Regular Meeting
February 26, 2018

Chairman Heasley called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.

The Pledge of Allegiance was repeated.

Commissioners Lilly, Heasley, Bergstrom and Dizard were
present. Mr. Poston was absent.

The Township Solicitor and Township Engineer were
present.

Chairman Heasley said we are going to hear from a guest
first about activities of Habitat for Humanity on Natrona.

Bill Godfrey, Natrona Comes Together, introduced John
Tamaggi, the Executive Director of Allegheny Valley Habitat for
Humanity.

Mr. Tamaggi advised that a financial firm from New York
City is bringing 200 volunteers in early June to do a build, work
on the Museum, and construct a wall behind the stage, among
other activates. They are putting $25,000 into this work and it
will be transformative for Natrona.

Mr. Godfrey said in past years this group has worked in
West Point and Vail, Colorado and they have chosen Natrona
for their project this year.

He said this firm may have a Natrona Day with the Pirates.

Mr. Tamaggi said they may be able to have an onfield event
to spotlight Natrona Comes Together and Natrona.

Mr. Godfrey advised their Easter Egg Hunt is March 24 at
1 P.M. He said they are still seeking funding for their summer
program and have applications in at various places.

Charlie Clark, Oak Manor Drive, addressed the Board and
said with his concerns about his daughter’s feelings, he asked
that the banner he purchased be taken down.

Danielle Rotto, Melrose Avenue, said she had problems
with the supervisor here and the writing on her street is coming
back trough. She said she also wants her banners taken down.

Solicitor Emily Mueller said we cannot discuss any
employee issues at this meeting.

Mr. Osiecki, in the audience, said it is public information.



Attorney Mueller said personnel matters cannot be
discussed because of the confidential nature and no discussion
will be held.

Attorney Mueller said she has directed the Board not to
discuss same.

Norbert Cieslinski in the audience, asked if there is a
procedure to request the information.

Attorney Mueller advised employee matters are exempt
from the Right to Know law.

A woman in the audience said the paint is coming through.

Chairman Heasley said we can address that and Attorney
Mueller agreed that we can look at the road.

Mr. Signorella in the audience, asked if the Township will
repair the road from the profanity.

Attorney Mueller said that was already dealt with. It could
cause a lawsuit if the Board talks about the matter.

Mr. Clark in the audience asked if you don’t feel the
Township is liable.

Attorney Mueller reiterated that we will repair the road.

Cathy and Phil Cottone, Greenwich Street, said there is a
lot of damage to their home caused by the building that is
attached to theirs. It has been abandoned and the roof is
leaking and causing damage and it is destroying her home. She
said Chuck and Lindsay have been there and saw the damage to
the ceiling. The leaking water shorted out the fan in the
bathroom and we have health concerns. There has to be mold.

Mrs. Cottone said there are other houses being demolished
that are stand-alone and this attached house is damaging her
home. Would you live like this? She said we get water every
time it rains. She said the house has been left sitting there and
she is afraid it will collapse or the mold will kill her.

Mr. Dizard said this is a top priority for this year because
of the health and safety issues, it is an emergency. He said we
will proceed as soon as everything is legally cleared.

Lindsay Fraser, Zoning and Ordinance Supervisor, said we
have all the clearances for that property. She said she will
discuss this with the Solicitor about getting phone bids.



Mr. Dizard said it will be probably another month for the
process to get going.

Mr. Cottone offered for anyone to come in and see the
damage.

Mr. Lilly said he talked to Lindsay about this and it is not
forgotten.

Mr. Godfrey said he is going to see if Natrona Comes
Together can get involved in finding a way to get this down.

Attorney Mueller said there is another card referring to
the personnel matter and we will not discuss confidential
matters in public.

Mrs. Signorella in the audience said that was her card, and
asked Attorney Mueller if she was on the Board.

Attorney Mueller said she is not but she represents the
Board in legal matters. She said we are required to attend to
items on the agenda and there is no personnel matter on the
agenda. She reiterated that we cannot discuss those matters
publicly.

Attorney Mueller said the Board would respond
appropriately if it does become an agenda item.

Susan Motosicky in the audience asked about the matter
and asked Mr. Lilly why he hung up on her when she called
him.

Mr. Lilly said because you were talking about another
Commissioner.

Ms. Motosicky said that was not true.

Attorney Mueller said again that all employee issues are
confidential.

The woman who spoke earlier said she understand that
but what about what is written on the road?

Attorney Mueller said there will be no discussion of that
here.

Chairman Heasley stated that the road will be taken care
of.

Norbert Cieslinski asked how to get on the agenda.

Attorney Mueller said the Board sets the agenda and
discusses the agenda at their meeting prior to the regular
meeting.



Mr. Cieslinski asked how do you approach the Board to get
on the agenda.

Attorney Mueller said the Board discusses matters all the
time and you would have to approach the Board.

Mr. Cieslinski said that public input is non-existent then.

Attorney Mueller said that is not true. She said the Board
will consider items for discussion.

Mr. Cieslinski said it seems to me that the agenda is
already set in stone.

Attorney Mueller said this is the Board’s business meeting
and that is what the attend to.

Chairman Heasley said we can discuss whatever issues
there are. He said you can contact Faith or a Commissioner at
any time.

Rich Osiecki, Davis Street, said the new garbage contract
seems to deviate from the rule as he has learned that some
people got exemptions. He said small business owners with
dumpsters don’t have to pay their garbage bill. He said he
could name, perhaps, Ms. Rotto’s business, or Keith’s Baber
Shop and others that may be due that exemption.

He said this should be voted on by resolution. He said he is
a widower and only has one bag of garbage.

Mr. Dizard said today Waste Management brought a list 70
pages long with over 1,000 unpaid accounts. He said we will
have to review it and some are going to be vacant properties.

Mr. Osiecki said there should be public input on the raise
in price of the garbage contract.

Mr. Dizard said we sent bids out to several companies and
only received two back. Waste Management was the lowest
responsible bid. He said he has had only positive feedback on
their work.

Mary Jane Zdila said they have now sent her three garbage
bills.

Mr. Dizard said it seems to be a billing problem.

Jim Erb, Director of Citizens Hose Ambulance Services,
said they are having a forum on March 15t at their fire hall to
discuss all facets of the EMS business at this time. He said they
are inviting other companies and public officials to attend.



Mr. Erb added that the opioid crises is helping the victim
but not the EMS people. He said the State has not had an EMS
director for some time.

Committee Reports:

Mrs. Bergstrom, Fire and Property and Grants, advised
that Harrison Hills had 25 calls and two hours of training;
Hilltop had 17 calls with a number being mutual aid. She said
there is a training program on March 13 and all three
companies are encouraged to attend.

Mrs. Bergstrom said Citizens had 18 calls and 327 EMS
calls this month.

Mrs. Bergstrom said we have been discussing the $300 tax
credit for fire fighters and they have come up with a criteria
using a point system so everyone is working off the same
procedure. She asked Attorney Mueller to prepare a draft
ordinance for the Board’s review.

Mrs. Bergstrom said we will open bids Wednesday for the
concession stand at the Natrona Park. She said we filed a
$100,000 grant application through CITF for the biking and
walking corridor and awarded a $1,800 contact to Mackin
Engineering for the design.

Mrs. Bergstrom said we have a $249,000 grant for the Silver
Lake expansion and trail and there are more grants to work on.

Mrs. Bergstrom advised she met with people from
Allegheny County Development to see what else is available.

Finance, Mr. Lilly, advised we have Paid Bills to be
Ratified in the amount of $173,502.28 and asked for a motion to
ratify.

Mrs. Bergstrom so moved; motion seconded by Mr. Dizard
and carried.

Mr. Lilly said the Bills Payable from the Bond Account for
NIRA and the Water Authority total $12,883.30 and asked for a
motion to approve.

Mr. Dizard so moved, motion seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom
and carried.

Mr. Lilly said we have salt bills from Cargill payable from
the Liquid Fuel Fund in amount of $56,103.08 and asked for
approval.



Mr. Dizard moved to pay those bills. Motion seconded by
Mrs. Bergstrom and carried.

Mr. Dizard, reporting for Zoning and Ordinance, advised
11 occupancy inspections passed and four failed this month
with a total of $500 in fees paid. He said there were 38
complaints, 15 of them property maintenance and many others
for snow and ice problems. There were also two unregistered
rentals units.

Mr. Dizard said zoning fees and permit fees for the month
were almost equal at $2,441 and $2,442. He said we will see that
increase in the coming months.

Mr. Dizard moved to authorize the Zoning and Ordinance
Department to issue sidewalk notifications per Chapter 21 of
the Code, Streets and Sidewalks, on behalf of the Board of
Commissioners. Motion seconded by Mr. Lilly and carried.

Mr. Dizard said the Zoning Office has been working with
the Solicitor on a number of issues and some action will be
taken against the owner of the Heights Plaza for property
conditions. He said the owner has a balloon payment coming
due this spring for $15 million.

Chairman Heasley read the Police Report for the month in
Mr. Poston’s absence as follows:

213 Accounted Phone Calls to Police Records Office
352 Reported Police Support and Service Calls
18 Traffic Accidents
2 Prisoners Detained in HTPD Lockup
0 Juvenile Misdemeanor/Felony Arrests
8 Adult Misdemeanor /Felony Arrests
36 Traffic Citations
13 Non Traffic Citations
0 Ordinance Citations by Police
14 Parking Tickets
Fines collected from Allegheny Court 1,263.86
Fines collected from District Court 2,298.02
Fines collected from Parking Tickets 250.00

Copies of Reports for Insurance Companies 75.00



Total Receipts $ 3,886.88

Disbursements to Police for District
Court Hearings 445.62

Chairman Heasley also read the detailed list of activities
and how many were cleared.

Chairman Heasley, Public Works, read the report for the
month including a number of snow and ice incidents. He
advised that the Township has used 1,300 tons of salt this
winter and have about 400 tons on hand. He said they found a
sewer line in Little Bull Creek that needed to be repaired; there
was a sanitary sewer line causing a sinkhole in an alley in
Natrona which the Department repaired in about five hours.

Chairman Heasley said over the weekend four or five
vehicles hit a large pothole on Freeport Road and got flat tires.
We got our men out to fill it in an emergency and had the Police
contact PennDOT since it is their road.

Mr. Dizard moved to approve the Payment Application for
the Safe Neighborhoods Demolitions to A. P. Wise Excavating,
LLC in the amount of $11,335.50 as recommended by the
Township Engineer.

Motion seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom and carried.

Mrs. Bergstrom moved to pay the 15t Quarter Allocations of
$1,250 to each fire company. Motion seconded by Mr. Dizard
and carried.

Chairman Heckle said the next item is to authorize
depositing $500,000 to the Township’s Washington Financial
account.

Mr. Dizard said they are paying 1.29% interest whereas
First Commonwealth, where we have our other accounts, is
paying .49%. He said over a year’s time we will gain $3,900 in
interest at the Washing Financial rate.

Mr. Dizard oved to make this transfer. Motion seconded by
Mrs. Bergstrom and carried.

Mr. Dizard said he met with Bill Herman f Site Signatures
to get a proposal for a Conceptual Design Plan for a Riverfront



Trail/Streetscape Plan from Sycamore Street to Federal Street.
He has proposed to do this work at a cost not to exceed $3,840.
Mr. Dizard said he can get this plan ready and we will have it
for the next round of Greenways Trails grants in June.

He added that the cost probably will not be that high.

He also advised he sent an application for an 8 foot
easement at the Lock and Dam area so there is access form the
Riverfront area to the Natrona Park near Federal Street.

Mr. Dizard moved to accept the proposal. Motion seconded
by Mr. Lilly and carried

Mr. Dizard said we have had requests from people for
another banner project and have a possible total of 40 or so
poles where they can be installed. He said this would again, be
at no cost to the Township. This would be from CVS to the
Plaza along Freeport Road and on River Avenue.

Mr. Dizard moved to proceed with a second project.
Motion seconded by Mr. Lilly and carried.

Chairman Heasley announced the Township Easter Egg
Hunt will be held Saturday, March 24, at 2:30 P.M. at the OLPH
Field and there is registration on March 34 from 10 A.M. to
Noon and March 15, from 5 to 7 P.M.

He advised the Township will be sponsoring roadway
cleanups for Earth Day on April 21, 2018 from 1 to 3 P.M.

Mr. Dizard said they had 80 volunteers last year and maybe
they can get 100 this year. Shirts are already ordered.

Chairman Heasley said the Township will hold a
Household Hazardous Waste Collection, Saturday, April 21, 2018
starting at 9 A.M. You must pre-register with ECS&R in
advance.

Chairman Heasley said we are tabling Item 14 at this time.

Chairman Heasley said the Chief has two requests in to the
Board for equipment and software for the Police Department.

The Rotary Club has agreed to pay half the cost of video
recorders for the cars that do not have them, which $2,900 each.

Mr. Dizard moved to approve the equipment purchase.
Motion seconded by Mr. Lilly and carried.

Chairman Heasley said the other item is in relation to the
Township’s efforts to achieve PA State Accreditation. Chief



advises they need to get their policy manual into a digital
format, and a Power DMS program would allow for this to be
done. He said the cost is $3,000 but we have grants in the
amount of $2,000 from Walmart which will pay two thirds of the
cost.

Mpr. Dizard moved to approve the purchase of the program.
Motion seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom and carried.

Ray Antonelli, Township Engineer, said they are still
working on the Chestnut Street sewer and River Avenue is still
closed. He hopes to be in touch with the owner of the company
doing the work to see if they can open one lane of River Avenue.
It has been a long project and ATI’s trucks have to detour
around it.

Mr. Antonelli advised that two of the structures being
demolished under the CDBG program are down with another
one on 8th Avenue not yet started.

He added that the demolition contract has been awarded
for the Keystone Communities Grant but that work as not yet
been started.

Mr. Antonelli said he will have the 2018 Road Program
advertised for bids to be opened before the next meeting.

Mr. Dizard moved to adjourn. Motion seconded by Mrs.
Bergstrom and carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.
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