Regular Meeting
October 23, 2017

The Regular Public Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of
Commissioners was called to order at 7:30 P.M. by Chairman Poston.

The Pledge of Allegiance was repeated.

Roll Call - Commissioners Lilly, Poston, Bergstrom, Heasley and Dizard
responded to roll call.

The Solicitor and Engineer were present.

Chairman advised the September minutes were not yet completed.

Remarks from Visitors:

Chairman Poston said there are several cards to speak about certain issues and
we will address those together to speed up the discussion.

Ann Reid, 1301 Freeport Road, said the road at her intersection with Alabama
Avenue needs repaired. Chairman asked if that is Route 28 or the Township’s street?
She said there are large holes but she didn’t know whose roads they were.

Mr. Heasley said Alabama Avenue is our street but the highway is a State
road. Mrs. Reid said it is Alabama and he said we will check it.

Mr. Dizard said it is right at the traffic signal.

Mr. Dizard said she also asked if we can get West Penn Power to reduce the
street light near her house to 50 watts because it shines into her he. We can check int
that and there is plenty of light otherwise at the intersection.

Cindy Hatajik said she was here to discuss the release of confidential
information from the ordinance office. She said that Bucky told her father’s
neighbor that he had complained about their property and it has caused her father to
become ill. She said they fear the neighbor will do something against them now that
they have been told about the property.

Lindsay Fraser and Doug Gallagher were in the audience and said that Bucky
said he did not tell the neighbor who called

Mrs. Hatajik said it should have been in confidence. She said her dad had
another stroke due t this matter and she is afraid for his health.

Attorney Emily Mueller said the information received such as a complaint is
not confidential information.

Chairman Poston said there has been an issue between her father and this
neighbor for many years as Bob has come to the meeting often abut it.

Mrs. Hatajik said she has an attorney.

Chairman Poston said now that you have mentioned a lawsuit we cannot
continue to discuss the matter.

Mrs. Hatajik got very loud and said that it should not have been told and
Chairman Poston asked her not to scream at the meeting.

Mrs. Hatajik said there are six kids and they are not going to let this go.

Mrs. Hatajik began to seek and Attorney Mueller said we cannot speak to this
since they have talked about having a lawyer.



Attorney Mueller said there is no law that this information has to be
confidential. There may be a policy the office follows but it is not confidential once
a problem has been reported to them.

Mrs. Hatajik said that Bucky opened a garage door and went in to their
property.

Attorney Mueller said we cannot discuss this father and asked them to submit
a request in writing in the matter/.

Mrs. Hatajik said they were told to come to the Board.

Attorney Mueller said that would be the proper procedure to get information.

She said the Township has no control over what the neighbor may have said. She
said we cannot discuss personnel matters in public.

Ms. Hatajik said the neighbors harassed her family with letters and said
whether it was confidential or not it shouldn’t have been discussed that her father
complained.

Attorney Mueller said to file a Right to Know Request with the Township to
get further information. Shew said there is no State law or ordinance that prohibits
the disclose of the information she talked about. She said the ordinance office may
keep information confidential but that is their practice not a law.

Mrs. Hatajik said she is not going to let Bucky kill her parents. What gives
him the right to do that kind of thing?

Chairman Poston said he does not know anything about the matter and she
would have to request further information inwriting as the Solicitor noted.

Mrs. Hatajik said she wants her request for Bucky’s resignation on record.

Karen Mazur, Burtner Road, said she had the same kind of thing happen abut
a complaint she made and she realizes that the Solicitor said this would be a legal
matter now.

She said there is apparently no way to get the information you request from
the Township.

Chairman Poston said there is. It is the Right to Know process to request
records.

Mrs. Mazur skid she is concerned abut the seed of traffic on Burtner Road.
She said they asked the State for a copy of the traffic study they did but they were
denied access to it. She said there have been accidents there but Chief Klein told her
if they are not reported then they do not become art of the statistics of the road usage.
Chairman Poston said Chief told him there were no other accidents that were
reported.

He recommended that Mrs. Mazur see the Chief about her concerns with
accidents.

Josh Nulph, Recreation Board Chairman, gave an update of their activities. He
said the Harvest Festival was a success and there were abut 2,500 people there. He
said this was the Township has a lot to offer its residents and they appreciate it. He
said the vendors enjoyed the warmth of the visitors to the festival. He said their next
event is the Christmas Parade and Festival in December.



Mr. Nulph said they are getting a donated 40-foot tree and Allegheny Health
Network is sponsoring the event with a $2,000 donation.

He said other people have indicated they would like to sponsor our events.

He asked anyone who wished to come to their meetings and thanked the
Board for its support of their programs.

Chairman Poston said Josh and the Recreation Board are doing a god job for
the Township.

David Kisiel, Caroline Street, was here about the house o Ivanhoe Street that
burned. He said he had a stroke and its four months later and he has hosed the
house to keep down the odor but he cannot take it. He said Bob keeps going into the
house.

Mr. Dizard said this house is not on the list yet to be demolished. We have
grants but they are for certain structures already determined.

He said we can consider that one a priority for 2018.

Mr. Kisiel said Bob is in and out of the house and he told the Township about
it and we said that we would cite him. He said he calls the police but they don’t do
anything. He said Bob lives at the hirise now and he keeps going into the house.

Attorney Mueller said we have taken the steps we can up to this point as far as
the legal review but the Township has to have the funds to demolish the structure.

Mrs. Kisiel said the Township has not secured the property. She said he goes
into the basement and the smell of the building is atrocious. They have seen him
many times.

Mr. Kisiel said there is asbestos in the house and it is it only 6 feet from his
house.

Mr. Dizard said the asbestos test showed it was only in some floor tiles and
not in the air.

Mr. Dizard said he agrees it is in bd shape but we cannot do it this year.

Mr. Kisiel said other areas are doing demolitions and Mr. Dizard said they
have grant money. We do not have any currently for this house.

He said we are working on the 2018 budget and will helpfully put money in
there for demolition.

He said I cannot say where this house would be on the list t be demolished.
He said he feels we have been responsive to the situation.

Mr. Heasley he will have Public Works check the house and secure it again.
Chairman Poston said we have done the asbestos testing and cannot do much more
right now.

He said what if we board it up and Mr., Kisiel said Bob just keeps taking the
boards off and going in. He said he is not the owner, it is his mother and sister. He
asked if the Township can arrest him.

Mr. Kisiel said he knows Bob has no money.

Attorney Mueller said the Township is doing all the legal steps toward
demolition.

Mr. Kisiel said prove it.

Attorney Mueller said the records show we are doing what we can.



Chairman Poston said I disagree with you Mr. Kisiel and Attorney Mueller
said the Township could order a title search.

Randy Richter, Glenmar Street, asked if there was any resolution t the matter
of Sylvan Pool closing off the street access to the public.

Chairman Poston said it is private property. He said we had a fifty-year-old
agreement but it was for the lower road and Sylvan wanted us to maintain the upper
lot. That was not art of it. He said people on the Sylvan board didn’t know that the
resident was putting up the barricades.

Chairman Poston said we cannot tell them how to use their private property.

Mr. Richter asked about getting permit parking because when they have
special events there we cannot even get out of our driveways.

Chairman Poston said call the police when that happens because they cannot
block you in.

Mr. Richter asked if he had a permit.

Attorney Mueller said it would depend on what he did if he needed one.

Mr. Richter asked if the Township is trying to work with the Sylvan board and
that is concern is being able to get through the streets. He said it was a good way to
get from one part of the neighborhood to the other.

Chairman Poston said especially for those coming from the Expressway.

Mr. Richter said what about plowing in the winter. Chairman Poston said
Sylvan Avenue will be plowed and will be a priority knowing that people cannot
access the other roads.

Mr. Heasley said e will discuss it with Randy Martinka.

Chairman Poston said all the hills are done first as a priority now.

Mr. Richter asked if the Township could take back the road through eminent
domain.

Attorney Mueller said that is a very expensive process and the Township
would have to pay the owner for future value of the property. It can be very
expensive and a long legal process. Attorney Mueller said the agreement that Sylvan
has talked about is not really an agreement but a series of letters between the
Township and Sylvan Park. They said in the letter they could cancel it at any time
and they have done so.

M. Richter asked if the Township will bill them for the paving they dd of the
lower road not too long ago.

Mrs. Rudolph said the Sylvan people are not very ice and she asked if Robin
was on the Board. Robin said she was a member there and that a lot of walkers and
joggers use that roadway.

Mary Jane Zdila, Linden Street, Bill Rudolph, Burtner and Sharon Svitek,
Painter Avenue, had questions about the new garbage contract. They said the new
rate is very high and there are a lot of citizens who are on a fixed income or have very
little trash.

Chairman Poston said Waste Management bid $19.32 per month and Vogel,
$19.92 per month and Morrow did not bid.



He said the unlimited rate is only $21 per month. He said that other towns
around here have similar rates for their trash collection.

He said Chuck Dizard checked with many of them and about the services they
received. Ross Township has contract with Waste Management for $20-$24 per
month, and Tarentum is paying $17 a month for just garbage collection.

He cited other rates for other municipalities that were similar or higher than ours.

Mrs. Svitek asked about the specifications regarding the limited collection.
She was advised that the 3 can limit was $19.32 per month and the unlimited was $21
a month or less than $2 different.

Mrs. Svitek asked why Morrow didn’t bid.

Chairman Poston said we feel they kept their previous bid low to get the
contract for the past 6 years and perhaps were not interested in bidding,.

Mr. Rudolph asked how the bids were put out.

Mr. Dizard said they were done in the legal manner and were advertised.
Mrs. Svitek said are you still having the leaf collection program? She was advised
the Township has always done that and will continue.

Chairman Poston said we had concerns about whether we had to get the cans
they collect by lifting from the truck but everything else will remain the same except
the collection is unlimited. He said everything remains as it is.

He said that now you can put out carpeting r furniture or any number of bags
without a limit any week.

Mr. Dizard said this is a fixed rate for the next three years.

Mrs. Rudolph asked about spring cleanup and Chairman Poston said we won't
have it anymore since you can put out that stuff any time.

Bill Rudolph and Mary Jane Zdila still wanted to know about the people who
don’t have a lot of garbage. Mary Jane said in Lower Burrell you can get whoever
you want.

Chairman Poston said we offered various options in the bidding process and
asked about a senior rate or a limited rate but the rates were way higher than the one
we accepted. He said we realize that there are a lot of people in the Township that
don’t put that much out but this was the bid we got.

Mr. Rudolph said the rate is outrageous and not fair and there are no options
for people. Mrs. Svitek agreed with him

Chairman Poston said that Morrow did not bid s we only had the two bids to
work with.

Mr. Rudolph asked why do you take actions like acting on the garbage
contract at the agenda meeting?

Chairman Poston said we take actins then s we don’t have such a lengthy
agenda for the regular meeting,.

He said many of the items we act on are cut and dry and this was a bid we
received.

Mr. Rudolph said Franklin Park ahs an option on their contract with Waste
Management for seniors and said it is not fair that we have to pay the same as
someone putting out a lot of items. He said Natrona will now be cleaned up.



He said he came from Natrona and Mr. Lilly said that people up here forget
about Natrona. He said we are trying to correct the situation.

Ms. Zdila asked if the rate will ever change.

Chairman said we have no control over the bids we get and Mr. Dizard agreed
we have no idea what the future will bring but this rate will stand for three years.

Mr. Dizard said he did an email study and about 90% of the people who
responded we favorable to the new system. He said it was informal and there was a
mix of people but we must have a collector and those were the figures we had to
work with.

He said that landlords are still responsible for their tenants’ garbage bills
under out ordinance.

Committee Reports:

Mrs. Bergstrom, Fire and Property and Grants said that Harrison Hills had 13
calls and they did training sessions. She said there was no further information on
our grant requests to date.

Zoning and Ordinance, Mr. Dizard, advised they did 33 rental inspections.
and 13 failed; and that we now charge for reinspection of properties. The fees were
$925 and there were 86 complaints for the month. He said they were grass and weeds
and property maintenance and junk vehicles.

Mr. Dizard said zoning fees were $1,500 and building permits were $1,800.

Finance, Mr. Lilly, said the Bills Payable for the month total $25,541.01 and Mr.
Heasley moved to approve same. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom and
carried.

Mr. Lilly said the Bond Account bills amount to $31,646.94. Mr. Heasley
moved to approve, seconded by Mr. Dizard and carried.

Mr. Lilly red the Paid Bills to be Ratified totaling $211,055.46 and asked for a
motion to approve. Mr. Heasley so moved, seconded by Mr. Dizard and carried.

Mr. Lilly said this included a $120,000 payment to the pension plan and
insurance and other invoices.

Chairman Poston said we did not owe anything for the State, nonuniformed
plan this year.

Public Safety, Chairman Poston read the monthly police report as follows:

255 Accounted phone calls to Records Office
405 Reported Police Support and Service Calls
20 Traffic Accidents

2 Prisoners Detained

0 Juvenile Misdemeanor/Felony Arrests

10 Adult Misdemeanor/Felony Arrests

39 Traffic Citations

15 Non-Traffic Citations

1 Ordinance Citation by Police

3 Parking Tickets



Fines collected from Allegheny County Court 676.41

Fines collected from District Court 4,041.25
Fines collected from Parking Tickets 180.00
Copies of Accident Reports 240.00
Total $ 5,137.66
Disbursements to Police for District Court Hearings $ 310.66

Mr. Heasley, Public Works, said they worked at the compost site every week
and brought down the last 300 tons of compost for the public’s’ use.

He said trucks are out daily collecting leaf bags as well as the street sweeper.

Mr. Heasley advised the department continued the mapping of the storm
sewers required by the DEP, and began crack sealing the roads that were paved in
2014. This maintenance will extend the life of the road surfaces. HE said that
although we are still cold patching potholes that arise the costs have been much less
since we are doing the crack sealing work every year.

Mr. Heasley said he and Randy met with Sen. Vulakovih and a representative
form PennDOT at the Saxonburg Rad landslide. He said they are going to at least
put jersey barriers at the site until the State can get the work done to repair the road.
They will also put up a weight lit since a lot of heavy trucks and school buses use
that road. He said the State will take bids and start work next May to repair the
slide.

Mrs. Rudolph asked about the slide on Burtner Road. She said she talked to
the Senator at a public event. She was advised the State has not set any work to be
done there.

Chairman Poston read the first item, to appoint Scott Slezak to replace David
Barns on the Planning Commission with the term expiring the first Monday of May
2018.

Mr. Dizard so moved. He said Scott has been an alternate to the Planning
Commission for over a year and has attended the meetings. Motion seconded by Mr.
Heasley and carried.

Chairman Poston said we should have a moment of silence in honor of r.
Barnas’ recent passing.

The Board had a moment of silence.

Mr. Dizard said Mr. Barnas was a good man and worked hard on the Planning
Commission.

Chairman Poston said the next two items are to authorize advertising for
Planning Commission alternates and members for the Tree Committee, on the
Township website.

Mr. Dizard said that Tom Cajka is the Chairman of the Tree Committee and
moved to advertise for both positions. Motion seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom and
carried.



Mr. Antonelli said the bids for the Chestnut Street Sewer work will be opened
November 10th, He said Tom Benecki advised that the funds will be released
through HUD so we can go forward with this project. HE said we can now also issue
the notice to proceed on the demolitions and the ADA ramps.

Mr. Dizard asked if the demolitions can be done in 2017 since it was funded
for this year and Ray advised the demolitions can be done in the winter months but
the ADA ramps probably should wait until spring due to the concrete work.

Mrs. Bergstrom said the $100,000 grant for the concession stand at the
playground will be used next spring,.

Mr. Dizard said there are no Township dollars in this project.

Mrs. Bergstrom asked if we can see if Waste Management would consider a
senior rate for the garbage bids.

Mr. Dizard moved to adjourn. Motion seconded by Mr. Heasley and carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M.
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