Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
May 28, 2019

The Harrison Township Board of Commissioner Meeting was called to order at
7:00 p.m., by Chairman William Heasley.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Commissioners William Heasley, William Poston, Gary Lilly, Robin Bergstrom
and Chuck Dizard were present. Township Solicitor Charles Means and Township
Engineer Raymond Antonelli, Jr., were also present.

Ch. Heasley announced that the Board of Commissioners held an Executive
Session prior to the Regular Public Meeting, to discuss possible litigation.

Ch. Heasley dismissed reading the minutes of the April 22, 2019 Regular Meeting,
and announced that they are posted on the Harrison Township website.

Attorney Means opened up the Public Hearing to consider adoption of a zoning
map amendment, rezoning property in the vicinity of Kingston Drive, Parkway
Avenue, Meadow Street and Overland Street from R-1 to R-2.

Attorney Means asked that anyone wishing to speak regarding this Public Hearing,
to stand and be sworn in.

Attorney Means did swear in those that would speak.

Lorraine Azzarone, 2740 Kingston Drive, Natrona Heights asked if this change
would affect the tax base, and what was the reason for this zoning change.

Mr. Antonelli said apparently there was an error made when information was
transferred, back in the 80’s, when the map was being updated. A particular
Ordinance was passed to rezone in that area from R-1 to R-2, and it encompassed
Kingston Drive. The purpose of this ordinance is to correct an error. The area is
R-2. We’re simply correcting an error that occurred many years ago.

Ch. Heasley closed the Public Hearing.



REMARKS FROM VISITORS

Dawn Schulser, Natrona Heights, said that she is the President of Boston Colony
and I’m here to ask about the Industrial Park near us. When they presented it, they
didn’t present it as having dirt as high as the sky. They’ve planted grass. How are
they going to trim? People are concerned that when they do build there, the lights
are going to shine in their windows at Boston Colony. I thought it would be an
industrial park like the one across from the BP Station. Robin thought I should
come and question this. I just came from Boston Colony, and the entrance is total
mud, the entire road is covered in water and runs into the property across, in
driveway and front yard is full of water. The soil is very very high.

Mrs. Bergstrom said it’s where they put the pads. The question is, is that the
original design?

Mrs. Schulser asked how would you keep the sides of those hills cut?

Mr. Antonelli said they’ll have to have an erosion control map. We’ll look into
this. We haven’t had anyone on this job for quite a few months.

Mrs. Schulser said the temporary entrance they made was total mud. The entire
road was flooded about fifteen minutes ago, before I came here tonight.

Mrs. Bergstrom asked if the pads that are in place where they are supposed to be,
according to their drawings?

Mr. Antonelli said we asked for drawings months ago, and we’ve got nothing.
Mrs. Sshulser said it’s not what I expected, from the drawings I saw.

Bill Godfrey, Natrona announced the summer schedule for the Natrona Park. He
also mentioned several donations the Park received. He also asked for volunteers
for the riverfront cleanup on June 1. We have a lot of kids that volunteer to cut
the grass on vacant lots.

Mrs. Bergstrom asked if volunteers are allowed to cut empty lots in Natrona?

Attorney Means said no, not if they’re not our lots. It’s not a Township matter. If
it’s not Township property, your question isn’t one for us to answer.



Mrs. Bergstrom said but we have a high grass problem, a list of 50 lots that need
cut.

Attorney Means said if it was Township property, you would have people sign
waivers. It’s not the Township’s property.

Joseph Kraynik, Monroe Street, Natrona Heights, said the house at 2602 Monroe
Street has been abandoned for over a year. The house is deteriorating, windows
are ready fall out on my driveway side. The house needs torn down, and grass is
over two feet high. It’s a dangerous issue.

Jeannie Kraynik said the insulbrick is falling off the house and flying around on
windy days, lands on our car and in the driveway. When the gutter falls down it’s
going to be right in my driveway. It’s been deplorable. I can’t see to back out of
my driveway, that’s how high the grass is. The house and foundation is shifting,
and if it falls over, | don’t know which way it’s going to fall.

Norb Cieslinski, Zoning Officer, said that they’ve had the owner to Magistrate
several times. The owner was found guilty, and pays the fine. The owner is
untraceable.

Bruce Graff, the Township Building Inspector is going to look at this property
tomorrow.

Cindy Salero, Monroe Street, reiterated the poor condition of the property, and
that she believes animals are living in the house. When my son worked for the
Township, he had to go and cut grass on these vacant lots. She put “no
trespassing” signs up.

Mr. Cieslinski explained that to have a house torn down takes a long time, maybe
months. I just don’t want the people to be misled, that because we condemn a
place, it gets torn down right away. It takes time.

A resident from Monroe Street said that she lives in the house she grew up in, since
1956, that house needed to be condemned then. If my husband and I decide to
move to a retirement community, I’d like to get more than $1.98 for my home.

Attorney Means explained that to have a house torn down, you have to have a
report from the Building Code Official saying it dangerous. Then the Township
has to send notices to the owners and any holders of judgements against the



property to tell them that we’re planning to tear down their house. You have to
give that person thirty days to answer. We have to find out who and where the
owners are and send them notices. If no one appeals, the Township is legally
authorized to tear it down if it wants. The Township would have to go out for bids,
and enter into a contract. Typically, what the Township has done, is they’ve used
COG money that has been available through the County grant money. If that
happens, the COG issues the contract. It’s a process of many months. We have
pretty good ways of finding out where people are. We know a lot of places to
make inquiry. If you have nowhere to send a letter, you post the property and
take a picture of it to prove that it was posted.

Mrs. Kraynik asked what is her recourse if, perhaps the chimney falls down and
smashes her car. If part of the house falls down and I can’t get out of my
driveway, what can I do. Where do I turn? Things are falling off of that house.

Ch. Heasley said to turn it into your insurance company and let them to try to find
the person responsible.

Attorney Means said if we find names and addresses to send information to, we
will give you that information.

Mr. Antonelli said sometimes it’s not necessary to go inside of a house. You can
make the determination by looking from the outside, if it’s that bad.

Donna Frederick said 51 River Avenue needs condemned. I’ve seen raccoons
come out of there. The owner has it up for sale. I would like to see it condemned

so they can’t sell it to someone out of state. No one lives there.

Mr. Lilly said we need to put money aside for emergencies like this. We need to
keep a surplus, so that we can condemn so many houses a year.

Mr. Dizard said we have money in this year’s budget to do a few houses.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Fire, Property and Grants: Mrs. Bergstrom read the reports from Hilltop Hose Fire
Co. and Harrison Hills Fire Co. There is no report from Citizens Hose Fire Co.



Finance: Mr. Dizard stated that the paid bills to be ratified for April, 2019 amounts
to $90,043.01. Mrs. Bergstrom moved to approve these bills. Seconded by Mr.
Dizard. Motion carried.

General Fund bills payable for May, 2019 - $49,009.77. Bond Account bills
payable for May 2019 - $14,488.83. Mr. Lilly moved to approve these bills for
payment. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion carried.

Zoning & Ordinance: Mr. Lilly read the Zoning/Ordinance report for April/May
2019.

Public Safety: Mr. Poston read the Police Report for the month of April, 2019.

Public Works: Ch. Heasely read the Public Works Department for April/May,
2019.

Engineer’s Report: Mr. Antonelli read from his report, and stated that the 2019
Paving Project was to begin today, but was delayed because of the rain. May start
later this week or next week, depending on weather. The seal coating project for
the alleys has not been started, we don’t want both projects going on at the same
fime.

Regarding the Paving Project, I'd like to request that the Board authorize a change
order, as may be appropriate. The contractor that installed the storm sewer on
Lane Avenue has agreed to forego some of the contract, to help pay for
resurfacing of Lane Avenue, I’d like the authority to prepare the change order for
that. On Vine Street, to do one lane, and if the Authority does the other lane that
they’re responsible for. I need authorization to prepare such change orders.

Mr. Poston moved to authorize the Township Engineer to prepare change orders to
the Lane Avenue Storms Sewer Project, and a change order to pave one lane of
Vine Street. Seconded by Mr. Dizard, subject to the change orders being within
the approved budget. Motion carried.

Mr. Antonelli advised that the Lane Avenue and Pitt Alley Storm Sewer Project
has been completed, and recommends Payment No. 2 in amount of $44,685.74.
Mr. Dizard moved to pay CRS Contractlng, LLC $44,685.74. Seconded by Mr.
Lilly. Motion carried.



Mr. Antonelli recommends payment to Drnach Environmental, Inc. for the flow
monitoring study, from April 1, 2019 through April 30, 2019, in amount of
$1,400.00. Mr. Dizard moved to approve this payment. Seconded by Mrs.
Bergstrom. Motion carried.

Mr. Antonelli informed the Board, regarding the CBDG Demolition Grant,
Allegheny County will cover the costs for the asbestos inspections, and that money
will not come out of the grant funds. It’s money they’re paying in addition to your
grant.

Mr. Antonelli said regarding the CDBG, ADA Ramps in Natrona, there’s two
separate contracts, Phase I and Phase II. The Contractor, Ron Gillette, Inc. was
provided a punch list. I need to determine the status of this list, I’m not aware of
any work being done there. As far as the paving in front of the new ramps, will not
satisfy the applicable specifications accessibility. The Contractor has agreed, in
writing, to replace any ramp, that is found not to comply with the applicable
specifications accessibility.

Ordinance No. 2006 — Amending the Township Zoning Ordinance and changing
the Township Zoning Map by rezoning a portion of the R-1, Single-Family
Residential District, in the vicinity of Kingston Drive, Parkway Avenue, Meadow
Street and Overland Street, to R-2, Two-Family Residential District. Mrs.
Bergstrom moved to adopt Ordinance No. 2006. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion
carried.

Approve changes to the 2019 Paving Project and to the Bituminous Reinforcement
Seal Coating Project, as recommended by the Township Engineer. Mr. Dizard
moved to approve the change orders. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion
carried. Mr. Lilly opposed.

Act on appointment to the Recreation Board, to fill the unexpired term of Joshua
Nulph. Mr. Dizard moved to appoint Robert Betts. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom.
Motion carried.

Act on request from Highlands Relay for Life/American Cancer Society, to block
off California Avenue to Pacific Avenue on Saturday, June 1, 2019 from 9 a.m. to
7 p.m., for a Car Cruise. Mr. Poston moved to grant this request. Seconded by Mr.
Lilly. Motion carried.



Approve a permit submitted by Highlands Relay for Life/American Cancer Society
to display fireworks at the Highlands Middle School Football Field on Saturday,
June 1, 2019 from 9:45 p.m. to 10:15 p.m. Mr. Poston moved to approve this
permit. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Act on request from Commissioner Robin Bergstrom, for Harrison Township to
contribute excess funding needed toward the 2019 CITF Biking/Walking Corridor-
Phase I Design and Engeering Project.

Mrs. Bergstrom said this is the Phase from Milelock Lane to Springill Road. It
includes the next level design for the sidewalks that will be needed from the
Highland Integrity Alignment up to and through the Heights Plaza, leading up to
the Memorial on Springhill Road, and streetscaping, which includes landscaping.
It will make the Heights Plaza look better, even though the Heights Plaza will still
look a mess. 1 submitted a grant for $100,000 and they have us $75,000. T always
go after grants with no match. So far, for this project we’ve received $960,000.

Mr. Dizard moved that Harrison Township contribute $25,000 towards the 2019
CITF Biking/Walking Corridor Phase I Design and Engineering Project. Seconded
by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Act on Harrison Township accepting and assuming a ten foot parcel of property
located at 14 River Avenue, Natrona, as a donation from Commissioner Chuck
Dizard.

Mr. Dizard said it’s part of the bike and pedestrian trail. Veterans Way runs along
the riverfront. There is no access near the dam.

Ch. Heasley asked why do we have to do this now? Why do we have to do this at
all, if the owner, in this case is you, could grant an easement?

Mr. Dizard said the whole basis on which this occurred, was to have the Township
own that ten feet. We started off with negotiating with the Army Corp., and that
never came to fruition. I was able to get a resident to donate sufficient funds to get
ten feet of that property. It was a subdivision, and also to have a riverfront plan, at
no cost to the Township. The corner lot was purchased for $10,000. The
Township would grade it, put gravel down and plant grass and put up a fence.

Ch. Heasley said you could grant an easement.



Mr. Dizard said the current owner is not interested in an easement.
Mr. Lilly said he doesn’t want to own the property.
Ch. Heasley replied, then he shouldn’t have bought it!

Ch. Heasley said you are the owner. I’m against it. The Township would have to
maintain that property, and you’re taking it off the tax books. I don’t know that we
need to do it.

Mr. Dizard said the person that donated the property is not well. He donated
$26,000. The money was donated anonymously. In order for that person to not
have to deal with the deed and the property change, not feeling well, he gave me
the money and I did the transaction, therefore, it’s in my name. If the riverfront
project ever comes to fruition, then the Township could pave Veterans Way and
this ten feet. This property would be no maintenance.

Mr. Lilly made a motion that Harrison Township accept/assume a ten foot parcel
of land at 14 River Avenue, Natrona, donated by the property owner, Chuck
Dizard. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Mr. Heasley opposed. Mr. Poston
opposed. Motion did not pass. Mr. Dizard abstained from voting.

Ch. Heasley said we have a list of 67 properties that have high grass or abandoned.
We put it out for bid last year to have these lots cut, and nobody bid on it. On a lot
of these lots there’s tires and alot of debris.

Attorney Means said these are lots that are not Township property. The Township
is entitled to go and do work to property if it’s needed for matters of safety or
things like sewage, improvements of sewers. For any work like that that’s needed,
we have the power to go do work or demolish a building. We can do that when
these buildings are dangerous. We would lien the property for the cost of doing
that. What we don’t want to do is provide grass cutting service for private
properties. If we do that, then everyone in the Township should get that service.
On a property where you can’t find the owner, and it’s a dangerous condition, that
you feel needs cut, you could do that, and lien the property. If you’re going to do
that on a systematic basis, it would be best to have an Ordinance stating how
you’re going to do it, stating that you’re going to lien the property, what the cost
will be, etc. If you demolish a property, that’s all been stated in an Ordinance in
advance.



Mrs. Bergstrom asked if there’s animals going in and out of the house, is that
considered unsafe?

Attorney Means said it could be. If you turn a corner and you can’t see traffic
because of high grass, that’s a very obvious safety hazard.

Mrs. Bergstrom said we have 65 houses, and you’re saying we can’t do anything
with them?

Attorney Means said if you have a program, it’s good to have that stated. Are you
going to give notices to people first? What’s your program? Are you just going to
give notices first, or are you just going to do them and send them the bill? The
Township may never recoup the money if it’s never sold. You have a property
maintenance ordinance in place, follow your system, where you can find someone,
send them a notice.

Mr. Dizard said most of these properties are abandoned or they’re just not signing
for the certified letters.

Attorney Means said first of all, it doesn’t have to be a certified letter. You send it
regular postage, you document when you mailed it. That’s good service. The
problem with certified, people don’t sign for it and it comes back. For those that
you have an address, you can do that. It’s much cheaper. You just have to keep
track of when you mailed them. If they don’t come back, then they’ve been
served.

Mr. Cieslinski said most of these properties are vacant or abandoned. Once you
demolish a property that is unsafe, then the next year you have high grass. A lot of
the letters came back. When we take cases to Magistrate Bengel’s office, she
always likes to see due process, and she encourages strongly, if not forcefully, the
certified mail. That’s why we do it.

Attorney Means said regular mail is good service. If the Judge that hears the case
wants something different, then do it that way.

Doug Gallager, Ordinance Officer stated several properties that have been sent
letters notifying them of violations. Some of these people pay the fine, then the
property maintenance never gets done.



Ch. Heasley asked if it would be possible to prioritize the list? Between your
office and Randy. See which ones receive the most calls, and address those needs
first. T’ll talk to Randy and see how many he thinks they can do in a week.

Mr. Cieslinski said we want to satisfy the neighbors that it’s affecting the most.

Mr. Poston said now that we have the commitment to the Burtner House, we have
less time. They have a tremendous amount of grass.

Darryl Bayne said it seems like you people just go round and round. There’s got to
be some type of a game plan. If you tear down a house, you have to cut the grass.
Do we have a game plan? Put a store there, a park, something that is going to
utilize the property.

Attorney Means said understand, when we tear down a house, it doesn’t become
Township property to put a store on.

Mr. Bayne said I just don’t understand. You can do something to that property,
work with the school district or a developer. I don’t understand that you can do
something to that property, but you don’t own it. It doesn’t make sense.

Attorney Means said that’s exactly right. It makes perfect sense. If a structure on
a property is dangerous, we have the power to tear down a building on your
property.

Mr. Bayne said there has to be some law that the Board could look into.
Mr. Poston said this starts in Harrisburg. This isn’t only in Harrison Township.

Ch. Heasley said I’ll talk to Randy and see what he can do. Like Mr. Poston said,
now with the Burtner House, that’s a major project right now. There’s a lot of
grass down there to be cut. We’ll do what we can to address this. 1’1l make sure
Randy gets in touch with you, and tell him which ones you’re getting the most
calls about. We tried to bid the job out last year, to cut these properties, and
nobody wanted to do it. There’s too much debris on these abandoned properties.

Mr. Dizard said we have three places in the Heights. One on Monroe Street, and
one on Union Avenue, there is no ownership. There’s a house at 1204 Cambridge
Street, we contracted to have a tree cut down there. Those three houses are falling
apart. We could tear them down. They are marketable properties. I know the case



on Union and certainly the one on Cambridge, there are people that would buy
them. These three houses, I think we could demolish, within the budget. This
would make a real statement to the community that we’re moving forward. I
would recommend that we proceed with these three properties. 1’1l make a motion.

Mr. Poston said when you tear down ten or fifteen houses, the next year they’re
replaced by more houses that need torn down. This is an old community that’s
losing a lot of houses.

Mr. Dizard said I make a motion that we proceed with demolition process on 1204
Cambridge Street, 1525 Union Avenue and 2602 Monroe Street. The money is in
the budget.

Mr. Hill said you have legal expenses, asbestos removal expense, so you might go
over the budget amount. Once we demolish the houses, we still don’t own the
property. Instead of you saying you’re going to demolish these, I think you should
say you’re going to start the process to do that.

Mr. Dizard said okay. I make a motion that we begin the process, that may
ultimately lead to demolition of 1204 Cambridge Street, 1525 Union Avenue and
2602 Monroe Street. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard said there are people that will buy the Cambridge Street property.
Mr. Dizard moved to adjourn. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned.
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