Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
August 24, 2020

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
6:00 p.m. by Chairman William Heasley.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call = William Heasley, Gary Meanor, Eric Bengel, Gary Lilly and Chuck Dizard responded to
roll call. The Solicitor and Engineer were not present.

Mr. Meanor made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 27, 2020 Regular Meeting.
Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Remarks from visitors:

Linda Gromley said | applied for the side yard program for the property at 75 River Avenue.

I've been working with Louis down at the County, and | found out just recently that it’s up for
sheriff sale, to Henrietta O’brian, who has the business next door to that property. | don't
understand what’s happening with this mix up. Chuck Dizard knew very well that | was going to
purchase that property. | came before the Board several months ago and said that | was going
to purchase that property, and turn the other side of my duplex into a café, and | wanted to get
that house torn down and make that a parking lot for my business. | never heard anything
about a sheriff sale. There’s never been anything posted on the building, so | was unaware,
until just recently, that a sheriff sale was started. | want to know what | can do to stop the
sheriff sale of 75 River Avenue, since I've already started the process with the side yard
program.

Ch. Heasley said | don’t know if you can stop the sheriff sale, you could bid on it.

Manager Rich Hill said | just found out that this was up for sheriff sale. We had approved the
sheriff sale of some properties down there, but 75 River Avenue wasn’t listed. Back in February
2019, it was initiated, Chuck had talked to Jason at Keystone Collections, and it was started in
February 2019. Nobody seemed to know that this was going on. Unfortunately, Louis that you
had talked to, wasn’t aware of this. For the Township to reverse this, it would cost about
$5,000. Keystone Collections has the right to sheriff sale any property.

Mr. Dizard said 75 River Avenue, to my knowledge, was never included in the sheriff sale. The
only ones were the three adjacent properties. The side lot application that we have before us
tonight, if we approve it, does that not take precident over the sheriff sale?

Mr. Hill said there was an initiation for sheriff sale by you, with Jason, to start the sheriff sale on
75 River Avenue.



Mr. Dizard said to my knowledge, 75 River Avenue was never part of that discussion.

Mr. Hill said | can show you the email. You sent Jason an email introducing him to Henrietta,
and you asked that there be a sheriff sale started on 75 River Avenue in February 2019.

Mr. Dizard said | don’t remember that, but if there’s an email then you're right. To my
knowledge it was to be Mr. Kubla’s property. Keystone can take anything if someone
approaches them. Does the side yard application take priority over sheriff sale?

Mr. Hill said it does not. They should have realized that this filing was done. According to
Jason, this filing was done in February 2019, then in September 2019 you signed her conflict of
interest form. It says right on the form that you signed that she was trying to acquire 75 River
Avenue. Louis should have known. Unfortunately Linda, you were misled. To have them pull
it would cost the Township $5,000 that Henrietta put in there towards the costs. On
September 8™ there’s going to be a hearing for the upset sale. Someone can go in there and
pay all of the back taxes and liens. It takes sixty days to do the actual sheriff sale.

Mrs. Gromley said so someone who is from Pittsburgh, doesn’t even live here can buy up all
this property, and | live here and | can’t.

Mr. Hill said it’s unfortunate, but when Chuck Dizard told Henrietta about Keystone Collects,
that’s how it got started.

Mrs. Gromley said if | would have known that any of this was going on, | would have tried to
initiate the sheriff sale. | didn’t even know anyone was interested in the property, that’s why |
applied for the side yard.

Mr. Hill said the only hope is to work something out with Henrietta.

Manager’s Report:

Mr. Hill reviewed the information included in his Manager’s Report with the Board.

Dr. Bengel asked Rich Hill what the penalty would be for not completing the paving on time?
Mr. Hill said he wasn’t sure, he will look into it.

Dr. Bengel also asked what the Care Act Funds would do to our revenue?

Mr. Hill said he’s assuming the wage tax revenue will be way down, since many people are not
working. The $150,000 will help.



Mr. Dizard said we’ll be getting $85,000 from the Community Development Block Grant, for
repaving the basketball court and demolition, that we’ll be getting from the County, that would
have otherwise been the Township’s match. That will be added to the $150,000.

Mr. Hill said we won’t expend that money, the match is waived. It won’t be actual revenue.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the bills payable for August 2020 in the amount of
$37,552.43, to be paid out of the general fund. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the bills payable for August 2020 in the amount of
$75,256.39, to be paid out of the bond account. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Meanor made a motion to approve the paid bills to be ratified for July 2020 in the amount
of $84,783.52. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to authorize the final payment application no. 2 to CRS Contracting
LLC for the 2019 Harrison Township Demolitions in the amount of $1,242.50. Seconded by Dr.
Bengel. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the Coronavirus Relief Fund Recipient Agreement with
Allegheny County in the amount of $150,000. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Meanor made a motion to authorize the filing of the Township’s Cares Reimbursable
Expenditures Form and authorize Richard G. Hill, Jr., to sign the Coronavirus Relief Fund
Recipient Agreement with Allegheny County and to execute the agreement on behalf of the
Recipient, to act as its representative with respect to the Expenditures Form, and to provide
such additional information as may be required. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Act to appoint member to fill the vacancy on the Civil Service Commission. Ch. Heasley stated
that Rodney Duster is the head of that Commission. | spoke to him regarding his
recommendation, plus one of the gentlemen that applied said that he wasn’t aware that
someone else had applied, and that he would step down. Ch. Heasley asked for a motion to
appoint Jeff Sims.

Mr. Dizard said in 2018 when the Board appointed Gary Marshall, at that same time we
appointed an alternate, Anthony Resnick. | feel that Anthony Resnick, as the alternate at that
point and since then, that he should be moved in to the full time position on the Civil Service
Commission, and that we should be appointing a new alternate.

Ch. Heasley said Mr. Resnick didn’t apply, and it was never agreed that the alternate would
automatically move in. We advertised the position, and he didn’t apply. | spoke to Rodney
Duster and his recommendation was Jeff Sims. | think we should appoint Jeff.



Mr. Dizard said | think Anthony Resnick being the alternate, does not require him to apply, so |
disagree.

Ch. Heasley said the alternate and a permanent member are two different things.

Mr. Cjaka said, for alternates in the future, you should make this known.

Dr. Bengel said it was posted on the website.

Mr. Cjaka said that he’s a very well qualified person.

Ch. Heasley said he didn’t apply. We've gone through this before with other commissions and
the alternate doesn’t automatically get in to the new position. It was posted on the website.

We need to make sure that’s clear.

Mr. Meanor made a motion to appoint Jeff Sims to the fill the vacancy on the Civil Service
Commission. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried. Mr. Dizard and Mr. Lilly opposed.

Mr. Dizard said my opposition is not personal. The point of having an alternate is their
participation so that there is a knowledge base incase there is an opening.

Mr. Cjaka said what is the Board’s standing on the Springhill Road project. There’s nothing on
the agenda.

Ch. Heasley said we still have to meet with the County.

Jim Erb said I'm not sure if the Board knows this, but in reference to the coronavirus and the
ambulance and EMS responding to calls and being frontline first responders . We were
contacted by our Representative to put in for the $3 an hour essential worker pay, and not one
ambulance service in Pennsylvania qualified for the increase. Most EMT’s make $12 an hour.

A resident asked about the Springhill Road project. How will residents know about it?

Ch. Heasley said it will be published. We haven’t finalized all of the details. We have a meeting
coming up to discuss some of the concerns that we have.

Chief Klein said it's not about the project, the project is approved. It’'s about the Township’s
maintenance.

Mr. Dizard moved to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned
at 6:30 p.m.
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