Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
July 29, 2019

The Harrison Township Board of Commissioners Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by
Vice-Chairman William Poston.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Vice-Ch. Poston announced that the Board of Commissioners held an Executive Session prior to
the Regular Meeting, to discuss possible litigation.

Roll Call: William Poston, Gary Lilly and Chuck Dizard were present. William Heasley and
Robin Bergstrom were absent. Township Solicitor Charles Means and Township Engineer
Raymond Antonelli, Jr. were also present.

Vice-Ch. Poston announced that the minutes of the June 24, 2019 Regular Meeting minutes were
not completed.

REMARKS FROM VISITORS

Karen Blake, 67 Pine Street, Natrona. She stated that she’s called here several times. There’s
blight across the street. The hedges are overgrown, you can’t walk on the sidewalk. Snakes and
raccoons come from this property. Is anything going to be done? My husband trimmed some of
the weeds. Do I call Pittsburgh, the Board of Health? I clean my own alley. We’re home
owners down there. We keep out properties nice. Nothing is being done. We’ve been
complaining for two years. I see a white Township truck coming up Karns Road and it’s full.
You need to get after these property owners.

Mr. Lilly said everything she said is right, and everything she said I have brought up. 1 just talk
to myself up here when I say anything.

Vice-Ch. Poston said we’re not ignoring blight down there, we’re spending tons of money down
there. Gary put a list together.

A resident said there’s five bad houses on Pine Street. Who do we go to? What do we do? T
take care of my place. Nothing is being done.

Mr. Lilly said 12 years ago George Conroy promised me $50,000 for demolition. I talk to these
people here and they ignore me. The weeds along Center Alley are four feet high. We had five
guys out cutting grass all summer, but they’re too busy to do that.

Mr. Antonelli said you can get help through Allegheny County Health Department for rodent
control.



Mr. Dizard said that some of these property owners are dead and no one is paying taxes. The
Ordinance says that the Township can, at our own expense, board up these houses.

Mr. Antonelli said the County has made it very expensive to demolish single family homes.
There has to be asbestos inspections done.

Mr. Lilly said you better get a new Commissioner, because the one here is not doing his job.
Everything you’re saying, I've brought up. I’'m just wasting my time. I have two more years.

A resident said come election time, we’ll remember you guys.

Aimee Miller, 37 Natrona Street, said an abandoned car sat in front of my house for three weeks.
I called because the inspection sticker said February 2019. I talked to Bucky and nothing
happened. July 2" called the police station and they tagged it. July 16" I called the police
station again because it’s still sitting on my street. The car has been on my street for eight
weeks. No one moves there car for the street sweeper, and they don’t get a ticket. I have a
picture of this stagnant water that sits between Elm Street and Natrona Street. In the winter time
it turns to ice.

Vice-Ch. Poston said that he’ll notify Chief Klein and Randy Martinka.

Christy Neal, 58 Pond Street, Natrona said work was done last year on Center Alley and my
sump pump blew up and was never fixed. I've called and heard back from nobody. Three

houses got flooded. There’s rocks all through their basements. Dirt needs filled in near my
house. The hole in my basement where the sump pump blew up last year needs to be fixed.

Mr. Antonelli said the only report that the Township received regarding backups on Chestnut
Street, Tim Napierkowski. Gary informed me that there were a couple other properties. That’s a
thirty inch diameter sewer, so I’'m not sure what’s happening there. The Commissioner’s have
authorized for that sewer to be cleaned and televised. On the other side of Center Street where
you live, the manhole pipe is open and flowing. That doesn’t mean that there wasn’t a collapse
further upstream. That sewer is scheduled to be cleaned and televised in the very near future.

Mrs. Neal said when they built up that wall last year, that was their way of fixing it. They put
that new sewer in the alley. They built a wall with little tiny rocks, and they’re everywhere in
basements because they went down the sewer system. I have pictures of the flowing down the
grates. When it rains it all washes out towards my house. It needs fixed. There’s an inch of
debris near my house. The sump pump was blown up last year and they never fixed it.

Mr. Antonelli said Arnold Plumbing did that repair.
Mrs. Neal said that’s not the issue I'm talking about. The Township had their equipment there.
Mr. Antonelli said Arnold’s had to make the corrections. That excavation was the responsibility

of the plumber. The contractor denied any responsibility for your sump pump. You need to file
a claim with your insurance company.



Mrs. Neal said I cleaned up three bags of trash from the war monuments, the guys must not be
cleaning up. They need to pay a little more attention. Gary is wonderful, always there and
trying to help.

Ed & Tracy Danka, 1006 Poplar Street, Natrona Heights said I was here a year ago and asked for
permit parking, and my neighbors came here because they didn’t want the street to be permit
parking. I'm asking if you can just put permit parking in front of our house. People from
Phillippi’s and Napa Auto park infront of my house. I’'m tired of fighting with the customers at
Phillippi’s just to park infront of my own home. We pay our taxes and keep our house nice
outside. I’m tired of them parking on my sidewalk. I’'m not replacing my sidewalk until this
nonsense is done. If someone trips on my sidewalk I’m sending them over here, and one of you
can pay the claim. I’m done with this.

Mr. Poston said okay, I'll be over.

Dawn Schusler, Boston Colony, Natrona Heights said we talked about it at the last meeting,
They’re parking on both sides of Alter Road. People are leaving their cars, and she presented
pictures. I talked to Robin about the parking and damages and she seems to think it’s just on our
side. They’re parking across from our entrance to Boston Colony. They’re coming closer to
my place because there’s no room. I want no parking on my side and immediately across.

Vice-Ch. Poston said we’re going to advertise an Ordinance for no parking on the east side, 50
feet in each direction. If that doesn’t resolve the problem, we can add to it.

Chief Klein said the Township doesn’t just pass Ordinances unless there’s a hazard. If there’s a
car parked on your side, it inhibited your vision. If they’re on the west side, it’s not inhibiting
your vision coming out of Revere Road.

Cindy Salerno, 2600 Monroe Street, Natrona Heights, asked for the status on demolishing the
house on 2602 Monroe Street. I'm wondering if the homeowner disputed the demolition.

Doug Gallagher, Zoning/Ordinance Officer said he’s still waiting on a response.

Aaron Silverman & Todd Oshell, 1001 Springhill Road, Natrona Heights. We represent ABC
Transit, the new transportation contractor for Highlands School District. We have six locations
in western PA and we’re excited to make this our seventh location. The district awarded us the
contract in May and finalized it June 25™ so we didn’t have a lot of time. In order to provide
service with this new contract, Aaron entered into an agreement on June 14" for lease or
purchase of 1001 Springhill Road. At that time, we were given the impression that the use of the
bus garage was permitted, given its prior use on the property. We were made aware of some
potential issues.

Mr. Silverman presented pictures of the site location. Senate Engineering is doing a full site
plan, and this is what we’re proposing, to build a building. We’ll comply with all aspects of the
Township, apply for everything and go through the process.



Mr. Oshell said our goal is to be a part of this district, bring a high level of service to this
community. It’s a good location for us. We’re asking the Commissioners to consider drafting an
Ordinance, amending the zoning code for use of this property as a bus garage. Aaron has roots
in the community, through his family. We’re excited to start our service here.

Mr. Dizard said I think having the bus garage down there has some appeal. You’re doing
substantial repairs, that would represent a million dollars in taxable income. Will you have fuel
there? Have you considered the traffic at Springhill Road and Freeport Road?

Mr. Silverman said they would like to eventually, it involves permitting. Buses will travel at off-
peak times. Ours is earlier in the morning and earlier in the afternoon. It’s off peak times. The
traffic count would be exactly the same through that intersection.

Mr. Poston said it seems like it was up and running and nobody checked with the Township.
There’s buses on the property already. You didn’t go through the proper channels to see if it was
legal to do that. We don’t have a problem with ABC coming in, it just has to be done properly.

Mr. Silverman said with how late it was approved, there were a couple of issues along the way, it
got delayed several weeks and put us in a bad spot, That wasn’t our intention, to not do things

properly.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to authorize the Solicitor to draft an amendment to the Zoning
Ordinance that would permit school bus garages in that zoning district, as a conditional use.
Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Vice-Ch. Poston said the Board is not at full capacity with two people on vacation.
Attorney Means said I would draft the Ordinance. It would first go to the Planning Commission,
and eventually the final say will be this whole Board, after it’s advertised in the paper, and that

could not be until September.

Jim Erb said you guys are planning on trails and making Springhill Road three lanes, that’s
something that should be considered.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Fire, Property and Grants: Mr. Hill read the reports from Harrison Hills Fire Co., Hilltop Hose
Fire Co. and Citizens Hose Fire Co.

Finance: Mr. Dizard stated that the paid bills to be ratified for June, 2019 amounts to
$227,900.85. Mr. Dizard moved to approve these bills. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

General Fund bills payable for July, 2019 - $23,937.62. Mr. Dizard moved to approve these
bills for payment. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried. Bond Account bills payable for July,



2019 - $51,343.78. Mr. Poston moved to approve these bills for payment. Seconded by Mr.
Lilly. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard said the that Recreation Board has submitted a detailed budget for the Christmas
Parade. The Recreation Board has secured the old Christmas wreaths from the Plaza. The Plaza
people have agreed to let us hang those wreaths at the Plaza. The Plaza is also going to have the
electricity put in at the Christian Book Store so that we can store the wreaths there. The Plaza
has agreed to let us put up a tent for the festival. Christmas Parade will be on December 7.

Zoning and Ordinance: Mr. Lilly read the Zoning/Ordinance report for June/July, 2019,

Mr. Dizard asked where are we with the demolition COG Grant? Are the five properties for the
COG going on?

Attorney Means said on all of those, the legal work has been completed. As of today, all five
have got a letter that has gone to Tom Benecki to tell him that legal clearance is good.

Public Safety: Vice-Ch. Poston read the Police Report for June, 2019.
Public Works: Mr. Hill read the Public Works report, in Ch. Heasley’s absence.

Engineer’s Report: Mr. Antonelli advised that he received the invoice for flow monitoring from
Drnach Environmental, Inc. for the Pond Street/Penn Street sewer, in the amount of $1,400.00
and recommended approval for payment. Mr. Dizard moved to approve this invoice for
payment. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1835 — Authorizing Harrison Township to enter into a Cooperation Agreement
with the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County, relating to the Redevelopment
Assistance Capital Program. Mr. Dizard said this is the State Grant that we were awarded, the
$500,000 State Funding Economic Development Grant, most of that money would go towards
strategic demolition. It’s within that grant that there are 35 to 40 structures, mostly in Natrona.
We’re approving the relationship with the Township and Allegheny County Redevelopment
Authority. They take 2% of whatever we use of that grant. Mr. Dizard moved to adopt
Resolution No. 1835. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard said the grant is really complicated. The deadline is August 15®. I make a motion
that we send a letter to the State requesting additional time for the submission of the grant
application. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1836 -Authorizing Richard G. Hill, Jr., and Susan K. Motosicky to act on behalf
of the Township of Harrison as Authorized Signers with respect to the Township of Harrison
Police Pension Plan and all related sub accounts, with Wells Fargo. Mr. Dizard moved to adopt
Resolution No. 1836. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.



Authorize return of the original Performance Bond to Sheetz in the amount of $229,128.00, as
recommended by the Township Engineer. Mr. Dizard so moved. Seconded by Mr. Lilly.
Motion carried.

Authorize Third Quarter 2019 Allocations to the Volunteer Fire Departments, in amount of
$1,750.00 to each Department. Mr. Dizard so moved. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Authorize advertisement of an Ordinance amending Chapter 15, Section 403.1 of the Harrison
Township Code of Ordinances by imposing parking restrictions applicable to Alter Road in the
vicinity of its intersection with Revere Road and imposing penalties for violation. Mr. Dizard
made a motion to authorize advertisement of this Ordinance. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion
carried.

Act on request from United Steel Workers Local 1196 of Brackenridge to close Vermont Way on
August 26, 2019 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. for Fannie Sellins Centennial Commemoration.

Mr. Dizard moved to grant this request. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Mr. Rudolph said regarding the Honor Roll over here, we’ve been getting prices to repair it. We
haven’t had anyone with knowledge to look at it to see if it’s sound. Do we need a structural

engineer?

Vice-Ch. Poston said we had an architect look at it and say that the foundation is solid enough to
continue.

Mr. Rudolph said I’m talking about the structure itself. Mr. Wasiloski isn’t an engineer. We
need someone with knowledge. Mr. Rudolph presented pictures of the Honor Roll.

Mr. Antonelli said from looking at the pictures, it’s not structurally sound. I’ll take a look at it
and report to the Board.

Vice-Ch. Poston said my idea is to have the names done in laminated plastic.
Mr. Dizard moved to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Poston. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at

8:35 p.m.

ATTEST: TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON

~Owoan K Moloaccly

Township Secretary




