Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Meeting
January 24, 2022

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
6:00 p.m. by Chairman Gary Meanor.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call = Gary Meanor, Eric Bengel, Jim Erb, Jamie Nee and Chuck Dizard responded to roll call.
Township Solicitor Emily Mueller was also present.

The Harrison Township Board of Commissioners held a Public Hearing to consider an
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance establishing a dog day care use as a conditional use in the
S-1 Zoning District and the adoption of a zoning map amendment, rezoning property along
Freeport Road known as 3041 Freeport Road, Parcel No. 1846-F-180 from B-1 to S-1.

Attorney Mueller called the Public Hearing to order at 6:03 p.m. and stated that this matter has
gone to the Harrison Township Planning Commission recommending that this amendment be
approved. This was also sent to Allegheny County for their review and comments. The
purpose of this hearing is to hear public comment.

Gayle Nickalovich stated that she’s taken dogs to Ringer’s and they’ve always been responsible
about their behavior. | don’t think there would every be an issue.

Zachery Meso stated that he lives on Bonnieview Drive and | would be directly affected by this.
He read a portion of the Ordinance, and said | don’t want forty dogs 100 yards from my
residence. I'm a dog lover myself, but you can’t control forty dogs at once and | feel there will
be excessive barking all hours of the day.

Attorney Mueller stated that tonight’s action is only on amending the Ordinance, not acting on
anything other than amendment t allow this uses in an S-1 district and rezoning the property
from B-1 to S-1. Mrs. Ringer would then have to apply for the conditional use. Attorney
Mueller explained the procedure to apply for the conditional use.

Mrs. Ringer asked for a copy of the final version of the Ordinance.

Suzanne Petrak stated that she lives on Bonnieview Drive. At first we were upset, but Kim has
been an outstanding neighbor, residentially and commercially. | would never want to stand in
the way of the dream that her and her husband had. She’s a hardworking girl, and me and my

husband fully support her efforts.

This Public Hearing was closed at 6:10 p.m.



Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes for November 22, 2021,
December 20, 2021, December 30, 2021 and January 3, 2022. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion
carried.

Remarks from visitors

Bill Godfrey, President of Natrona Comes Together, congratulated the new Commissioners and
gave an update of the upcoming activites.

Township Manager Rich Hill reviewed the information in the Manager’s Report with the Board
of Commissioners.

Frances Brown spoke regarding 2 Garfield Street in Natrona. She said there are cracks in the
structure, and they’re getting bigger, and she’s concerned that the building will collapse. She
also said that the property across the street is in bad/dangerous condition, and nothing gets
done about it. Mr. Dizard explained that the house has three separate lot and block numbers,
and as long as someone is living in one, it can’t be torn down. Mrs. Brown also expressed
concern for the property at 2 Chestnut Street that is in bad condition. Mr. Dizard said it’s on
the demolition list.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to appove the bills payable for January 2022 in the amount of
$38,948.65 to be paid from the General Fund. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the bills payable for January 2022 in the amount of
$30,488.76 to be paid from the Bond Account. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the paid bills to be ratified for December 2021 in the
amount of $225,469.34. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

The Board of Commissioners held an Executive Session on January 10, 2022 to address a
personnel issue.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2013 establishing a dog care use as a
conditional use in the S-1 zoning district and the adoption of a zoning map amendment,
rezoning property along Freeport Road known as 3041 Freeport Road, Parcel No. 1846-F-180
from B-1to S-1. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve increasing the Crossing Guards, Jail Guards and Matron
compensation to $15 per hour. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to ratify the hiring of Alan J. Fisher as a Crossing Guard. Seconded by
Mrs. Nee. Motion carried.



Mr. Dizard made a motion to reappoint James Newcomer to the Upper Allegheny Joint Sanitary
Authority Board for a five year term. Seconded by Mr. Erb.

Mrs. Nee made a motion to appoint MaryAnn Marchi. Motion died for lack of a second on the
motion.

Attorney Mueller advised that we have a motion with a second. We need to vote on the first
motion.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to appoint Jeff Siemanowski was on the Water Authority for 20
years, a former vice-chairman, and he’s reached out to me to serve on the Board. Motion died
for lack of a second on the motion.

Motion carried to reappoint James Newcomer. Dr. Bengel voting present.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to appoint George Conroy to the Vacancy Board. Seconded by Mr.
Erb.

Mrs. Nee made a motion to appoint Frances Brown. Motion died for lack of a second on the
motion.

Motion carried to appoint George Conroy to the Vacancy Board.

Mr. Erb made a motion to reappoint Alyssa Imler to the Recreation Board, and appoint David
Farrell. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Erb made a motion to appoint six members to the Tree Committee. Anthony Resnick, Sue
Vertosik, Robin Bergstrom, Tom Cajka, Robert Betts and Patricia Babinsack, and Alvin Miller.
Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel spoke about the Honor Roll project. They’ve made several repairs last year. They
would like to replace the cement sidewalk that’s deteriorating. Would like to replace the flag
pole, and add some lights. It’s like the centerpiece of the Township. We’re going to prune
some trees, and would like to install water and electric. We’re no longer able to continue
putting the veteran flags on the poles. We would welcome new members to the committee,
we meet once a month. Send me an email if you’re interested.

Mr. Meanor said we did the third version of the lighting that | think would work well.
Frances Brown asked about the Honor Roll in Natrona. Aren’t you going to take care of those

too? Dr. Bengel said if you'd like to serve on the committee, we’re all for it. | don’t know what
kind of maintenance those require.



Discussion on study of the Township Fire Service. Dr. Bengel said Tarentum did a study on it a
couple of years ago, this is a statewide project. The State came back and gave some
recommendations. We think this would be a good idea to do in Harrison Township. It’s a free
service and takes about a year to complete.

Mr. Dizard said the Council of Governments has applied through the Department of Community
and Economic Development, for a program called Peer to Peer, is what | think Eric is talking
about, to look at the Lower Valley Ambulance Service. Rich could contact DCED, because they
include the ambulance service. It’s an application through the State.

Mr. Erb said that all three fire companies need to agree to this. We should come up with a task
force, maybe two people from each company, two commissioners and Rich.

Mr. Dizard said Mike Krzeminski, Chief of Hilltop Hose Fire Co., and is the Emergency
Management Coordinator for Harrison Township, and he has submitted the program to the
state.

Norbert Cieslinski asked if there’s a problem with the fire service in Harrison Township? Is
there something that has spurred this investigation?

Ch. Meanor said | don’t think it’s being looked at as a problem, and Dr. Bengel said it’s a free
service provided by the state. There’s no problem.

Mr. Cieslinski asked if Citizens Hose Fire Co. is separate from the ambulance service. Mr. Erb
said yes.

Mrs. Nee said there is a lot of discussion about whether we safely provide fire service to
Natrona. | think a study would be helpful.

Frances Brown said Steve Yakopic was hired to try to help us get the Natrona Fire Department
reorganized. We didn’t want to shut it down, we wanted to reorganize. I've lived in Natrona all
my life. To reorganize we had to have one regular member that was left in that firehall to hire
an attorney. That was my husband David Brown. Everyone else was thrown out. | met with
him this morning, and he agrees with my thoughts and told me to continue and don’t back
down. We feel that it’s been 32 years since we’ve had a fire department in Natrona. |
understand that it takes money but lives are more important. There are thousands of people in
Harrison Township that agree with us, that we need a fire company down in Natrona. I've
talked to Mike Klein, and he’s full of shit. Other communities have fire companies on the hill
and on the flat. We have nothing in Natrona regarding our safety. We have railroad tracks
down there, and I've waited 25 minutes for a train to pass. Mike Klein had the nerve to say to
me, that’s only one incident. I've called Norfolk, they lie. | have a counter and have counted
the cars and how fast they go. We are talking about seceding from Harrison Township. We'll
have our own government in Natrona and take care of things because nobody here give a dam.
I’'m dedicated and have done a lot for Natrona. There’s no reason why we can’t have a fire



department in Natrona. I've taken a lot of law classes. We're not done. There is no written
mutual aid agreement between Brackenridge and Harrison Township. | called ATI, and | spoke
to their attorney and she said there is some kind of agreement written over ten years ago, it’s
never been used because OSHA doesn’t allow. She said there’s no guarantee that you’ll get
help from ATl in Natrona because of OSHA. There’s not as many employees, so they have
none to spare. If they’re working 24 hours a day, they can’t leave the plant to go and help
anyone else. You can’t keep depending on mutual aid. I've printed out the Ordinance, and
you're still recognizing Natrona as a fire department. You haven’t worked with us for the last
30 years.

Mrs. Nee said | represent you guys. When | was out asking for your votes, | fell in love with the
people of Natrona. They do deserve to be taken into consideration. I've asked all of you to get
involved because that’s how we make change. This study could be a good thing. | will make
sure that Natrona is looked at as part of that plan.

Dr. Bengel said | take offense to some of these comments, we’ve worked hard for the bike path
and the kayak launch. | care about everyone in Harrison Township, not just people in my 3¢
Ward. | take offense, don’t tell us we’re not doing anything because we're trying.

Mike Klein asked, isn’t there a maximum time for individual comments. She’s well exceeded
her time.

Ch. Meanor said yes, and everything has been attacking. This isn’t how to get things done. We
need to meet and talk, not scream.

Mrs. Nee said | want to do something positive. We have to work together. I’'m here to help.
Mrs. Nee made a motion to move forward with the fire service study. Seconded by Dr. Bengel.

Motion carried.

The Board of Commissioners will hold an Executive Session following this meeting, to discuss
personnel issues.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

ATTEST: TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON

Suaanl 1Y,
Susan K. Motosicky Gary Meanor, Chairman
Harrison Township Board of Commissioners




