Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Meeting
June 27, 2022

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was held at the
Harrison Township Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Natrona Heights, Pa 15065. The
Reguar Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Gary Meanor.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call - Gary Meanor, Chuck Dizard, Eric Bengel, Jim Erb, Jamie Nee and Township Manager
John Pallone responded to roll call. Township Solicitor Emily Mueller was also present.

Mr. Pallone announced that the Board of Commissioners met in Executive Session of April 25,
2022 and May 19, 2022 to discuss personnel matters.

Mr. Pallone submitted the following reports to the Board of Commissioners, and are on file in
the Administrative Office: Police Department report, Engineer’s report, and the Zoning &
Ordinance Department report for the last six months, as requested. Also a report from
Magistrate Bengel regarding the Zoning and Ordinance Department. Mr. Pallone will review
the report with the Magistrate and report back to the Board of Commissioners.

Remarks from visitors: Agenda items only:

Frances Brown, 12 Chestnut Street, Natrona Pa 15065. Mrs. Brown spoke regarding the
retirement of the Chief of Police, and Minutes of the Regular Meetings.

Norb Cieslinski, 1734 Sylvan Avenue, Natrona Heights Pa 15065. Mr. Cieslinski had a question
regarding items 18 and 19 on the agenda, asking why there wasn’t a Resolution Number for
these agenda items, and asked for clarification on these Resolutions.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes for the January 24, 2022, February
28,2022, April 25, 2022 and May 23, 2022 Regular Public Meetings of the Harrison Township
Board of Commissioners, and the Public Hearing Minutes for the March 30, 2022 Public
Hearing. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to accept the Police Report, June 2022 Engineer’s Report and the
Ordinance Office Report. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to ratify payment of the Paid Bills for April 2022 in the amount of
$110,400.97 and May 2022 in the amount of $98,823.70. Seconded by Mrs. Nee. Motion
carried.



Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the Bills Payable for the month of May 2022 from the
General Fund in the amount of $73,948.22, and from the Bond Account in the amount of
$121,973.97. Seconded by Mr. Erb. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the Bills Payable for the month of June 2022 from the
General Fund in the amount of $50,214.33, and from the Bond Account in the amount of
$24,132.72. Seconded by Mrs. Nee. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the correction for the renewal Insurance Agreement with
Greenwich Insurance Company, through the HUB International Three Rivers for Public Officials
and Employment Practices Liability Coverage in the amount of $22,500 Annual Premium for the
period of May 31, 2022 through May 31, 2023, misstated as $55,500. Seconded by Mr. Dizard.
Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the Contractor’s Partial Payment No. 3 and authorize the
Allegheny Valley North Council of Governments to release payment to Ron Gillette, Inc. in the
amount of $5,824.98. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Erb made a motion to approve the Contractor’s Partial Payment No. 4 (final) and authorize
the Allegheny Valley North Council of Governments to release payment to Ron Gillette, Inc. in
the amount of $17,619.87. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the Comprehensive Maintenance Services Agreement
between the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the Township of Harrison for the period
2022-2023 through 2024-2025 for minor routine maintenance work State Highway (SR 1001)
Emerson Street to County Line — sweeping in the amount of $13,790.40. Seconded by Mr. Erb.
Motion carried.

Mrs. Nee made a motion to approve the Right of Entry and Access Agreement between the
County of Allegheny, PA and the Township of Harrison for reconstruction of existing storm
sewer pipes that cross under Township property known as Block & Lot No. 1225-C-00075,
Veterans Alley. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve a Resolution approving the acquisition and disposition of
vacant lots, commonly known as parcels 1368-R-101 and 1368-R-102, pursuant to the
Allegheny County Vacant Property Program. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard stated that in the past, the Board was given more detail on the parcels, such as
addresses and who the applicant was and what they plan on doing with the property. | think it
would be helpful to have this information. The Board agreed, and Mr. Pallone stated that he
will provide this information in the future.



Mr. Erb made a motion to approve a Resolution approving the acquisition and disposition of
vacant lots, commonly known as parcel 1368-L-0023, pursuant to the Allegheny County Vacant
Property Program. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to table the Retirement of Michael Klein, Chief of Police effective
October 28, 2022 and to approve the hiring of Michael Klein as Chief of Police effective October
31, 2022 at the annual base salary of $85,978.88, not to exceed 32 hours per week. Mr. Dizard
stated that this came to us late Friday afternoon, before having a chance to understand it and
get the details. Id like to table it until no later than August. It could be on the agenda for July,
no later than August. Seconded by Mrs. Nee. Mrs. Nee stated that she sent an email on Friday
evening requesting an Executive Session, and have not yet received a response from anyone. |
have a lot of questions, | wasn’t here before this. | need to make an educated vote.

Ch. Meanor asked if the Board would like to have an Executive Session now. Dr. Bengel said he
is in favor of having it now. Mrs. Nee stated that she wanted it prior to the meeting and would
like to schedule a meeting.

Dr. Bengel said there is a motion on the table, and | make a motion to accept the Resolution.
Seconded by Mr. Erb.

Mr. Pallone stated that there is a motion made to table this item, with a second. You can make
a motion to amend that motion, but you can’t make a new motion. You have to vote on that
motion. You can make a motion to amend that motion, but you can’t make a new motion.

Mike Klein asked why don’t you have an Executive Session now? This isn’t about the past
agreement, this is about moving forward.

Mr. Dizard said this is going to require more than an off the cuff, late in the night discussion.

Dr. Bengel said you guys messed with Mike before on this. Ch. Meanor said | don’t think
anyone wants to mess with Mike, we just need facts.

Mr. Pallone said Mr. Chairman, if you want to go into Executive Session, I'm prepared to give
you all of the research that I've done. | spoke with labor counsel, and I’'m prepared to
recommend the action, and explain in Executive Session, whatever information is necessary for
the Board to be fully informed.

Mrs. Nee stated that when she requested an Executive Session via email, not one of you
responded to me. Dr. Bengel said we’re not supposed to be emailing and discussing things via
email. I don’t respond to anyone via email because it’s not proper. Ch. Meanor said | think she
just asked for an Executive Session, not anyone’s opinion.

Mr. Klein said then let’s have it now. It's about moving forward. Mrs. Nee said no, | wanted it
prior to the Regular Meeting.



Scott Slezak (from the audience) said what’s the rush, | think we need more information.
Dr. Bengel said if the Board needs more information, we can hash this out in twenty minutes.

Ch. Meanor asked the Secretary for roll call vote on the first motion, to table to accept the
Retirement of Michael Klein as Chief of Police effective October 28, 2022 and approve the
hiring of Michael Klein as Chief of Police effective October 31, 2022 at the annual base salary of
$85,978.88, not to exceed 32 hours per week.

Mr. Dizard table. Dr. Bengel no. Mr. Meanor table. Mr. Erb no. Mrs. Nee table. Motion
tabled.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the application for a Handicap Parking Signage on Idaho
Avenue by Faith Lutheran Church at the side of the church building near the side door, pursuant
to Ordinance No. 1986 of 2016. Seconded by Mr. Erb. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to re-appoint Scott D. Slezak to the Planning Commission for a 4 year
term ending the 1** Monday of May 2026. Mr. Dizard asked to have a conversation about the
approval process from January 2017. | sent everyone a copy. Scott is a reappointment, he is
Chairman of the Planning Commission. Dr. Bengel are you saying we should follow it with him
but not other people? Mr. Dizard said in his case, he’s a standing committee member, or we
could wait another month. Mrs. Nee asked if he submitted an application. The Secretary
stated that she sent all of the Commissioner’s an email from Mr. Slezak stating that he wanted
to be reappointed.

Mr. Pallone said it’s a Resolution that establishes some type of protocol. The protocol is done
more importantly, as an exhibit. It's incorporated by referencing the Resolution. The issue with
the exhibit A, it’s very clear, it has nothing to do with Mr. Slezak, this Resolution does not
clearly state that this protocol is necessary. Certain words used such as may, and, or, can, or
shall, have very specific legal implications, and when they’re used haphazardly in documents
that weren’t drafted by legal counsel, then there can be ramifications. This Resolution does not
clearly state that this protocol is necessary. In my opinion, this is very weakly written. There’s
no violation by the Board, to take action on any of these appointments, regardless of what an
exhibit might say.

Ch. Meanor asked the Solicitor, if we do not approve any of these this evening, can Mr. Slezak
continue, because he has not been replaced? Attorney Mueller said that is correct.

Mr. Pallone said | noticed that on the some of the Boards and Commissions there are
alternates. | don’t believe that the statute provides for alternates on any of those Boards or
Commissions, and I’'m curious as to why those would be there.



Attorney Mueller stated that the Planning Commission and the Zoning Hearing Board are able
to have alternates.

Ch. Meanor suggested to table all of the appointments on tonight’s agenda. Mr. Dizard
suggested that the positions be advertised.

Dr. Bengel said the Upper Allegheny Joint Sanitary Authority appointment, he lives out of the
area, does that create a problem? Ch. Meanor said the Sewage Authority contacted me and
said that their policy is to let them finish their term, | strongly disagree, it’s our appointment.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to table all three appointments (item nos. 22, 23 and 24). Seconded
by Mrs. Nee. Motion carried. Dr. Bengel voting no.

Remarks from visitors: Public Comment:

Norb Cieslinski 1734 Sylvan Avenue, Natrona Heights, Pa 15065 spoke regarding inconsistencies
and they way things are being handled in the Zoning and Ordinance Department. He asked
who they should be getting these answers from, and is concerned that we are going against our
own Ordinances and against the Uniform Construction Code.

Dr. Bengel asked if he was coming to the Board as an employee or as a Township citizen,
because you're giving information that | don’t think a citizen would be privy to. An employee
should be going to the Township Manager, and not in public.

Mr. Cieslinski said this is all public information. I’'m here as an employee and citizen.

Dr. Bengel said you can’t be both, you're here as an employee. You're bringing something
before us that should be handled in private. That’s not proper. You're inappropriate.

Mr. Cieslinski said you're going to tell me that’s not proper. You get information and ignore it
all the time. | can’t get through to anybody. At 7:01 you bust out the door like you have
something else to do.

Ch. Meanor suggested that he talk to Mr. Pallone, and the Public Meeting is not the place to
discuss this. If you don’t get anywhere with Mr. Pallone, then come to the Board.

Jodi Johnson 1301 Meade Avenue New Kensington, Pa 15068 spoke regarding a fundraiser for
the National Kidney Foundation.

Francis Brown 12 Chestnut Street, Natrona Pa 15065 spoke regarding the potholes on Union
Avenue, Pacific Avenue and Dallas Avenue in Natrona Heights. She also spoke regarding the
Ordinance pertaining to swimming pool regulations.



Conrad Zylinski 49 Spruce Street, Natrona Pa 15065 spoke regarding a vacant lot at 45 Spruce
Street, Natrona, a property that he’s maintained for many years. He also stated that Argonne
Drive does not need repaved. He feels the money could be allocated somewhere else.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 7:01 p.m.
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