Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
May 26, 2020

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
6:00 p.m. by Chairman William Heasley.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call = William Heasley, Gary Meanor, Eric Bengel, Gary Lilly and Chuck Dizard were present.
The Solicitor and Engineer were not present.

Ch. Heasley announced that the previous month’s minutes were not complete.
There were no remarks from visitors.
Manager Rich Hill reviewed the information included in his Manager’s Report with the Board.

Dr. Bengel said going back two meeting when we voted to advertise for the Ordinance change
to the homeowners/laterals. | really think we should have a long range plan in place. Even
from the standpoint if can people buy insurance for that. I’'m talking about when they sell their
house, they have to get the lines cameraed. We need to think about a long range plan. It’s
going to kill people, especially older people. |spoke to a plumber and he said it will be around
$300, and if there’s a problem, it will turn into a $5,000 bill.

Mr. Hill said I don’t think we can. Ray Antonelli said this should be done sooner than later, to
camera our lines. The DEP requires this.

Ch. Heasley asked for a motion to approve the Bills Payable for March, April and May, 2020, and
the February, March and April 2020 Paid Bills to be Ratified. Dr. Bengel moved to approve
these bills. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Award 2020 Road Paving Program to Low Bidder, Shields Asphalt Paving, Inc. for $379,190.39.
Mr. Meanor moved to award the bid to Shields Asphalt Paving, Inc. Seconded by Dr. Bengel.

Mr. Dizard said it’s early in on Covid-19 and | think we’re going to take a hit on the earned
income tax, local service tax will probably come down. We’re most likely going to take a hit on
the real estate tax, and a reduction in the sales tax. | think the paving is the single item in our
expenses that we could look at and defer until next year.

Ch. Heasley said we’ve talked about this before Chuck. It’s already been budgeted. Next year is
when we could cut back.



Mr. Hill said we may be able to use Liquid Fuel funds to pay for paving. |don’t know who
leaked to the paper, about the paving project. That gave the bidders an edge when bidding on
the paving project. | thought the bids would be a lot less. Those were internal documents that
we should have kept to ourselves. | asked the Engineer, and he said the bidders all talk to
eachother. Whoever is giving things to the paper, you have to be careful. According to the
Solicitor, if that document would have been a right to know request, we could have denied it.
By telling the paper, it gave the bidders an upper hand.

Ch. Heasley said nobody should be giving things to the newspaper.
Motion carried. Mr. Dizard voting no.

Authorize advertisement of Ordinance to amend the Non-uniformed Pension Plan administered
by the PA Municipal Retirement System to comply with State and Federal Law. No changes to
the Benefits Structure. Mr. Dizard moved to authorize advertisement of this Ordinance.
Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Resolution No. 1853 — Act 537 Plan prepared by Upper Allegheny Joint Sanitary Authority. Mr.
Dizard moved to adopt Resolution No. 1853. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried by
unanimous vote.

Resolution No. 1854 — Developer’s Agreement with Poole Anderson Properties, LLC for the
project known as Riverview Senior Living. Mr. Dizard moved to adopt Resolution No. 1854.
Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Motion to reject all bids received in response to our original advertisement for the 2020
Bituminous Fiber Reinforced Seal Coating Contract, due to a discrepancy with the bid
documents. Mr. Meanor moved to reject all bids. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried by
unanimous vote.

Award 2020 Bituminous Fiber Reinforced Seal Coating Contract to Low Bidder, Russell Standard
Corp. for $43,951.90. Mr. Meanor moved to award this bid to Russell Standard Corp.
Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried. Mr. Dizard voting no.

Motion to authorize the hiring of up to five summer help employees in the Public Works
Department for grass cutting for the months of June through October, 2020, at the rate of $10
per hour. Dr. Bengel so moved. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Act on residential handicapped parking request for 35 Linden Street.

Ch. Heasley asked Chief Klein if he approved this request.

Chief Klein said | don’t do those. I haven’t for two years. | check to see if the placard is up to
date. The application is so simple. If you don’t qualify for one of the items, you don’t get it.



Mr. Hill said himself and the Ordinance Officer went down and looked at this. There is plenty of
parking, also has an empty lot beside them.

Mr. Lilly said this guy is handicapped.

Chief Klein said there’s a bullet list . If you’re not okay on one, it doesn’t even come before the
Board. If you don’t qualify, you don’t get it. It shouldn’t come before the Board if they don’t
qualify.

Mr. Lilly moved to approve this handicap parking request at 35 Linden Street, Natrona.
Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Act on replacing 27 Blue Ridge Avenue on the AVNCOG 2020 Demolition Grant with 41 Walnut
Street and 57 Spruce Street. Mr. Dizard so moved. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried
by unanimous vote.

Mr. Dizard stated that both of these properties are on the RACP demo list, and will move it to
the vacant list.

Mr. Lilly spoke of several dilapidated houses throughout the Township, and that neighboring
houses shouldn’t have to put up with it.

Dr. Bengel said | just want to comment how Rich and Susan have really been holding this place
together. | really appreciate what you two are doing, keeping the Township going in these
uncertain times. | think the residents really appreciate it.

Dr. Bengel asked Chief Klein what the procedure is on towing vehicles without tags.

Chief Klein said you have to send them a letter, stating the violation. Chief Klein also thanked
Dr. Bengel for keeping the department well fed during the pandemic!!

Ch. Heasley asked if Springhill Road is being kept clean and free of dirt building up.
Mr. Hill said they run the street sweeper almost every day. | will have a phone call on Friday
regarding the biking/walking lane that is proposed on Springhill Road. There’s been a lot of

people opposed to this project. There’s been safety concerns.

Dr. Bengel said | think there’s a lot of safety issues. | don’t know if Tomson’s, ATl or any of the
trucking companies have even been talked to about this, or what their thoughts are.

Mr. Hill said they talked about having a public meeting regarding this, but it’s been cancelled
because of the pandemic. I'll make sure those companies know.



Dr. Bengel said I'm an avid biker and runner, but is that the only option we have, or can we
come up Argonne Drive and make it safer?

Mr. Dizard said the bike lane thing is the handle by which the major funding was processed.
But, the residents of Natrona, that is the only opportunity to have safe passage to get to the
Heights.

Ch. Heasley said there’s sidewalks on Argonne Drive.

Dr. Bengel said who is going to walk to Walmart from Natrona?

Chief Klein said the majority of the residents are from Federal Street down River. It’s quicker
for them to go on Argonne Drive than it is to go up North Canal.

Mr. Dizard said the number of baby buggies and wheel chairs coming up and down Springhill
Road is...

Chief Klein said is minimal.

Mr. Lilly said there is @ minimum of thirty people a day that walk up and down there. | drive it
every day, and there’s a lot of people going up and down.

Chief Klein said | disagree. If you're worried about pedestrians, there's a right of way on both
sides of Springhill Road. Create a walking path on the sides of the road for pedestrians, if
you’re looking out for them.

Mr. Lilly said you can’t even get the grass cut.

Chief Klein said you wouldn’t need to cut it if you took a bobcat and created a walking path.

Mr. Lilly said | agree. If a tree falls down, the Township won’t pick it up.

Dr. Bengel said the issue | have is reducing the lanes. There’s safety issues, and we haven’t
had a public meeting about it. We have to have a reasonable sensible solution to this problem.

Mr. Lilly said Tomson’s are complaining because their trucks can’t make a left turn.

Mr. Hill said | don’t understand why there wasn’t a public meeting before the funding was
applied for and approved. |don’t have any paperwork regarding this plan. There are a lot of
concerns with this. There was talk of having a public meeting for the public to voice their
concerns. A lot of people are opposed to this.

Chief Klein there is a blind spot on that road. | spoke to a PennDot engineer and he said he
knows that road very well, and if you’re planning to combine trucks and bikes that’s a bad idea.



Mr. Dizard said that this $900,000 project will cost the taxpayers nothing.

Dr. Bengel said and not a single outside comment from business owners. That’s what I’'m
concerned about.

Chief Klein asked who will assume liability, the Township?

Mr. Hill said yes, the Township has to do the maintenance. | will find out all of the details on
Friday.

Mr. Dizard moved to adjourn. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Meeting adjourned.
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