Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
June 28, 2021

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
6:00 P.M. by Chairman William Heasely.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call — William Heasley, Gary Meanor, Eric Bengel, and Chuck Dizard were present. Gary
Lilly was absent. Township Solicitor Emily Mueller was also present.

Remarks from Visitors

Ch. Heasley advised that a Mike Zewe would like to speak regarding speeding in the Township,
and asked the Township Manager Rich Hill to comment.

Mr. Hill commented that the Supt of Public Works, Randy Martinka and the Chief of Police Mike
Klein and Sgt. Brian Turack met and came up with a traffic safety plan regarding the speeding
complaints in your area of Altermoor Drive. They have put more signs up there, and we’re
going to purchase some digital devices that will show the speed you're going. They’ll be
portable so we can move them around. Chief Klein has put patrols out there at different times
of the day also.

Mr. Zewe asked what signs were put up.
Mr. Hill said they put some speed limit signs up and slow down children playing signs also.

Chief Klein said | took a ride out there today at 2:30 p.m. The signs were put on Alter Road, not
on Altermoor Drive. None of the signs were put on Altermoor Drive.

Mr. Zewe said that he appreciates the police coming out there, but they come after 5:00 p.m.
and between 9:00 and 11:00, that’s when there’s no traffic there. I'm home every day, all day
and it’s bad, really bad. When Alter Road was closed, people started to use that as a pass thru
from Rt 908 to Freeport Road. There’s more houses back there, more teenagers come to visit,
and it’s not just them speeding, it’s also the adults. People walk that road every day and kids
play on the street and ride their bikes, as they should be able to. | appreciate the plan, but |
don’t know how effective it's going to be. We'd like to suggest speed bumps. | don’t see any
other way. I’'m happy to go along with the plan, but I’'m very skeptical.

Mr. Hill said that the digital devices will be able to track what time of the day that people are
speeding so that we can target our enforcement.



Kim Ringer spoke regarding her business in the Township. She said | know there’s been a lot of
conversation about me, and | want you to have some information about me. | grew up here,
my father and his father were some of the first business owners on Freeport Road. | have been
a business owner in Harrison Township for six years. | live on 100 Bonnieview Drive right beside
Ringer’s Dog and Pet Training. I've been in Tarentum for over twenty five years. With all of the
different conversations, | want you to realize, in Natrona Heights, some of you are my
customers, thank you. | don’t think any of you have been in or toured my building. Anytime
you would like to tour my building let me know. On a daily basis in Harrison Township, | get
sixty five to seventy five customers a day. In Tarentum | get thirty to fifty a day. My business is
not just dog training. | provide a service. Not counting those seventy five people, since the
beginning of the year, I've had four hundered people come through my dog training classes.
Those people are there seven times, one day a week for seven weeks. | have a customer base.

| know there’s many conversations about me, and I've also been told that the decision has
already been made, even before | pay my $3,000, and | also know that in past history, in this
Township, those fees rack up to over $10,000. Someone calls the Solicitor and mentions my
name, that’s $500 drawn from my escrow account. Please give me a fair chance. If you want to
see my building, please contact me. Don’t pre-judge my business.

Jim Erb, township resident asked about ABC Busing Co. Around June through August of 2019
ABC Busing moved in on Springhill Road. Initially | remember coming to a meeting, and bringing
up about them already having a sign up. They realized that it shouldn’t have been there, and
were told it could be there, and it was going to addressed with the Commissioners to come up
with an agreement with them to be there. In the meantime, we always talk about how
everyone has to follow the rules, they never covered the sign until the paperwork was finished,
that was in June. In August after all of the paperwork was done, they were going to make an
agreement, and an Ordinance was written to permit buses to be in that zoning area. ABC came
here and presented the case, and it was going to be a 1.1 million dollar business, which Mr.
Dizard said we need the tax base, which | totally agree with. With that Ordinance, there were
several stipulations. Number one, they were to let first responders know when they were
putting fuel tanks in. The fire departments have not been contacted. Second, within twelve
months, a building was going to be built. That was in August of 2019. It also says in the
Ordinance that it could be extended. My problem is it’s 22 months later and there’s no building
over there. There's a three year tax abatement, the abatement should start when they start to
build the building. As of today, there’s not one zoning or building permit issued to them for a
building. It states right in the Ordinance that they were to do that within 12 months. We're
expecting every single resident to follow the rules, and they don’t even have a building permit
yet. Do you guys know something different about this 12 month rule?

Ch. Heasley said | think part of the problem has been the pandemic. Rich you need to check on
that.



Attorney Mueller advised that they did send a letter last year after the pandemic, | couldn’t tell
you what month, explaining that the pandemic had created difficulties for them. | haven’t
heard from their attorney since then.

Mr. Erb said there was nothing ever done before that.

Township Manager Rich Hill reviewed the information included in his Manager’s Report with
the Board.

Mr. Dizard asked where we’re at with the Silverlake Grant and the RACP Grant?

Mr. Hill said it’s been extended for another year. There’s some things that I'll have to go over
with the Board. We're still having issues with property ownership once those demos come
down. We have to have a business plan for the RACP Grant, and have to have someone take
ownership of those properties. I’'m going to work with Brian Clark, he’s writing a business plan.

Mr. Dizard said there’s been a lot of discussion that Aldi’s is negotiating with Harbison Nursery.
Has there been any communication with them? I've heard from two or three people that have
contacted me and are close to Mr. Harbison, that Aldi’s has proposed to buy that property.
Aldi’s won’t do the deal until they’re assured that it can be developed, recognizing the issues
along Freeport Road when Cochran bought property from Bouchat and presented to the
Planning Commission, and when they found out about the storm water management costs
would be extremely high.

Dr. Bengel asked for the status on Alsco Park and the tennis courts. | saw they were playing ball
there. Do they have permission to use it for baseball? And what is the status on the light poles

on Freeport Road. How far out is the project?

Mr. Hill said they have permission to use the Park. We’re looking at funding through PennDot
for the light pole repairs, and not sure how long to receive approval.

Mr. Meanor said that someone was working on the tennis courts on Saturday morning.

Tom Cajka asked if anyone has checked into the safety of Alsco Park. There was a tremendous
amount of cancer in that area. Dr. Bengel said that they monitor that constantly, and test the
ground.

Ch. Heasley said | know there's restrictions on digging. You can only dig so far.

Mr. Hill said we have to check with them before we do anything over there. There’s about six
inches of topsoil, and you can’t go deeper than that.

Mr. Meanor made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 24, 2021 Regular Meeting.
Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.



Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the bills payable for June, 2021 in the amount of
$36,364.81 to be paid from the General Fund. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the bills payable for June 2021 in the amount of
$18,783.62 to be paid from the Bond Account. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the paid bills to be ratified for May 2021 in the amount of
$44,196.30. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to recommend that the Allegheny Valley North Council of
Governments make payment to the Contractor, M. O’Herron Co. for the Natrona Sewer System
Improvements Partial Payment Application No. 2 from the Federal Grant Funds in the amount
of $84,382.15. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1880-Enter into Right of Entry authorizing the Federal Government to access
Township Property. Mr. Dizard make a motion to adopt Resolution No. 1880. Seconded by Mr.
Meanor. Motion carried.

Appoint a member to the Planning Commission from the applications received. Dr. Bengel
stated that a couple of weeks ago he received a phone call from one of the applicants, Chuck
Sadowski. | make a motion to appoint Chuck Sadowski to the Planning Commission. Seconded
by Mr. Meanor. Mr. Dizard opposed. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard said | support Robin, who | think is more qualified than any other resident in the
Township to be on the Planning Commission.

The Board of Commissioners issued a Proclamation to Keaton Wike and Connor Jyachosky for
the achievement of Eagle Scout.

Discussion on recommendation of the Planning Commission to amend the Zoning Ordinance
and Map to rezone the property known as 2416 Freeport Road, Natrona Heights, from R-1 to B-
1 Zoning District. This is the Walker Auto Parts.

Attorney Jacques, speaking on behalf of Walker Auto Parts stated that perhaps this was an
error on the zoning map. The B-1 district ends right before this property, as | said, it may have
been a mistake. It's on Freeport Road and adjoins a commercial area and has been there for
many years, so we felt comfortable asking for the zoning change.

Attorney Mueller stated that Mr. Jacques sent a letter stating how it is consistant with the
Comprehensive Plan, and it is not spot zoning. The Planning Commission directed me to put
together a draft Ordinance . If the Board wishes to move forward with this amendment, we
would send it to the County Planning Department and advertise for a public hearing. The Board
would need to authorize the advertisement of the Ordinance.



Mr. Dizard made a motion to authorize the advertisement of the Zoning Ordinance and Map
amendment, and to notify the County Department of Economic Development Planning Division.
Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel asked how we can help Kim Ringer resolve her issue.

Attorney Mueller said that she applied for a zoning variance to the Zoning Hearing Board and
was denied. I've heard you may be seeking a zoning ordinance change. | haven’t seen an
application, that’s the first step in this process. You apply for a zoning ordinance change. You
would explain what you’re looking for. I’'m not sure if you’re looking for your use to be allowed
in the entire zoning district, that would be a text amendment.

Mrs. Ringer said it would be a text amendment, | want my use defined, and then allowed in a
business district.

Attorney Mueller said you would apply through the Township, it would go to the Planning
Commission. They would review the application, and they would make a recommendation to
the Board of Commissioners.

Mrs. Ringer asked where is the best place for discussions as far as redefining kennel as it sits
today or adding doggie daycare. Where should that discussion happen? If | submit something
to the Planning Commission and my wording is not correct, then where do | go?

Attorney Mueller said that the Planning Commission is a good place to start.

Mrs. Ringer said when | bought that building, there were already two boarding kennels on
Freeport Road in a business district, so of course zoning said no problem because we already
have two kennels on Freeport Road. I'm afraid | may word it incorrectly.

Mr. Dizard said the Planning Commission tends to be more informal, and they tend to interact
with whoever is presenting something.

Mrs. Ringer said | was told | have to submit stuff in writing, | want to make sure there is at least
a discussion. Some of you have been in my building, some of you haven’t . | bought it
specifically so that my whole business could be there. If anyone wants to walk through, I'll give
you a tour. I do have a double income client base, income coming into Natrona Heights, and |
think you want to keep us there.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
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