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RE:

RINGER'S PET DOG TRAINING
DOG DAYCARE USE AT
3041 FREEPORT ROAD
NATRONA HEIGHTS, PA 15065

TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

S St "t et e

Harrison Township Municipal Building
1 Municipal Drive
Natrona Heights, PA 15065

Tuesday, March 30 2022; at 6:00 p.m.

Reported by:

CAVALIERE COURT REPORTING
Ena R. Marino, Court Reporter
162 Cobblestone Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
(412) 508-0035
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PROCEEDTINGS

CHAIRMAN MEANOR: The Harrison
Township Board of Commissioners will hold a
public hearing and public meeting on March 30,
2022, at 6 p.m., at the Harrison Township
Municipal Building, 1 Municipal Drive, Natrona
Heights, PA, to consider a conditional use
request in the S-1 Zoning District for a dog
daycare. This will be on the Ringer's Pet Dog
Training, dog daycare, at 3041 Freeport Road,
Natrona Heights, PA. Can we have a roll call,
Sue.

MS. MOTOSICKY: Mr. Meanor?

MR. MEANOR: Here.

MS. MOTOSICKY: Mr. Dizard?

MR. DIZARD: Here.

MS. MOTOSICKY: Dr. Bengel?

DR. BENGEL: Here.

MS. MOTOSICKY: Mr. Erb?

MR. ERB: Here.

MS. MOTOSICKY: Mrs. Nee?

MRS. NEE: Here.

CHAIRMAN MEANOR: At this time, I

will -- before I turn this over to Jacob
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Leyland, at this time I'm going to ask that
the public comments be down to three minutes
so we can keep it moving. I will turn it over
to Mr. Leyland at this point.
MR. LEYLAND: Perfect, thank you.

Just to reiterate the statement of reason for
tonight's hearing, the purpose for this
hearing is that the Board has a conditional
use application before it this evening for
consideration. This application was submitted
by Kimberly Ringer and Ringer's Dog Training
for the property known as 3041 Freeport Road,
Natrona Heights, Pennsylvania, 15065.
Ms. Ringer wishes to use the property as a dog
daycare which is 1isted under the S-1 District
as a conditional use. I offer a copy of the
application submitted by Mrs. Ringer into
evidence as Board Exhibit 1. I have also
received from the Borough copies of the legal
advertisement from the Trib Total Media for
this evening's hearing. I would offer the
same for the record. This will be Tabeled as
Board Exhibit No. 2.

Just a brief overview of how tonight's

hearing is going to work. Ms. Ringer will
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have the floor here, shortly, to present her
presentation. The Board will then have the
opportunity to ask any questions or make any
comments they have. We will then open it up
for public comments. As it's been said, we're
going to 1imit it to three minutes per person,
just because there's a full house tonight. I
also ask that you be mindful if any comment
has previously been made. You can simply say
that you second so-and-so's comment, rather
than going through all of it again, just to
make the court reporter's job a little easier
tonight. I would ask that all those persons
who plan on giving testimony tonight -- or to
make a statement -- please stand up at this
time so you may be sworn in by the court
reporter.

(Wherein all were collectively
duly sworn.)

MR. LEYLAND: Thank you.
Ms. Ringer, at this time the floor is yours to
present your case to the Board.

MS. RINGER: Okay. So, basically,
my conditional use. So, basically, I am state

Ticensed. The first condition was to be
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licensed by the State of Pennsylvania and
comply with Allegheny Health Department. The
dog warden was out here today. I am fully
licensed in Natrona Heights. The second
condition was to have a waste management
disposal plan. That was submitted. That is
page 2, what was submitted to the Township,
and then I have a letter from Allegheny Health
Department saying that the way I am going to
be disposing of waste is acceptable to them.
Then, there is a letter from DEP that also
says that my waste disposal meets their
criteria. The third condition was that my
outdoor recreation space for the dogs had
self-latching gates, it had a solid fence, and
was at least 200 feet from any residential
structure. So there is a picture of the chain
link fence which now on the residential side
has slats in it, the self-latching gate. And
then there is a picture, an aerial picture, of
my play yard to the residence, that are 200
feet. I am also over 14 feet from Sunoco's
property 1ine. We can drive a pickup truck
between my fence and Sunoco's property Tine.

Then, I had to have a buffer Zone Area B. I
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have 36 pine trees planted. I went and bought
11 leafy trees since that is now required by a
Zone B. I got a backhoe to plant those.
Those are now planted. That's the next page.
The leafy trees are kind of intermixed a
little bit with the pine trees. Then, there
is a picture of the slats that are being put
into the fence.

Then, my next conditional use was that
dogs outside would have 1 supervisor per 15
dogs. That is my norm. I always have at
least 1 employee for every 15 dogs. Any
housing structure overnight would be inside.
Yes. They are going to be sleeping inside.
They go potty outside. But the majority of
time overnight they are going to be inside.
Then, during between 11 p.m. and 6 a.m., I'd
only have 5 dogs out at a time. That's
doable. Then, the last part was any future
restrictions the Board could impose. So any
questions, anything that I can answer?

MR. LEYLAND: By all means, if
anyone has any questions or comments amongst
the Board.

DR. BENGEL: I have none.
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CHAIRMAN MEANOR: I have no
questions at this time.

MR. DIZARD: This seems to be
rather thorough.

MS. RINGER: I have been in
Tarentum for 26 years without any incidents.
I have the dog warden's business card with me
if anybody wants to call him. He said he'd be
available for any questions or issues, also.

MRS. NEE: I have no questions,
either.

MR. ERB: Only thing I would say,
thank you for your interest in making your
business in the Township larger than it
currently is.

MR. DIZARD: I would Tike to
compliment your tenacity for hanging in for a
very bureaucratic process for us mortal
citizens, seems rather unnecessary, but we do
follow the legal pathway and thank you.

MR. LEYLAND: I see a lot of
familiar faces out in the audience tonight,
somebody w ho has been relatively active in
this process on this side of the podium. I

would then, now, just open this up for any



© © 0 N O O H»r WO N -

ST G TR G T G TR G T NG Y G G G A (T (T G G Y
A A WO N =2 O O 0O N O O & W N =

public comment in either support or opposition
of Ms. Ringer's application.

MS. D: Paula D. No Tast name.
Like you were saying, it's great to see new
business here in this area. We need it. We
definitely need some new businesses, not only
just to bring the people in, 1ike I said, it's
a business that is going to be used and needed
here, for tax purpose, too, you know. We need
more of this. She has been working hard at
this. She is reputable, she's been down there
a long time. No issues. I think it's going
to be a privilege to have a business in our
area.

MR. MESO: Zachary Meso. I 1live
at 106 Bonnieview Drive. I had just moved in
this year. I had not known there was a
potential doggy daycare 100 yards from where I
was moving. Had I known that, I would not
have moved to this part of the Township. So I
have a few comments. I was here for planning
meeting where people stated Ms. Ringer needed
a solid fence. As of today, I just come down
here, she does not have a solid fence. So

that is my concern, seeing a solid fence would

10



O ©O© 00 N O O b~ 0N =

N N N N NN -2 e s e el ed e = o=A e
A A W N =2 O © 0O N O OO & WON =

11

reduce noise. Granted, I assume this is going
to go pass, overwhelming favorability in the
Township. A1l my concern is, is the noise.
If there is 30 dogs down there at 7:00 in the
evening, how is that going to be mitigated?
Do I have to call her, hey, can you take the
dogs inside? Then, what? That's my only
concern, is the noise. I am all for new
business. I wish her well. She has had
success in Tarentum. I want to be a good
neighbor. I would hope that they would be
good neighbor, as well.

MS. RINGER: Can I reply? 1Is it
up to me or what?

MR. LEYLAND: You can reply.

MS. RINGER: The fence slats are
halfway in. Since the snow came, we haven't
been able to finish them. They will be
finished by Friday. The noise, the noise in
that neighborhood is going to get drastically
worse and it's not from my dogs. As soon the
weather breaks, you're going to have people
standing out in the middle of that street
yelling and screaming and cussing in their

phones. You're going to have people peeing in
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your yard, throwing garage in your yard. My
dogs are going to be the least amount of
activity you need to worry about in the
neighborhood. If you hear dogs barking at 3,
4:00 in the morning, you need to get up and
look because somebody from Village Green is
going around your property. The noise level
in that neighborhood, you can hear 28, every
tractor trailer that goes on 28 from
Millerstown to Tarentum, you can hear. Then,
all the noise on Freeport Road. When Arnold's
starts excavating at 7:00 in the morning,
that's going to be lTouder then my dogs. I try
to keep the dogs as quiet as possible. But
this has been in the paper since July. That
fenced in field at the bottom, the street
that's behind the doggy daycare dog boarding
building, I mean, that is kind of obvious that
there is going to be dogs there at some point
in time. I know you have only been renting
there two months but 1ike I said, my dogs are
going to be the least problem -- you pray that
Walmart doesn't open back up 24 hours, because
that neighborhood is constant. Like I said,

unfortunately, we are a dead end street, so we

12
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don't get a police cruiser. We've had people
in our garages. Garbage will amount in your
yard. There will be peeing in your yard.
They'11l be going around your house, oh, I am
just going to Walmart; I am taking a shortcut.
Like I said, my dogs are going to be the least
of the conditions that happen in that
neighborhood. 1It's not a quiet neighborhood.
Maybe, with the barking dogs, they'11l not be
prowling around as much.

MS. NEE: If he did have a concern --

MS. RINGER: You can call.

MS. NEE: You wouldn't be opposed
to him calling?

MS. RINGER: No.

MR. ERB: You also have a limit on
the dogs being out at night; not to exceed
five?

MS. RINGER: Right.

MR. BERTIERI: David Bertieri. I
did perform a sound study on that facility. I
went down to the facility that Kim has, now.
Used a decibel meter. Took a reading of the
dogs in the building which is always going to

be louder than the outside. I then went up to
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new facility. I pulled my Jeep into the
facility and I turned my stereo up with the
same decibel reading that I got down below. I
had a complete survey around the property, the
decibel readings that mostly amounted to the
traffic that was going by. When I put the
decibel readings in that facility, it did not
raise the sound outside the facility at all.
When I opened the two garage doors, it raised
the noise in the facility by 2 decibels,
outside on the street. 2 decibels is
(clapped) that, that's all it does. So the
dogs really -- the noise from the traffic --
truck going by on 28, way more noise than what
a facility full of dogs would make.

MS. RINGER: We're talking 28, not
Freeport Road; 28.

MR. BERTIERI: Now, as far as the
fence, there was a comment by the Planning
Commission that did ask about a solid fence.
That's the first time it was ever mentioned.
The question I brought up was a solid
see-through or solid strong. To me, I want
the fence to be strong. I've climbed over

that fence at Ringer's, and it didn't move at
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all. Not a wafer, not a wiggle. I climbed
completely over it, back over, again. That is
one strong fence. Run into it with your car,
not getting through it. Strong. Really
wasn't a definition by the Planning
Commission. They asked a question. 1It's
supposed to be solid. The fence will do its
job. Following all the zoning -- will put the
slats in. Will block sound, as well as site,
for the dogs and the people walking by. And
the fence on your side is fully below street
grade, so any sound that comes out of the
there is going to hit back before it comes
over the top. Be happy to share if you want.

MR. LEYLAND: Thank you.

MS. SEVERA: Dawn Severa. I just
want to say I lived beside Ringer's in
Tarentum for 7 to 8 years. Never once lost my
sleep. Noise never bothered us, whatsoever.
If the dogs bark, they tell them to hush, they
hush. The dogs are very well under control by
the staff and by Kim. You won't lose a
night's sleep.

MS. RINGER: You Tived within 5
feet of my play yard.
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MR. DIZARD: Since the room is so
silent, when you have your dogs with Kim and
you take them home, you will be able to go to
Harrison Hills Park and let them roam free for
a little while. So the care and feeding of
canines is moved forward in 2022.

MS. MAILKI: David Mailki. I
don't want to rehash. There's been more than
enough sound studies. She has been down in
Tarentum for 26 years. Never had a noise
complaint. You want to hear noise? Wait
until the 0'Reilly Auto Parts has their boom
box competition on Sundays. You can hear that
way over anybody else. The noise is not a
factor. Poor Kim has been put through the
ringer trying to get this done. I think it's
just, you know, she is done everything that
she possibly could. She has done ever paid
thing, every -- redone meetings, lawyer fees.
Fees for all this stuff, you know. Let's just
get it done. We got new business in the
Heights. She 1is going to pay her taxes. And
that's all I got to say.

MR. LEYLAND: Thank you, very

much. Any additional public comments at this

16
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time? So at this time, the Board, if you
don't have any other questions or comments for
Ms. Ringer, we can adjourn back to the caucus
room and then discuss this matter. Then, we
can issue a vote afterwards if that's
something you would Tike to do, or we can just
vote on it now. It's entirely up to you.

DR. BENGEL: Vote now.

CHAIR MEANOR: I make a motion to
approve the conditional use application of
Ringer's Pet Dog Training, at 3041 Freeport
Road, Natrona Heights, PA, 15065. Do I have
that motion?

MR. DIZARD: 1I'11 make that

motion.
CHAIR MEANOR: Do I have a second?
MR. ERB: Second.
CHAIRMAN MEANOR: A11 if favor?
ALL: Aye.
CHAIRMAN MEANOR: Opposed?
(No response.)
CHAIRMAN MEANOR: The ayes have
i

(Adjourned.)

17
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(Whereupon, the above-entitled

matter was concluded at 6:22, this date.)

18
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that the

proceedings and evidence are contained

fully and accurately in the

stenographic notes taken by me on the

hearing of the within cause and that

this is a correct transcript of the

same.

S/Ena R. Marino

Commeonwealth of Pennsylvania - Notary Seal
EnaR. Marino, Notary Public
Allegheny County

My commission expires August 17, 2023
1 Camniission nomber 1264097
Member, Pennsyivania Association of Notaries




