Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
February 24, 2020

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
7:00 p.m. by Chairman William Heasley.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call = William Heasley, Gary Meanor, Eric Bengel, and Chuck Dizard responded to roll call.
Mr. Lilly was absent. Township Solicitor Emily Mueller and Township Engineer Don Trant were
also present.

Ch. Heasley announced that the January 2020 minutes are complete.
Remarks from Visitors:

Donna Frederick spoke regarding a community center and asked if there would be any zoning
restrictions on opening a community/youth center.

Attorney Mueller advised her to contact the Zoning Officer.

Robert Weskovich spoke about dangerous condition that was left on the lot by the contractor
that demolished a house. There’s been five nice days, he was supposed to come back and clean
up the broken glass, etc. There is glass around the sidewalk, up to my flower garden. People
walk their pets where there is still broken glass. Our flower bed is full of glass, brick and tools.
This should be a priority. He should be fined for burying wood, etc. Once the vegetation
starts to grow, you won'’t be able to find it. It’s unacceptable. There’s still debris on the
Monroe Street project.

Ch. Heasley stated that the contractor said he was going to come back.

Township Manger Rich Hill said he did say that he was coming back. We’re holding a
percentage of his invoice. He won’t receive that until we think it’s put back the way it should
be. I will call him and ask him for a date when he’s coming back.

Karen Veri asked about the catch basin on Vine Street and Blue Ridge Avenue. Everyone is
hitting it with their cars. The grate sticks up and is close to the tracks. She also stated that
people have indoor furniture, stoves dining room furniture on their front porches, and it looks
terrible.

Mr. Hill said a lot of that is County and the railroad’s property. I’'m going to call them and take
care of it.  Mr. Hill asked her to call the zoning office with specific addresses regarding the
furniture on the porches.



Joe Musco, from the VFW gave an update on the War Memorial restoration. He advised that
they have submitted a grant application. Beaver Jack will volunteer his time to remove trees
from the area. Rich Hill will contact the State to have the signs removed from the area.

Manager’s Report:
Mr. Hill reviewed the information included in his Manager’s Report with the Board.

Mr. Dizard moved to approve the Bills Payable for February, 2020 and ratification of Paid Bills
for January, 2020. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Mr. Dizard stated that regarding the demolitions from the Community Development Grant.
We're waiting on the asbestos inspection reports. There are two houses in the Penn Salt
Historic District, we can’t just tear those down without going through a huge process They are
dangerous structures, beyond repair and should be torn down.

Resolution No. 1852 — Approval of the application to TreeVitalize for fall 2020 tree planting as
assembled by the Harrison Township Tree Committee. Mr. Dizard moved to adopt Resolution
No. 1852. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Mr. Dizard spoke of his ideas for smaller trees to be planted around the War Memorial, by
removing the large trees that are there now. He stated by taking the big tree down, that it
would be a perfect location for the 20 foot Norway spruce tree for Christmas. They grow about
three feet per year, so we’ll have a 30 foot tree. Mr. Dizard also announced that Earth Day will
be April 25th,

Authorize NIRA Engineers to prepare contract documents for bidding of the 2020 Road Program
(Hot Mix Asphalt Paving) and the 2020 Fiberglass Reinforced Sealcoating Project. Ch. Heasley
stated that we’ve budgeted $450,000, the estimate is for $447,000.

Mr. Dizard said Mr. Lilly isn’t here tonight. The one street that he had requested was to repave
Center Alley. It wasn’t that major of an expense. In an effort to try and revitalize some of that
property along Center, especially with the old bank building where there’s been some interest
expressed, that Center Street is really a pedestrian non-traffic street, that is looking real bad,
and if it could be re-paved, it would make a significant impact on the residents of Natrona, and
we’re now bringing in some potential investors, right around that bank area, that would make a
big difference. | feel bad that Mr. Lilly isn’t here to speak for himself, | haven’t spoke to him
since the last meeting. If we needed to make some swaps to come up with the money to do
this, my observation, I've only looked at streets in the 15t Ward. The two block stretch of Idaho
Avenue, from Broadview Boulevard to Pacific Avenue is not real bad, and could be deferred, in
my opinion, until next year. The early bird gets the worm, and we’ve gotten bids that were
under budget.



Ch. Heasley said we can wait until the bids come in.

Mr. Hill said | went with Randy and looked at these streets. The bid for Center Alley is $10,000.
Randy, the Supt. Of Public Works recommendation is that we pave Idaho Avenue. It's really
starting to deteriorate, there’s a lot of traffic on that street, school buses. We would like to
leave Idaho Avenue on the list. If these bids come in under the budgeted amount, we wouldn’t
have an issue with adding that. His recommendation is that we leave Idaho Avenue on the list.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve this list, but to include Center Street in terms of what
goes out to bid. If the final bid comes in under $450,000, that we then do Center Street.

Dr. Bengel said | don’t think it’s a good idea. A lot of planning went into this, it’s been out
there for three months. | think if Center Alley can be done, after the everything is done and
paid for, we can make a motion later in the year.

Mr. Dizard said the real way that we’re going to save any money is that the package of the bids,
to come back later and do a small area, it’s much more expensive. Put Center on for the bids,
and if the total package is less than $450,000 then we’re good to go. That’s my motion.

Dr. Bengel said if the bids come in under, then we can look at it next month.

Township Engineer Don Trant agreed that Center Alley can be included in the bid package.
Carolyn Bengel asked how it’s decided what streets will be paved. Does Randy decide?

Mr. Hill said that Randy and the Engineer work together.

Mrs. Bengel said our street hasn’t been done in 22 years. I've always wondered what the
procedure was.

Mrs. Veri asked who has the last say so, Randy? I've talked to Randy in the past about Natrona,
and | can’t say what he said, | can’t say the word.

Mr. Hill said no, the Board does.

Mr. Heasley stated that we have told Gary repeatedly, that if he had streets that he wants on
the list, to let us know and he never does.

Mr. Meanor asked for clarification. You’re asking to add it to the list, and if it’s under the
budgeted amount then we’re ok. Mr. Meanor seconded the motion to add Center Alley to the
paving list, and if the bids come in over the budget, Center Alley will be cut. Motion carried by
unanimous vote.



Dr. Bengel announced that Bob Barrage is recognizing the Boy Scouts that have attained Eagle
Scout, in March. There are three boys from Harrison Township and one from Tarentum. I've
asked if we can make a Proclamation for them at their banquet. | plan on attending. Maybe in
April we can invite them to be recognized in front of the Board. It’s not easy to get there, so
I'd like to recognize them.

Patty Babinsack proudly announced that two of those boys are her grandsons.

Mr. Dizard moved to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
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