Regular Meeting
December 18, 2017

The Regular Public Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of
Commissioners was called to order at 7:30 P.M. by Chairman Poston.

The Pledge of Allegiance was repeated.

Roll Call - Commissioners Poston, Bergstrom and Dizard responded to roll
call. Mr. Lilly and Mr. Heasley were absent.

The Solicitor and Engineer were present.

Chairman Poston dispensed with the reading of the minutes of the previous
meeting.

Mr. Dizard said it was posted on the website.

There were no remarks from visitors.

Mrs. Bergstrom, Fire & Property and Grants, advised she ad the report form
Hilltop Hose of their alarms and training for the month. She said the ladder truck
had an issue with the battery system which may need to be replaced

Mrs. Bergstrom said Harrison Hills had 14 calls and she did not have a report
from Citizens for the month.

Mrs. Bergstrom said she is working with the firemen in a proposed ordinance
that would grant an earned income tax credit to volunteers in the amount of $300 per
year. She said she would report to the Board on their discussions.

Mr. Dizard said this would be on the earned income tax, and Solicitor Mueller
said it could also apply to property taxes if the Board wanted to consider that.

Mrs. Bergstrom said she is working with Ray on the scope of work for a grant
application for the improvements to the Silver Lake property. Mrs. Bergstrom said
she is trying to get a $100,.000 grant and for the bike trail proposal.

Chairman Poston said that people have stated we shouldn’t have spent all that
money on the bike trail design but he advised the grant was earmarked for tat work.

Mrs. Bergstrom said she is looking at grant programs but many have a
required match. You cannot use the specific grant funds for anything else.

Mrs. Bergstrom said we have until June 2020 to spend the Silver Lake grant
and we need a lot of money for that work including bridges to get across the creek to
the other side of the property.

Mr. Jones in the audience asked if that was Little Bull Creek and she advised it

was, and we will be working on the first phase of the project in 2018.

Chairman Poston, reporting for Finance, advised there is a list of Bills Payable
in the amount of $37,864.61 and aske for a motion to approve for payment. Mr.
Dizard so move, motion seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom and carried.

Chairman Poston advised there are bills form the Bond Account in the amount
of $5,930.43. Mrs. Bergstrom moved to approve those bills. Motions seconded by
Mr. Dizard and carried.

Chairman Poston said the Paid Bills to be Ratified for November total
$83,600.07. Mr. Dizard moved to ratify the bills. Motions seconded by Mrs.
Bergstrom and carried.



Mr. Dizard, Zoning and Ordinance advised the number of occupancy
inspections for the year total 250, with only 172 being done last year and that 44
failed. He said those were based on smoke detector and other health and safety
issues.

Mr. Dizard said the fees totaled $9,650 and that the Board passed a fee of $25
for re-inspections.

He said there were 627 complaints for the year, with 470 for 2016. Mr. Dizard
said the public sees that the ordinance office is responding to complaints.

Mr. Dizard advised fees for zoning certificates were $35,000 in 2017, and
$28,000 last year. He said people are being made aware of the need for permits.
He said building permit fees totaled $100,000 in 2017.

Chairman Poston, Public Safety, read the Police Report for the month as
follows:

205 Accounted Phone Calls to Records Office
344 Reported Police Support and Service Calls
20 Traffic Accidents
1 Prisoners Detained in Lockup
0 Juvenile Misdemeanor/Felony Arrests
12 Adult Misdemeanor/ Felony Arrests
42 Traffic Citations
10 Non-Traffic Citations
0 Ordinance Citations by Police
6 Parking Tickets by Police
Fines collected from Allegheny County Court $ 310.45
Fines collected from District Court 2,972.66
Fines collected from Parking Tickets 80.00
Copies of Accident Reports 180.00
Total Receipts $ 3,543.11
Disbursements to Police for District Court Hearings $ 750.68

Chairman Poston said the police officers had a lot of drug training and other
training at the County and State Police Academies. He said the Chief received a
letter of thanks from a father for his assistance with family members here, since
the father lives in California.

Mrs. Bergstrom read the Public Works report in Mr. Heasley’s absences,
advised the leaf collections season is done because now they will be salting the
roads. She said they ground materials at the compost site 8 times this season.



Mrs. Bergstrom said that we have 1,000 tons of salt on hand, and on December 14,
we had a 5 to s inch snowfall and received no complaints about the snow removal.

Chairman Poston advised Ordinance No. 1996 is the 2018 Budget. Mr. Dizard
moved to adopt the Ordinance. Motions seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom and carried.

Chairman Poston said next is Ordinance No. 1996-A being he 2018 Tax Levy
Ordinance at the same rate of 5.106 mills. Mr. Dizard oved to adopt same. Mrs.
Bergstrom seconded the motion and carried.

Mr. Dizard said there was o tax increase.

Chairman Poston said Resolution 1781 is to approve the Developer’s
Agreement with Cochran Chrysler. Mr. Dizard move o adopt same; motion
seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom and carried.

This is located on Route 908 and continues to grow.

Chairman Poston said Resolution No 1782 authorized the Grant Application
for the Silver Lake project.

Mrs. Bergstrom moved to adopt same, seconded by Mr. Dizard and carried.
Mr. Dizard advised the match did not come from the Township for this project.
He said it was being provide through R & Z Development.

Chairman Poston said the next item is to authorize the advertisement of the
proposed ordinance to regulate seismic testing. He said some oil companies use a
test that can cause problems because of the vibrations. This is a protective
ordinance for the Township.

Mr. Dizard moved to authorize advertisement of the ordinance. Motion
seconded by Mr. Bergstrom and carried.

Chairman Poston said next is to name the Tree Committee members. Mr.
Dizard said we have three appointments. He said Tom Cajka represents the
Planning Commission and Mrs. Bergstrom represents the Board. He said four
people have applied, being Sue Vertosick, Chip Miller, Patty Babinsack and
Anthony Resinick. He said Mr. Resnick is new to the Township and wants to
become involved.

Mr. Dizard moved to make the appointments as read. Motion seconded by
Mrs. Bergstrom and carried.

Chairman Poston said the next item is to name an alternate to the Planning
Commission.

Mr. Dizard said we have a full complement on the Planning Commission now
and I don’t think we need to have an alternate. He said we can change that later if
we want to name one.

Mr. Dizard moved to table this item. He said the five members attend all the
meetings. He said they will be working on updating the Comprehensive Plan.
Mrs. Bergstrom seconded the motion and carried

Chairman Poston said next is to hire Douglas Gallagher fulltime as a deputy
zoning and ordinance officer effective January 1, 2018. Mr. Dizard said he has
been here part time since August 1. He has been working 30 hours a week and
will increase to 40 hours. He said this will bring an increase in enforcement, and



inspections and moved to promote Doug as stated. Motion seconded by Mrs.
Bergstrom and carried.

Chairman Poston said this will help to replace an employee who is no longer
with us.

Chairman Poston said there is the matter of whether we want to allow casinos
with 300-750 machines in them in the Township. He said we have to act before
the end of the year or we cannot disallow them, but we can go back and change
our minds if we do find we want to allow these mini-casinos.

Secretary advised this would be Resolution No. 1783.

Mr. Dizard moved to adopt the resolution to not allow mini-casinos in the
Township. Motion seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom and carried.

Engineer Ray Antonelli reviewed the proposed road program for 2018. He said
they are doing measurements and an estimate of costs which he should have in
January and the bids can be advertised in February.

Mr. Antonelli said the ADA ramp project under the CDBG grant is going to be
on hold until spring. The winter is not a good time for sidewalk work and we
have until June to spend the funds.

Mr. Antonelli said also under the CD grant program, he has issued the notice
to proceed to the contractor for the four properties to be demolished. He said we
will advertise the two structures to be demolished under the Keystone
Communities grant program in January and the Board can act at the January
meeting.

Mr. Dizard asked if anyone is interested and Ray said there have been a few
contractors inquiring and there is one he has ever worked with before. He said
that grant is good until 2019 so we have plenty of time to get the work done.

Mr. Dizard said 54 Center Street is collapsing and is an eyesore.

Chairman Poston said we received a letter of resignation from Jacob Dvorak
resigning from his position he Water Authority as of December 31, 2017 due to
health reasons.

Chairman Poston said we will send a letter of thanks to Jake for his many
years of service. Jake is a smart man and he has done a lot for this community.

Mrs. Bergstrom said we can make an appointment in January
and moved to accept Jake’s resignation. Motions seconded by MR. Dizard and
carried.

Mr., Dizard said Josh Nulph could not be here tonight and wanted to report on
the Christmas Parade and Festival. He said that 3,500 people attended and there
were foods trucks and Santa Claus was overworked. Mr. Dizard said the
Recreation Board spent $5,300 for the event, and that Allegheny Health Network
gave a sponsorship donation of $2,.000 to offset costs.

Mrs. Bergstrom moved to adjourn. Motions seconded by Mr. Dizard and
carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:07 P.M.
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