Regular Meeting
May 23, 2017

The Regular Public Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of
Commissioners was called to order at 7:30 P.M. by Chairman Poston.

The Pledge of Allegiance was repeated.

Roll Call — Commissioners Lilly, Poston, Bergstrom, Heasley and
Dizard were present.

The Solicitor and Engineer were also present.

Chairman advised the April 2017 Minutes were not complete yet.

Remarks from Visitors:

David Mastrostefano, representing Sheetz at 1002 California Avenue,
advised he was here to discuss the requirement under their land
development approval that the install shrubs along Warner Alley across
form their store. He said in the meantime the house has been rehabbed and
the people have installed a fence there. He said with the newly rehabbed
house and the six-foot fence, they may not need to install the shrubbery.
Mr. Mastrostefano presented a plan of what he was discussing. He asked if
it was now possible to eliminate that requirement.

The BOArd reviewed the drawing.

Tom Cajka in the audience objected because the owner wanted the
border in front of them to shield them from the alley traffic. He said the
neighbor installed that fence for his own protection.

Mr. Cajka vehemently stated that Sheetz has not been a good
neighbor. He said there has been dirt everywhere and he had four flat tires
from screws in the roadway. Mr. Cajka said he cannot believe that Sheetz
wants to get out of this requirement.

Chairman Poston asked if there is a fence why do they need bushes
too.

Mr. Cajka said for extra protection from the traffic and noise.

Mr. Dizard asked what the plants were going to be.

Mr. Mastrostefano said they were to four to six feet high.

Mr. Dizard said it would be about like the white fence CVS has along
the alley. He asked if the fence was behind the curb line.

Mr. Mastrostefano said yes probably 3 feet in.

Mr. Dizard said it would be comparable to CVS on the other side of
the street.

Mr. Cajka said the driveway empties there.

Mr. Mastrostefano said it was simply a request and if the Township
still wants the shrubs they will put them in. HE thought maybe the owner
would not want shrubs growing up against the new fence.

Mr. Dizard said it was preferable to absorb the sound and for the
aesthetics.

Mr. Heasley suggested maybe the property owner would not want it
ad we should check with them.



Mr. Mastrostefano said we can’t put shrubs in front of the gates but
we will honor our requirements as we are responsible for the landscaping
in the right of way.

He said they had tried but can never get in touch with the owners but
he would have someone there at different times of the day to try to each
them and find to what they want. If they want the shrubs they will install
them.

Mr. Cajka had looked at Ray Antonelli’s plan and apologized for his
comments. He said he thought they meant on the other side of the alley
near the building and that is not the case.

Mr. Dizard said if the owner doesn’t want it that would okay with us.
Chairman Poston and Mr. Heasley agreed.

Chairman Poston said the site looks nice and asked when they would
be opening.

Mr. Mastrostefano said they plan the grand opening in early July.

Karen Mazur, Burtner Road, said she knows it is a state road but
asked about the speed limit on Burtner Road. She said she feels the speed is
ore than ever now since they paved the road. She said she asked for a copy
of the traffic study on the speed from PennDOT but they won’t give it to her.
They said the 30 MPH speed is warranted.

Mrs. Mazur said on Murray Hill Road the speed is only 25 and the
faster than the speed limit on Burtner Road.

She said she cannot get out of her driveway.

Chairman Poston said you know we tried before and their study
showed the speed limit was correct. We also had them do a study of Route
908 where there were numerous accidents and they said the speed limit
there was appropriate.

Mrs. Mazur said the police have to be there to catch them. She said
she wants a copy of the study but they won’t give it to her.

Chairman Poston agreed that the traffic is moving fast coming from
the expressway and we will see what we can do. He said the police have
monitored it and we have VASCAR lines painted.

Mrs. Azur said she would appreciate that as it is not safe to walk along
the street where there are no sidewalks.

Mr. Heasley said he will discuss this with Randy and the Chief. He
said they cannot be there 24/7 but if we hit them in the pocketbook it may
slow the traffic. He said he would see about stop signs and Chairman
Poston said all the side roads have stop signs.

David Christopher, Sylvan Park, discussed the agreement with the
Township regarding the streets running through the pool area. He said it
was signed by the Commissioners in 1967 and the Board agreed then to
maintain the street if it was left open. HE said all traffic has used the street
and the Township has done a great job, but on the upper area there is no
curb left and asked if the Township would schedule paving that portion of
the street through the pool.



He said it would help eliminate the runoff they are getting from the
street right into the pool entrance. He said he is only talking about the
traveled part not the parking area. He said it is flush with the bath house.

Mrs. Bergstrom asked are just talking about that upper part, and he
advised yes.

Mr. Antonelli said this is not part of the work planned for tis years’
paving and he could discuss the cost with Randy.

Mr. Christopher also asked about getting two speed bumps.

Mrs. Bergstrom asked if you want us to fix the curb and he said there
is no curb.

Regis BArtel, North Meadow Street, complained about a house with
high grass that had not been cut and is two feet high. He said there are rats
on the property along whether property maintenance problems. He said he
has been to the ordinance office and didn’t get any help form them and no
one was in today when he stopped again. He said it is so bad ad the
Township is starting to look like a third-world county in places.

Mr. Bartel asked how many times do they get notified before they get
a fine?

Mr. Dizard said they try to notify them first, then a certified letter has
top be sent before they can go through the magistrate’s office. He said he
will talk to the ordinance officer.

A resident said there is grass two feet high at Washington and
Monroe.

Chairman Poston said it took us four years to get that Glenn Street
property issue resolved as it is a long process. You must make all the
notifications before you can demolish structure.

Mr. Dizard said we have to send certified letters and often you get n
response and that becomes a problem. He said too it is often people with no
money to pay someone to maintain the property. He said fining or placing a
lien on the property is the only thing we can do.

Chairman Poston said we have a lot of elderly people and deceased
owners who couldn’t keep up the house.

Mr. Bartel said those in his area can do it.

Mr. Dizard said some of these houses are not able to be repaired. He
said we cannot tear them all down and then there is the matter of needing
asbestos inspections before we can which we have to pay for.

Dave Kisiel, Ivanhoe Street, asked about what the Township is doing
about the Ivanhoe Street house. He asked when it will be torn down.

Mr. Dizard said we have a grant of $40,000 but those properties were
already designated in the grant, and we got only $40,000 from CD funds, so
there are other properties that we wanted to tear down but do not have the
funds.

Mr. Kisiel asked if it will go down this year?

Chairman Poston said there is no order and we try to the ones that are
in the worst shape.

He said we have to abide by the legal requirements or we could be
sued.



Solicitor Emily Mueller said there is a whole legal process for
demolition.

Mr. Kisiel said other houses are being torn down and now the grass is
getting high at 998 Ivanhoe.

Mr. Dizard said if we had $400,000 to $500,000 we could take care of
all of them.

A gentleman from Sycamore Street said a house is falling onto is
fence. Mr. Dizard said we have anther grant for demolition 78 Pine Street
and we will act to advertise for bids soon.

He also discussed the speed on his street. The gentleman asked who
is responsible if someone gets hurt and Mr. Dizard said it is the property
owner.

Solicitor Mueller agreed it is the responsibility of the property owner.

Chairman Poston said he would refer the speeding issue to the Chief.

Karen Ruk, Painter Avenue said that Morrow Refuse is contracted by
the Township and they did not take her tenant’s spring cleanup stuff. She
said she was told it was too far away from the curb line.

She said Morrow did not respond her to until after 12 calls to them.
She said the items were at the curb but in the meantime the tenants moved
out and had to move the stuff out of the way to load their trucks. She said
then Morrow refused to collect it. She had to pay someone $125 and was
reported to the ordinance officer for having the items piled up for weeks.
Ms. Ruk said this is not good business practice and asked if she can get
someone else. She said she wants a refund of the costs she paid.

Mr. Slezak in the audience thanked her for being a good landlord and
said Ruk said she should get free garbage collection for a year.

Chairman Poston said that will probably be hard to do. We can’t
grant it. He said he would have the Secretary call Morrow in this matter.

Bill Godfrey said that a Main Street project with cities and towns all
over the US chose Natrona to be highlighted. He said they are scheduling a
tour. Bill talked about the wall along Federal Street and they got bids of
$50,000 to $60,000. He said he would appreciate anyone who could help
and was also advised by someone that maybe Habitat for Humanity could
help.

Mr. Godfrey talked about an art installations and Mr. Antonelli
suggested they may be able to supervise.

He said they are working on remodeling the house and that
volunteers will help paint the house. He said they did get the $22,00 grant
for the kids’ summer programs.

Mrs. Bergstrom and Mr. Slezak thanked Bill and all the volunteer for
the work they do.

Dan Bachman, Freeport Road, said he wrote a letter regarding the
costs for the zoning office and said he can see where itis a complex
department.

Committee Reports:



Mrs. Bergstrom, reporting for Fire and Property ad Grants, advised
that Hilltop had several alarms and they had training sessions during the
month; she said Harrison Hills do also and that they advised most of the
Village Green issues have been resolved.

Mrs. Bergstrom said Citizens had 18 fire calls and 295 EMS calls. She
said Jim Erb advised they raised $4,000 for the Children’s Hospital
Foundation through their Community Day this month.

Mrs. Bergstrom said she got an ordinance regarding the volunteer tax
credit and that Springdale is doing it and Tarentum has it under review.
She is going to investigate it and you can grant up to a 30% earned income
tax credit to volunteers who participate.

Mrs. Bergstrom has made another application for an Active Allegheny
grant and we should know by summer if we got it. The grant would be
$50,000 for the design phase of the walking and biking trial. She said there
will be another meeting June 5t which is an open meeting.

Mrs. Bergstrom said we received a $20,000 grant through COG for
handicapped ramps and that probably 4 or 5 more can be done than
originally thought. Some will be don on Broadview Boulevard.

Mr. Lilly, reporting for Finance, read the Paid Bills to be Ratified ion
the amount of $128,581.26 and asked for a motion to ratify. Mr. Heasley so
moved; seconded by Mr. Dizard and carried.

Mr. Lilly said we have a list of Bills Payable in amount of $39,958.61
and asked for a motion to approve same. Mr. Heasley so moved. Motion
seconded by Mr. Dizard and carried.

Mr. Lilly said the bills from the Bond Account total $19,869.15. Mr.
Heasley moved to approve same. Motion seconded by Mr. Dizard and
carried.

Mr. Dizard, Zoning and Ordinance said that property maintenance
topped the list this month and there were 45 complaints to the office. They
also included garbage and junk vehicles.

Mr. Dizard said certified letters were sent to people with illegal rental
properties. He said with vacation time they are strapped to get all the
inspections done. He said they are getting organized and will hire
additional staff.

Mr. Dizard said there were 12 occupancy inspections and six failed.
We have some good landlords and some not to good ones, so we are getting
failures.

He said there were two times as many zoning certificates issued as
last year.

Chairman Poston, Public Safety, read the monthly report for April
from the Police Department as follows:

229 Accounted Phone Calles to Office
418 Reported Police Support & Service Calls
) 12 Traffic Accidents
1 Prisoner Detained

1 Juvenile Misdemeanor/Felony Arrest



13 Adult Misdemeanor/ Felony Arrests

47 Traffic Citations
19 Non-Traffic Citations
1 Ordinance Citation by Police

10 Parking Tickets
Fines collected from Allegheny County Court 718.30
Fines collected from District Court 2,527.44
Fines collected firm Parking Tickets 260.00
Copies of Accident Reports 195.00

Total $ 3,700.74

Disbursements to Police for District Court Hearings 508.54

Mr. Heasley, Public Works, said they worked at the compost site and
brought down 300 tons of material to be available free to the public. He
said State Pipe fixed a sewer line on Glenmar Street and repaired the line in
4 days.

He said the department used 18 tons of stone to repair the ditch line
on Harrison venue and State Pipe should finish the 1,800 feet of work they
are doing in Pitt Alley this week.

Chairman Poston read Resolution No. 1758-Authorizing a Greenways,
Trail and Recreation Programs Grant for expansion and improvements at
Silver Lake, in the amount of $250,000. He said that Brian Clark advised
Zampogna agreed to donate land for the trail expansion. They are applying
to the state for the land match. He said we will have to authorize the
Solicitor to work on an agreement.

Mr. Dizard moved to adopt the Resolution. Motions seconded by Mr.
Heasley and carried.

Mr. Dizard moved to authorize Emily to prepare the documents for
the land donation to accept same. Motion seconded by Mr. Heasley and
carried.

Chairman Poston said he looks forward to this project going forward
with will contain 30 additional acres of and.

Mrs. Bergstrom said it will be easier to access through the bike trails
and to get to the park.

Chairman Poston said there are two appointments to be made on the
Planning Commission, those of Janice Raw and Thomas Cajka, whose terms
expired the first Monday in May.

These are four-year terms.

Mr. Heasley moved to appoint Gary Kesicki to replace Janice Rawe.
Motion seconded by Mr. Dizard and carried.

Chairman Poston asked that a letter of thanks be sent to Ms. Raw for
her years of service to the Planning Commission.



Chairman Poston moved to re-appoint Tom Cajka. Motion seconded
by MR. Heasley and carried. Chairman Poston said now we need another
alternate on the Planning Commission since Gary was an alternate.

Mr. Dizard said we can post this the website.

Mr. Heasley moved to make the 27 quarter allocations of $1,250 to
each fire company. Seconded by Mr. Dizard and carried.

Chairman Poston said the next item is to authorize the Solicitor to
work with ATI on their proposed donation of a parcel of land at Sycamore
Street and River avenue, to provide parking for the kayak launch.

Mr. Dizard said ATI said they would give the Township the land since
there is no parking around the launch area and it will also connect to the
riverfront trail. Mr. Dizard moved to authorize the Solicitor to work with
ATI.

Motion seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom and carried.

Mr. Dizard said we can grade it and put gravel on it and we need a
sign saying parking for kayak launch or something like that.

Chairman Poston asked if it would be left open and Mr. Dizard said
yes.

Mr. Poston said we will need to monitor it for overnight parking.

Chairman Poston said the next item is to approve the Relay for Life
Fireworks Application for June 17, 2017.

He said it is a good program ad they do a good job.

Mr. Heasley moved to approve the display permit. Seconded by Mr.
Dizard an carried.

Chairman Poston said the last item is to approve payment to Mackin
Engineering for the Active Allegheny Grant in amount of $7,400.

Mr. Dizard so moved. Motions seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom and
carried.

Mr. Dizard oved that NIRA be authorized to coordinate and work on
the Keystone Communities Grant for demolition 54 Center Street and 78
Pine Street. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom and carried.

Mr. Antonelli advised the road paving work may begin June 5% and
the tar and chip seal work June 17 or 19.

Mr. Antonelli discussed the MS4 permit that will be renewable in
September of 2018. He said they need authorization to prepare the ma they
will need to supply with the application showing storm sewers. We don’t
have one right now.

Chairman Poston said he has concerns that they are worse than the
sanitary sewers.

Mr. Antonelli said we will have applications for $20,000 for SDA
ramps and $20,000 for demolition under the CDBG program.



Mr. Dizard moved to adjourn. Motion seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom
and carried.
Meeting adjourned at 9:04 P.M.
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