with making appointments to that
advisory committee.

Attorney Mueller said | don’t think it’s a conflict of interest. If they had a project and it was
coming before the Board of Commissioners, and if you were to appoint a Commissioner, we
would need to see if that member would need to recuse himself.

Dr. Bengel said Chuck, you’re on that Advisory Board, you’re on the Trust of Faith Community
Partners, right?

Mr. Dizard said yes, I'm not formally on the Community Development Corporation Advisory, |
participate, but I'm not on the counsel itself.

Dr. Bengel said so the participation is through being a trustee of Faith Community Partners. I've
had conversation with a real estate agent, Wally Czekalski. He’s a longtime Harrison Township
resident and he knows real estate, and he’s willing to be on this committee, and also to have
Gary Meanor on this committee.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to appoint Wally Czekalski and Gary Meanor to serve on the
Community Development Corporation Advisory Board, representing Harrison Township. Mr.
Dizard seconded this motion. Motion carried.

Attorney Mueller stated that if an issue would come before the Board to give money, Gary may
have to abstain from voting.

Dr. Bengel said | know the Plaza is in bankruptcy, not sure how it works. It was brought to my
attention that a tenant made application to rent space there, it was a large tenant for retail
space, and the people from the Plaza basically said there wasn’t anything available, up near the
First Commonwealth section. This is a retail establishment, it’s zoned for retail. | noticed that



there’s not signage up anywhere. Can we ask the bankruptcy court for information on who has
made inquiries. Is that public information? I'd like to make sure that the receiver is doing
everything in his power to rent space. I'm not sure if that’s happening and Id like to find out.
It’s something I’'m concerned about. We need to get those spaces rented.

Attorney Mueller said I'll check into it and I'd be happy to send you anything that has been filed
with the Courts that would show any efforts that the receiver is taking to rent space. The
Township can reach out to the receiver, however he doesn’t have to provide it. The documents
filed by the receiver may be under seal.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to reappoint Gary Kesicki and Thomas Cajka to four year terms to
serve on the Harrison Township Planning Commission. These appointments will expire on the
first Monday in May 2025. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard spoke about the $100,000 CITF grant to do a partial sidewalk and bicycle/pedestiran
trail up around the Hi-Rise and connect where the Springhill Road project is. We have to turn in
a new scope of work and get an easement from the County. What is the timing on having that
done?

Manager Hill said | spoke to Robin Bergstrom today. Mackin Engineering is supposed to send
information. I’'m concerned about is what the Township cost will be. Robin said there will be a
$2,000 fee that the Township will have to pay to the Counsel of Governments for the
administration of the grant. It’s not clear what the Public Works Department responsibility will
be when this is done. We need to know what the easement will cost us, and some of the
project property is not Township property. | went over some of this with Randy, and we’re
concerned about what the Township’s responsibility will be. The Township does not have all
of the equipment to do and maintain this project. There’s about $2,000 left over from the
$100,000 we've spent on the design work. There’s questions about what this is going to cost
the Township.

Mr. Dizard asked, will this be done in time for the May Regular Meeting, in order to meet
whatever the County obligations have or make revisions to the Budget? If the information isin,
we have a meeting on May 5%, we could act on it then.

Manager Hill said he didn’t know, and it depends on what the timelines are and when we
receive the information.

Mr. Dizard said | raised last month, and | sent by email to the Board and to Rich, | would like to
see that the Township posts on our website, information that the Township should have
available on a transparency basis. As | said last month and reported to the Board, if you look at
other municipalities, and our neighbor, Tarentum posts financial, budgets, bills, audits, police
contracts, public works contracts, etc. I’'m suggesting that we post our Planning Commission
minutes. | know that they do minutes of every meeting. I’'m also proposing that we post the
monthly financial report. The Commissioner’s do receive it, but it should be posted. | think we



should have our Audit posted for 2018 and 2019 when it’s done, and all of the departments
monthly reports, in the interest of transparency.

Manager Hill said | need direction from the Board. I've been here for two and half years, and
I've never had that request from anybody. I'd like direction from the Board. I've been an
auditor for thirty years, and | really don’t know of any organization that posts that information.

Susan Motosicky said I’'ve been here for many many years, and I've never had anyone ever
request that kind of information. It’s here, if anyone would like to see it. All they have to do is
file a right to know, or ask for the information.

Mr. Dizard said | have a different view of that. People go to the website and it’s not on there
so they don’t know to ask for it. I've raised this in emails, and | get no feedback. It needs to be
available to the public, and more people will start to look at the website when this information
is on there. | make a motion that this information be posted on the Township website.

Ch. Heasley said posting all of this information, we might have to look at hiring someone to run
our website. There’s other issues that are more important for the Township, than posting all of

these reports.

Mr. Dizard said all we have to do is send an email to the website, and they do the posting.
There’s no additional effort on the Township’s part, to post these things on the website.

Chief Mike Klein said | have a question. I'm curious... Mr. Dizard is the Township representative
for the Sewage Authority. Does he provide you gentlemen reports from the Sewage Authority,
written reports? Are we posting that to the website? He goes to a whole lot of “side”
meetings, but it’s only about everyone else that the transparency is about.

No one replied to Chief Klein’s comment. Chief Klein said so noted.

Ch. Heasley said we’ll discuss this further. It's not falling on deaf ears, we’ll see what’s
necessary.

Susan Motosicky said it’s as simple as someone filing a right to know or asking for the
information. We're very transparent here.

Ch. Heasley said I’'m curious to know how many people go on Tarentum’s website to look at
reports.

Mr. Lilly said there is still a motion on the floor.

Mr. Meanor said we need to discuss this and put it to bed, one way or another.



Mr. Dizard said I'll keep the motion on the floor. Mr. Lilly said I'll vote on it. It sounds like
someone wants to hide something. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Ch. Heasley called for a roll call
vote. Ch. Heasley no. Mr. Meanor no. Dr. Bengel no. Mr. Dizard yes. Mr. Lilly yes.

Motion did not pass. Ch. Heasley said we will discuss this further.

Mr. Meanor said when | get back in to town, I'm going to meet with Bill Rudolph at the Honor
Roll to discuss lighting. And | can go to Natrona Park and look at lighting and security cameras
for the area.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion
carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:01 p.m.
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