Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
July 27, 2020

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
6:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Gary Meanor.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call — Gary Meanor, Eric Bengel and Chuck Dizard responded to roll call. William Heasley
and Gary Lilly were absent. The Solicitor and Engineer were not present.,

Dr. Bengel made a motion to accept the minutes of the June 22, 2020 Regular Meeting.
Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Remarks from visitors:

Chief Michael Klein said | want to clarify something about the Springhill Road project.
Unfortunately, Commissioner Dizard put out a false narrative to different groups and
individuals that | was opposed to this project. Absolutely false. Shame on me for having an
opinion. | agree with the concept. I'm an avid biker, a runner and a hiker. I’'m also the Chief of
Police, so I've got to convey the thoughts of the Police Department. There’s safety and
practicality issues that | put out there, just as an opinion. It's okay to have an opinion and okay
to disagree, but instead it was attack mode towards me, because how dare | have an opinion
that differs from his. Everyone is aware that this is going to go through. This wasn’t trying to
stop or sabotage it. | felt they could have used the right of way. The Police Department took
issue with losing a travel lane. One on Springhill Road and two on North Canal Street. Think
about it, with an emergency vehicle, it’s our main route of travel driving down Springhill Road,
and being stuck behind a vehicle, whether you put the lights on or not and they pull over, you
have to go into an oncoming lane. | was absolutely not opposed to it, I’'m well aware that it’s
going to go through. Wherever it lands, it lands.

Vice-Ch. Meanor said your opinion and your concerns are valuable. Anybody’s are, and yours
are definitely valuable.

Chief Klein said quite frankly, the County should have been after that right of way years ago.
They should have taken care of the vegetation and created a decent right of way. Yes, |

suggested Argonne Drive for bicycling and so forth, but | was hoping that the Springhill Road
right of way could have been utilized , therefore, we would still have those two travel lanes.

Vice-Ch. Meanor said that’s a good point.

Manager’s Report:



Manager Rich Hill reviewed the information included in his Manager’s Report with the Board.

Mr. Hill announced that the 2020 paving project must be completed by September 26, 2020
and the seal coating must be completed by August 29, 2020. He will contact the Township
Engineer to see when they’re starting.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the Civil Service Commission’s promotional and entry
level coordination proceedings and to pay any relevant costs incurred from the external testing
agencies. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Chief Klein advised that the Civil Service Commission utilizes outside testing agencies.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the paid bills to be ratified for June, 2020 and also the
bills payable for July 2020. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve General Code’s proposal for codification services in the
amount of $12,995. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard asked if this is the same company that has been doing this, and is this a master
overview of the past years?

Mr. Hill said yes.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to accept the highest bid of $888 from Eric Ruhlman for the sale of
the 1987 Chevrolet Utility Truck. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Jim Erb asked if there is a possibility of talking to the County regarding the Springhill Road
project before the next meeting. You would think that they would want people involved in
emergency services. Dr. Bengel said he will give Jim the email address and who to contact.

Mr. Erb said I'm sure you've heard of the horrific ambulance call a couple of weeks ago where
the two year old drowned in the swimming pool. | think the swimming pool ordinance needs
some work. Two parts of the ordinance are confusing.

Chief Klein said what’s wrong with it. I've read it, there’s nothing wrong with it. If you have an
inground pool you have a fence around it, and above ground pools have a portable ladder.

Mr. Hill said we’ll take a look at it.

Bill Rudolph asked if there’s money budgeted for the Honor Roll this year. Mr. Hill advised that
last year’s budget was for $50,000, and we earmarked $30,000 for there. There’s probably a
carryover from last year. | need to sit down with Joe and see what your finances are.



Dr. Bengel announced that they would like to rededicate the memorial on October 29,

Bill Godfrey said | want to thank you Chief Mike Klein. | know it’s hard being a police officer
these days. Fifteen years ago in Natrona, it became the wild west, but | talked to you and you
listened, and you do a great job with this department. | can’t thank you enough.

Chief Klein said thank you.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried. Meeting

adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
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