Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Meeting
November 22, 2021

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
6:00 p.m. by Chairman William Heasley.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call - William Heasley, Gary Meanor, Eric Bengel and Chuck Dizard responded to roll call.
Gary Lilly was absent. Township Solicitor Emily Mueller was also present.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 25, 2021 Regular Meeting.
Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Remarks from visitors
Ch. Heasley welcomed the Boy Scouts that were present to observe the meeting.

Jim Erb, Painter Avenue, Natrona Heights asked about the annual Fire Relief Association Funds
that is used to operate. We haven’t received those funds yet, is it the State holding this up? |

called the Auditor General’s office and they told me that they were released in September, and
they should be distributed within 60 days, I'm trying to confirm if we have them.

Township Manager Rich Hill said yes we have them here, I'm going to send them, the checks
were cut. If you have a question like this, you can call me.

Mr. Erb asked a question regarding workmen’s compensation. We had talked before about the
volunteer guys that are on ambulance calls and when they are coming to assist, we had talked
about sitting down to discuss this. | know it's SWIF, but we had a claim on the ambulance side,
and it was MRM. We would like to organize a meeting with the Commissioners. We want to
know exactly what is covered.

Mr. Hill said the last incident got covered by SWIF, correct?
Mr. Erb said | have no idea.

Mr. Erb said in reference to the ABC Transit, we do understand about the virus, but in June of
2019 is when ABC opened on Springhill Road, they probably shouldn’t have, it wasn’t zoned
properly at the time. We had given them twelve months to build a 1.1 million dollar building,
that could be extended by the Commissioner’s if needed. If they were putting gas or fuel tanks
on the property, they were to notify first responders and they haven’t. It's now 2 % years. We



expect the resident to follow the Ordinance. Not sure why the bus company isn’t following the
Ordinance.

Mr. Hill said | did talk to them after your concerns and they told me they had plans to do it. If
they don’t do it, at some point we need to do some enforcement.

Attorney Mueller said there was a request for an extension from them and it was given to
them.

Mr. Erb said if an extension was given by the Commissioner’s it should go through at a meeting.

Attorney Mueller said | recall discussing it in an Executive Session. If there are zoning issues
that can be brought up with the Zoning Office.

Mr. Erb asked, what can we expect at this point? Are they building or not building, I’'m asking
as a citizen of the community.

Mr. Hill said they want to abide by the Ordinance, so | told them that the Board was made
aware, and | think they had an extension when covid was here, and that extension has probably
more than run out. They have to comply, so at some point we have to do enforcement.

Attorney Mueller said the next step would be a notice issued by the Zoning Office.
Mr. Erb said we need to hold them to the same standard as anyone else.

Mr. Hill said I've talked to them before. I’'m not making excuses for them, but there’s been a lot
happening since covid. They’re well aware of the Ordinance, and that they have to build a
building.

Mr. Erb said it says right in the Ordinance, that they will contact the Township. They’ve been
operating for nineteen months and not following the Ordinance.

Mr. Dizard said we should find out where things are at with this. We can’t vote on an issue
without public notification.

Dr. Bengel said they just showed up one night, and wanted it pushed through. As soon as they
got it they left the meeting. | wasn’t on the Board then, | was in the audience. | think they
should be held accountable to what they agreed to. Code Enforcement should pay them a visit.

Attorney Mueller said she could send a letter to their attorney, outlining the history and that
we expect an update within so many days. If they’re in violation of the Ordinance, there’s no
Board action that needs to take place.



Mr. Dizard suggested giving them less than thirty days to respond so that we could have
something on the December agenda to take some action.

Mr. Erb | know they’re looking for a new Supervisor in the Zoning/Ordinance office. Two years
ago it was 35% of the rental properties are being inspected. | brought this up at least a year
ago. It’s not fair to only make some people follow the rules. How do we get this in check? If
we have 1,200 rental properties, and we’re inspecting only about 300. It's the same landlords
that are following the rules.

Mr. Hill said anytime somebody moves in and out of an apartment, they have to be inspected.
We're up to date on all of that. Apartments have to be inspected every three years. That’s
behind, because we had some issues and a resignation and we’re looking to move forward. |
don’t know how many are behind, they’re working through the list. The data base is all up to
date with real estate transfers. .

Mr. Dizard said there are a significant number of properties that have not been inspected. We
have a strong landlord ordinance. This Township does not have an occupancy inspection
ordinance. | think we should have it for new homes. We hae a lot of older homes in the
township, and we have an opportunity to inspect at point of sale, and we’re not doing that.

Dr. Bengel said when you sell a home, it has to go through inspections.

Mr. Erb asked about the demolition grant. | know we need a developer. Do we have someone
looking for a developer on our behalf? Could we put a task force on it?

Mr. Hill said the grant has been extended to February 15". We need to have someone take
ownership of those properties. | wasn’t here when the grant was applied for. Maybe Chuck
can speak about it and why it’s not being completed.

Mr. Dizard said | don’t know why. The person that wrote the grant hasn’t significantly
amended it to submit. We have to submit the program for the action. Then Harrisburg assigns
a consultant to come here and look at the details.

Brian Nee advised that there is a building on Vine Street in Natrona, the sidewall is falling in.
What is the Township doing about that?

Mr. Hill said we’ve done the title search and the people that own the property are deceased so
we're going to have to move forward to get the demo done.

Attorney Mueller said the process is that the building code official inspects it, and he makes the
call whether it’s a dangerous structure or not. If it is, the Township will send a notice, we have
to notify potential heirs and give them the opportunity to demolish or repair the property.



Mr. Nee said that it isn't going to last through the winter, and it will fall on my building, and |
have a % million dollars worth of equipment in the building beside it. I'm a contractor and I've
been telling Gary about this for six months. Someone will end up dead. You can’t wait on this.
It will fall this winter. | don’t want near that side of the building. It's going to come down, then
| want to know who is responsible. There are kids that play in the alley beside it. This isn’t
something to be put on a list and be torn down twelve months from now.

Mr. Dizard asked if Public Works can block the street off, a plastic jersey barrier. What can we
do legally to expedite this?

Attorney Mueller said it's based on Bruce Graff’s opinion. If it's in danger of collapsing, | can
get legal clearance to have it taken down. There would need to be language in his opinion
saying it's eminent danger, and I'll get the paperwork for an emergency demolition.

Township Manager Rich Hill reviewed the information in the Manager’s Report with the Board
of Commissioners.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the bills payable paid from the General Fund for
November 2021 in the amount of $45,405.84. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the bills payable paid from the Bond Account for
November, 2021 in the amount of $34,571.58. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the paid bills to be ratified for October 2021 in the
amount of $156,286.22. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Ch. Heasley announced that the Board of Commissioners held an Executive Session prior to this
Regular Meeting to discuss personnel and legal issues.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to ratify Resolution No. 1886 — authorizing the Township to file an
application for a Multimodal Transportation Fund Grant for $549,279.79 from the PA
Department of Transportation to be used for the Springhill Road Trail Nexus Project. Seconded
by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 1887 — Establishing procedures for the
disposal of Township personal property with a value less than $2,000.00. Seconded by Mr.
Meanor. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 1888 — Approve Multimodal Transportation
Fund Grant Reimbursement Agreement for Highway and Bridge Projects. Seconded Mr. Dizard.

Motion carried.

Ch. Heasley advised that approving the proposed 2022 preliminary budget is being tabled.



Mr. Dizard made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 1889 — a two-year Professional Service
Contract with Hoffman’s Boarding Kennels. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 1890 — authorizing a Treevitalize Application
for the spring 2022 Award. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

ATTEST: TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON

Tuoan Kﬂ%ﬁa@&c@ ///(, /%/béew&/

Township Secretary Chairman, Board of Commrsﬁners




