Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Meeting
July 25, 2022

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was held on July 25,
2022, at the Harrison Township Municipal Building , One Municipal Drive, Natrona Heights, Pa
15065. The Regular Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Gary Meanor.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call — Gary Meanor, Chuck Dizard, Eric Bengel, Jim Erb, Jamie Nee and Township Manager
lohn Pallone responded to roll call. Township Solicitor Emily Mueller was also present.

At 6:05 p.m. Chairman Meanor requested an Executive Session with the Board, to discuss
personnel matters. Ch. Meanor called the Regular Meeting back to order at 6:50 p.m.

Mr. Pallone spoke regarding the 2022 Paving Project, Grants that are being applied for, and
improvements to be made to the War Memorial.

Chairman Meanor announced that the Board of Commissioners held an Executive Session on
July 13, 2022 to discuss personnel matters.

Remarks from visitors: Agenda items only:

J. Rodney Duster, Dylan Seelnacht, Karen Wantland spoke regarding Chief of Police, Michael
Klein’s retirement and the hiring of part-time Superintendent of Police.

Frances Brown spoke regarding certain Board/Commission vacancies, the Multimodal
Transportation Fund Grant, Chief Michael Klein’s retirement, and also spoke about it being a
conflict of interest for certain Board Members to vote on certain agenda items.

Zak Meso spoke regarding the fire departments, and asked if Mike Klein, as Superintendent, will
continue to be in charge of the run cards for the departments.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes for the June 27, 2022 Regular Public
Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion
carried.

Mr. Erb made a motion to approve the Bills Payable in the amount of $64,167.01. Seconded by
Mrs. Nee. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the Bond Account in the amount of $19,743.79.
Seconded by Mrs. Nee. Motion carried.



Dr. Bengel made a motion to ratify payment of the Paid Bills in the amount of $115,828.51.
Seconded by Mr. Erb. Motion carried.

Ch. Meanor made a motion to amend agenda item number 11.

Mr. Pallone said the proposed amendment will read as follows: Accept the retirement of
Michael Klein, Chief of Police, effective October 28, 2022, and to approve the hiring of Michael
Klein as a part-time Superintendent of Police, thirty two hours per week, non civil service,
effective October 31, 2022 through June 30, 2023, at a salary in the amount of $3,306.88 per bi-
weekly pay cycle, conditionally on execution of an employment agreement between the
parties. Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve this amendment. Seconded by Mr. Erb.

Attorney Mueller asked for public comment.

Frances Brown asked if this will be part-time pay if he exceeds thirty two hours and does this
include Drug Task Force. Will he be retiring for good on June 30 2023?

Mr. Pallone stated that he will not exceed 32 hours per week, and the Drug Task Force are not
Township assignments, the wages are paid by outside agencies.

Attorney Mueller stated that the position would end on June 30, 2023. There is a condition
that there be an employment agreement, and | expect in that agreement will be an agreed
upon expiration date.

Mrs. Brown asked who will cover the building when he’s not here, since it’s part-time.

Mr. Pallone said that he’s being paid 80% of the wage to have 100% of the responsibility.

Mrs. Brown asked if he is retiring on October 28", and rehired two days later, is that what
you’re saying?

Attorney Mueller said yes, he will retire from full-time Chief of Police on October 28™", and the
new position would be a part-time Superintendent.

Mrs. Brown asked if that will be another pension to be paid?

Mr. Pallone said no. The Pension Ordinance for this Township is very specific as to who earns
pension time. This position is clearly outside of the four corners of the Ordinance.

Tom Leyland asked if they are going to look for a full-time Chief of Police, and will it be
advertised?



Mr. Pallone said we’ve already started that process. We remain optimistic that this will all be
taken care of by mid next year. If you follow the media, the area of law enforcement and
education, seems that nobody wants to go into those fields. We’re hopeful that we’ll find a
Chief that will be willing to come here, or look at promoting from within.

Mr. Leyland said | know we have a lot of great police officers, and I’'m sure one of them would
qualify to be our new Police Chief.

Dr. Bengel said | move that we approve that motion. Mrs. Nee seconded the motion to
separate.

Mr. Dizard said | want to have a separate motion to accept the October 28 retirement as
described by the Deferred Retirement Option Plan, and then separately we vote on the rehire.
They’re two distinctly separate issues. Seconded by Mrs. Nee.

Ch. Meanor said there is a motion to separate item 11.

Mr. Pallone said make it 11A and 11B. 11A would be to accept the retirement of Michael Klein
as Chief of Police on October 28, 2022, and 11B would be to rehire him as Superintendent, as
stated before, through June 30, 2023.

Mr. Pallone asked for a roll call vote to separate the motion, as stated above.
Mr. Meanor —no

Mr. Dizard — yes

Dr. Bengel —no

Mr. Erb —no

Mrs. Nee — yes

Motion did not pass.

Mr. Erb made a motion to approve the amendment to accept the retirement of Michael Klein
Chief of Police, effective October 28, 2022, and to approve the hiring of Michael Klein as a part-
time Superintendent of Police, thirty two hours per week, non civil service, effective October
31, 2022 through June 30, 2023, at a salary in the amount of $3,306.88 per bi-weekly pay cycle,
conditionally on execution of an employment agreement between the parties. Seconded by Dr.
Bengel. Mr. Dizard opposed.

Mr. Pallone asked for a roll call vote on this motion.
Mr. Meanor — yes

Mr. Dizard — no

Dr. Bengel —yes

Mr. Erb —yes

Mrs. Nee — yes



Motion carried. Mr. Dizard opposed.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the renewal Insurance Agreement with MRM Property
and Liability Trust, through The HUB Group, Inc. for the Package and Excess Liability Policy in
the amount of $86,048.00 for the period of May 31, 2022 through May 31, 2023. Seconded by
Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Erb made a motion to approve Change Order #1 for price adjustment of Asphalt Material
for the 2022 Paving Program to A. Liberoni, Inc. in the amount of $28,873.89. Seconded by Mr.
Dizard. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve payment in full to A. Liberoni, Inc. for the 2022 Road
Paving Program in the amount of $459,778.41, including Change Order #1. Seconded by Mrs.
Nee. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the Allegheny Valley North Council of Governments 2021
Blight Removal Program Demolition Projects Bid for Harrison Township at project # 2021-BRP-
011 with Ron Gillette, Inc. in the amount of $28,244.30, the lowest responsible bidder.
Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the revised Cochran Developer’s Agreement to remove
#1 Cochran Automotive as the Developer and add Cochran R.E., L.P. as the Developer.
Seconded by Mr. Erb. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve Resolution No. 1908 approving easement, right-of-way,
and right of entry agreements consistent with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Administrative Order of Consent requiring the Township to increase the capacity of the sewer
main serving identified properties in the Township (EPA mandated) and authorizing the proper
officers to execute said Agreements. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve Resolution No. 1909 approving the application of a
Multimodal Transportation Fund Grant in an amount not to exceed $2,000,000.00 with the
Commonwealth Financing Authority for intersection improvements at Freeport Road, Springhill
Road and Broadview Boulevard. Seconded by Mr. Erb. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the Articles of Agreement with Cargill, Inc. — Salt, Road
Safety for the supply and delivery of Rock Salt through June 30, 2023 as bid and recommended
by South Hills Area Council of Governments. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to reject all bids for the Silver Lake Park Trail and Expansion project
opened on July 21, 2022 and authorize the rebid of the project. Seconded by Mrs. Nee. Motion
carried.



Dr. Bengel said | want to give a shout out to the Township employees. The front office with
Susan and John do an incredible job, the Police, we can’t say enough about them, the Public
Works all do a good job. But | want to give a particular shout out to the Zoning and Ordinance
Office. They’re really coming into their own. There were a couple of blighted properties and
they were immediately taken care of . The Township employees get the short end of the stick
sometimes, but | think they do a great job.

Remarks from visitors/Public comment:
Bill Godfrey gave a report on Natrona Comes Together.

Justin Westmoreland spoke about the ambulance service, EMTs, run cards, and the
requirements that must be met by the firemen/ambulance service.

Rob Pomaybo spoke regarding the fire companies, and perhaps getting together to discuss
these kind of issues. Also stated that Chief Klein has been a great asset to the community.

Zak Meso spoke regarding the fire companies, and possibly updating some of the criteria.
Brian Nee asked questions regarding retirement of Chief Klein.

Mr. Leyland spoke regarding the Public Works Department cutting grass around stop signs and
fire hydrants.

Karen Wantland announced that the Alle-Kiski Health Foundation partners with Highlands High
School, there’s a program for junior firefighters, they can enroll in the program, and depending
on how many hours they have, they can be eligible to receive two years at Allegheny
Community College to continue their education.

Scott Slezak asked why the vacancy on the Planning Commission wasn’t acted on tonight. s it
a matter of waiting for the right applicants to come in?

Mr. Pallone said he has posted the positions. With all due respect, it has nothing to do with the
right applicants. We have several applicants on file. There is a protocol in the Township on
filling vacancies. Posting the vacancies is not a requirement. Whether you’re an incumbent or
not, it’s still considered a vacancy. We're cleaning up the Resolution, and making it uniform.

Mrs. Brown asked a question about placing ads in the newspaper.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
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