Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
June 22, 2020

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
6:00 p.m. by Chairman William Heasley.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call - William Heasley, Gary Meanor, Eric Bengel, Gary Lilly and Chuck Dizard responded to
roll call. The Solicitor and Engineer were not present.

Ch. Heasley announced that the previous month’s minutes are complete.
Remarks from visitors:

Bill Godfrey said that rehab of the historical district and the children’s education program has
been on hold since covid-19. The funding has been cancelled also. Mr. Godfrey spoke of the
concerns with the kids congregating for lunches and activities. Mr. Godfrey also said that he is
100% in favor of the proposed path to go up Springhill Road.

Tom Cjaka asked how the Board felt about the Springhill Road project. The presentation they
put on line is terrific, and it’s a win win situation. That’s a lot of money from Allegheny County,
and not costing us anything. All that road has been is a raceway.

Ch. Heasley said there’s some concern from Chief Klein about the safety of this, and from
Tomson’s scrap yard with all the trucks that go in and out of there.

Mr. Cjaka said that all of the safety concerns have been addressed in their presentation.

Manager Rich Hill said that he’s concerned with signing the maintenance agreement, and
liability issues. There was never a public meeting before the design phase. Why do the public
comment after the design work? A lot of people didn’t know what was going on.

Mr. Godfrey said they’ve been working on this for a long time, and then to have it sabotaged at
the last minute.

Mr. Lilly said it’s all bullshit. Tomson’s are complaining about the turning lane, and the Chief
has concerns. It’s all bullshit. I’'ve been sitting down there during this covid-19, I've counted at
least fifteen people. It's not going to hurt anything. It should have never been built that way
anyhow, with two lanes. It's all horse shit.



Mr. Dizard if you go to the website, the video is very elegant and presented in simple plain
English. They’ve done some nice design work. They’ve expanded the turn at Tomson’s, they’ve
taken out the curve and widened the truck access turn.

Ch. Heasley said there a lot of truck traffic and when this started, ABC Transit wasn’t there.
There’s a lot of bus traffic.

Mr. Lilly said this wasn’t a problem until certain people got involved. They go too fast up and
down there.

Ch. Heasley said I'm not disputing that, but now we have school buses going in and out. | hope
they take that into consideration as well. I’'m not saying I'm against it.

Mr. Lilly said all I'm saying is that there’s certain people that don’t like it. I've been around long
enough. I've done accidents, not like these fender benders around here, I’d go and pick the bad
spots on the road and write a letter to Harrisburg.

Ch. Heasley said I'm not against it, I'm just saying | hope they took the buses into consideration.
Years ago they should have cut down the trees along the road and make a sidewalk. It’s all
overgrown.

Mr. Hill reiterated the concerns with liability and the Township entering into a maintenance
agreement. | think they put the cart before the horse. They spent a lot of money on design
work, then asked for public comment.

Mr. Godfrey said that’s because of the virus.

Township Secretary Susan Motosicky suggested that we place an article in the newspaper to let
the public know what’s going on. A lot of people don’t even realize this is going on.

Mr. Cjaka said if you look up the minutes, everyone was for this project.
Ms. Motosicky said I'm not talking about just the people sitting here at the meeting. How
about the rest of the public, they should have a say. If people aren’t aware of the project, how

can they make a comment. Maybe something on the front page of the newspaper.

Dr. Bengel asked if there will be additional costs to the Township. We would have to ask the
Solicitor for advise.

Mr. Hill said absolutely there will be. They’re assuming we’ll take over the maintenance and
liability. You can get all the grants you want, you have to look down the road at future costs.

Mr. Dizard said we’ll have to plow.



Dr. Bengel asked if we plow sidewalks in the Township. Mr. Hill said no.
Manager’s Report:
Mr. Hill reviewed the information included in his Manager’s Report with the Board.

Mr. Lilly moved to approve the bills payable for June, 2020 in the amount of $33,753.41.
Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Lilly moved to approve the bills from the Bond Account in amount of $9,494.87. Seconded
by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Lilly moved to approve the paid bills to be ratified for May, 2020 in amount of $72,128.75.
Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Ch. Heasley announced that the Board of Commissioners held an Executive Session on June 15
2020, also prior to this Regular Meeting, to discuss a personnel matter.
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Mr. Dizard made a motion to ratify the personnel decision as set forth in Confidential Exhibit A.
Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion recommending that the Allegheny Valley North Council of
Governments make payment to the Contractor, Santamaria Landscape & Cement Contractors,
Inc. for ADA Handicap Sidewalk Ramps from the Federal Grant Funds in amount of $20,013.00.
Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1855 — Authorizing a Treevitalize Application for the Spring 2021 Award. Mr.
Dizard moved to adopt this Resolution. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Ordinance No. 2011 — amending the Township Code of Ordinances, Chapter 1 Administration
and Government, Part 6, Municipal Employee Retirement System, to amend its non-uniformed
pension plan administered by the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement Law. Mr. Dizard moved
to adopt this Ordinance. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Mr. Lilly said we were talking about grants. Ten years ago | was promised $40,000 to tear
houses down, and we’ve never gotit. There’s a house that caught on fire, and it’s still
standing and the neighbor has to put up with that. We should contact our attorney.

Ch. Heasley said there’s a procedure to go through. You just can’t go tear houses down.

Mr. Hill said it’s not our responsibility, it’s the homeowners responsibility.

Bill Rudolph announced that the Veteran Banners are sold out.



Mr. Dizard moved to adjourned.
adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
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