Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
July 26, 2021

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
6:00 p.m. by Chairman William Heasley.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call = William Heasley, Gary Meanor, Eric Bengel and Chuck Dizard were present. Gary Lilly
was absent.

Remarks from Visitors

Michael Klein stated that three meetings ago Commissioner Bengel brought up about the status
of the Heights Plaza. Now | drive by there and see that there are no “for lease” signs from the
Fortune Buffet north. Every other dark space has a “for lease” sign, and there is nothing north
of where Dollar Bank is located. That is an integral part of the commercial district. It was
suggested that the receiver talked about demolishing that portion. | don’t know if the Board
knows what he’s doing or what his plans are, but | would suggest that it should remain
retail/commercial. Retail needs visibility. To tuck retail into the back of the Plaza isn’t feasible.
The community needs that to be retail, so if he’s suggesting something that’s not in compliance
with B-1....does anybody know that?

Ch. Heasley said I'm surprised that there’s signs up there. He asked Eric Bengel if he had talked
to them since the last meeting with them? Dr. Bengel said no. Ch. Heasley said he wasn’t very
informative with what he was doing. If his goal is to get some major department store in there,
it’s not going to happen.

Mr. Meanor said that he wasn’t very open to some of the questions we had.

Mr. Klein said it’s not going to happen if you don’t even advertise for it. Does anybody on this
Board know what the plans for the Plaza are?

There was no response to this question.

Township Manager Rich Hill said one of the things that we discussed before was that it’s still in
receivership, so the guy that’ leasing it is not the owner of the property. The private equity
company is the owner of the property. | did reach out to the current manager and | asked him
the question that you’ve proposed and he said they're possibly saving that for a bigger anchor
tenant. What you're suggesting is possibly a zoning change ahead of time.



Mr. Klein said no I'm not. It’s currently zoned B-1. If he’s suggesting housing, or senior housing,
that’s not retail or business. That’s a conditional use. If we give him the idea that we’re good
with that, then that’s a disservice to this community. That’s town central there, and that
should be retail in that entire upper portion. That’s where the visibility is for stores. | don’t
think putting in a hi-rise would sit well with the community. It’s not good for the health of that
shopping center. It would do nothing except diminish the health of that shopping center. My
question is this: why isn’t any of that entire space, even if you’re looking for an anchor store,
that wouldn’t take up that entire space, have any “for lease” signs up. Let’s not fiddle while
Rome burns, and the Township just sit on their hands and does nothing. They need put on
notice that the property is zoned B-1 and we’re expecting our retail district to be enhanced, as
you suggested nearly three years ago. | realize that you're not going to get people flooding
into the place, but if you're going to lease retail space, the prime space is right there out front
where there is visibility.

Ch. Heasley said they couldn’t do anything without our approval. They do have to present any
plans that they may have. We do have that for protection.

Mr. Klein said | understand that. | would be concerned that whoever is doing it, could put their

plan in place and seek federal funding to complete a project and we could end up getting
bulldozed over.

Ch. Heasley said | would think that before they would request funding, they would have to get
the okay from the Township first. It would be foolish to apply for funding without our approval.
While it’s in receivership, everyone’s hands are tied.

Mr. Klein said | understand that, but he has his own ideas because | was at one of the meetings.

He could interpret it as implied consent if no one on this Board tells him any different, and how
they feel about it.

Mr. Dizard said that he did say that his people thought they would be clear in the courts at the
end of summer. It may be timely, Rich, to give Lupkin a call and see what the receivership
status is.

Mr. Hill said I can do that.

Mr. Klein said | would ask why any of the vacancies to the north don’t have any “for lease” signs
in them.

Mr. Hill said | did reach out to the manager and he didn’t have a good answer for it.
Mr. Klein said pull rank on him and go to Lupkin.

Mr. Hill reviewed the information in the Manager’s Report with the Board of Commissioners.



Mr. Meanor made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 28, 2021 Regular Meeting.
Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Ch. Heasley read letters received from Chief Michael Klein commending Sgt. Turack, Sgt.
Bouch, Det. Signorella, Ptl. Ellinger, Ptl. Mackowski, Ptl. Olszewski and Ptl. Stebler on two
recent arrests/investigations. Ch. Heasley commended these officers, and stated that their
work is appreciated.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the bills payable in the amount of $30,466.46 to be paid
from the General Fund, and $23,768.80 to be paid from the Bond Account. Seconded by Dr.
Bengel. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the paid bills to be ratified for June 2021 in the amount of
$233,563.52. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to recommend that Allegheny Valley North Council of Governments
make payment to Minniefield Demolition Services, LLC for the 2019 Safe Neighborhood
Demolitions Partial Payment Application No. 1 in the amount of $16,100.00 Seconded by Mr.
Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to accept Resolution No. 1881 — to apply for funding for the Harrison
Trail/Street Nexus Project. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel asked when the paving of the streets will begin? Are they still going to do the area
by the Honor Roll?

Mr. Hill said their date to proceed is going to be running out, we’ve been pushing them.
Regarding the Honor Roll, there’s been some issues with right of ways, I'll have to talk to Don
Trant.

Mr. Dizard said | think we should do it and ask for forgiveness later.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m.
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