Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
October 25, 2021

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
6:00 p.m. by Chairman William Heasley.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call — William Heasley, Gary Meanor, Eric Bengel, Gary Lilly and Chuck Dizard were present.
Township Solicitor Emily Mueller was also present.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 23, 2021 Regular Meeting.
Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Remarks from Visitors

Ken Crisafio 1451 Keystone Street Natrona Heights spoke regarding water backing up into his
house. I've had this issue happen four times. The second time it happened the Township paid
to have a flap installed on the drain to stop the water. That failed recently. I've sent emails to
the Township and got no reply. I've also called the Health Department. I've asked this
Township for nothing. | can’t tolerate this, it's not my problem. When we moved in we had
Arnold’s install a new line. | never had a problem until 20 years after they installed the line and
we started to get severe storms. The Township installed a flap, so they obviously felt
responsible. | had Arnold’s install a balloon to stop the water, and | also had them install a knife
valve. I'm asking the Township to assume that cost. I’'m asking you to take the necessary steps
to stop the Township water from coming into my house. | live on a hill and this sewer water
enters my first floor. | don’t feel that this is a problem that I've created, | feel this is a Township
problem. | was told by Arnold’s that the Township has installed many knife vales in many
Township homes. I’'m asking for the same thing.

Attorney Mueller advised him that Rich Hill (Township Manager) can give you a list of the
documentation of what we’ll need to submit this to the insurance company.

Mr. Hill said I'll email the information to you on Wednesday morning.

Ken Erden 1106 Oregon Avenue Natrona Heights, spoke regarding Dave Radion’s property
located on the corner of California Avenue and Carlisle Street. He has vines covering his house
and the bushes are overgrown. There are broken windows, with wild animals going into the
house. I've heard that he has been cited many times and all he does is pay the fine. |
understand that he has a court hearing in Pittsburgh. If they can’t resolve this, | hope Harrison
Township can. He should be made to comply with the laws of this Township.



Bob Glunt 11" Avenue Natrona Heights spoke regarding the same situation. | was at the
hearing at Mag. Bengels office, along with Bucky. The Magistrate said I'm giving you two weeks.
You either sell that house or you turn it over to the Township. He said | don’t have the money.
She said if | start fining you every day, you’ll wind up in jail. The jail is full, so that went by the
wayside. If any one of you in this room had to live beside this, there would be something done.
He stays with his daughter that lives in Gilpin Township half of the time. He has made the
statement to the Chilia’s that he lives in two rooms in that house, the bedroom and the
bathroom. If the Board of Health would come in, there would be something done. The
Township should be doing something. Other Townships take care of things like this, why can’t
we? I'm sure we have an Ordinance that says we can do something with that house. He has
broken windows with rain coming in. The house is deplorable.

Tom Cjaka asked if anyone could check on the utilities, because he’s always hauling in propane
tanks. Does he have water, heat, garbage and electric? Can anyone check on this?

Attorney Emily Mueller stated that she has seen pictures of this house. The Township does
have an Ordinance to address this. The Township has been issuing citations. Recently they
have been issuing citations every single day by the Township. It has been appealed to the Court
of Common Pleas downtown and we do have a hearing on November 23, The only thing the
court system can do is find him guilty which carries a fine. It does not give us access to the
property or to demolish it. All the citation does is carry a fine. It’s a private property, the
Township doesn’t own it, and we cannot evict him. He is the owner and he has a right to be
there.

Mr. Glunt said that the Magistrate suggested that he turn the property over to the Township. If
we don’t have an Ordinance that covers that house, then we need to change the Ordinance.
Towns around us are razing houses, what are they doing different than us that they can do this
and we don’t?

Attorney Mueller said even though the property might look deplorable on the outside, if there
aren’t structural issues, we don’t have the authority to demolish it. We could have the building
inspector look at it. We still can’t demolish it with someone in there. That would require a
court order. We would have to get involved into some serious litigation that would be very
expensive, and prove a case before the court. | have reached out to the Health Department on
several occasions and explained that we have someone with no utilities, hoarding issues and
have asked them for help. They told me that they do not deal with interior hoarding, even
though there are no utilities, they don’t want to touch it. The only time they’ll help is if there is
exterior hoarding going on.

A resident asked if Adult Protective Services could be called to see if the person is able to live
there. There’s a reason why this is happening.

Attorney Mueller said I'll reach out to anyone | can, if you can give me a contact number.



Mr. Glunt said look at New Kensington. They’re tearing houses down and getting help from
Westmoreland County. We pay taxes to Allegheny County, why aren’t we asking them for
help?

Township Manager Rich Hill said we have had eight or nine houses torn down every year with
grant money. Last year we got turned down.

Attorney Mueller said we don’t have the legal authority to pull someone out of a house. That
would require a petition with the Court of Common Pleas and an order from a Judge, and he
would order the Sherrif to do it.

Mr. Glunt said we live in a top notch Township, and we’re not promoting this area. | just can’t
believe that something can’t be done. How does Tarentum tear all those houses down? We
need to change the Ordinance.

Mr. Hill said there’s someone living there. Tarentum is tearing down vacant houses, that we go
after all the time. Mr. Drum who is a neighbor, said he was going to see if would accept help
with the situation.

Dr. Bengel said the Ordinance isn’t going to change so that we can yank someone out of their
house.

Attorney Mueller said he is the property owner and he has rights. We are not just allowed to
pull him out. We have to abide by the State and Federal Constitution.

Mr. Glunt asked why if he isn’t paying the fines, is he not in jail?

Attorney Mueller said you can come to the hearing at the Court of Common Pleas on November
23, Il tell you, it’s going to be frustrating, that’s been my experience. | will be there along
with the Code Officer. The Judge will most likely continue it, and say that we’re going to give
him time to fix it up. The Court of Common Pleas is very sympathetic to property owners. The
Judge will have to look at you, someone who lives nearby, and then he’ll have to explain why
he's only going to fine him $50. It's public court on November 23", usually starts at 8:30 a.m.

Ch. Heasley said we’ve had a couple of cases in past years where the houses were in bad
condition, they people still lived there and ended up dieing in the houses. Our hands are tied.

Attorney Mueller said we have to do this the right way. There was a case where a Municipality
didn’t follow procedures and they were sued in Federal Court, and it was a very expensive
lawsuit.

A resident stated that the neighbors could call Adult Protective Services and the Health
Department. It's more effective coming from residents and neighbors.



Jim Erb 930 Painter Avenue Natrona Heights stated that he had a request from Howard
Traekner’s niece asking if the Township would have any ideas to display his Navy uniform.
Maybe in a glass showcase with a letter attached. He was the Veteran that lived to be 100
years old. If you have any thoughts it would be appreciated.

Dr. Bengel said he will discuss it with the War Memorial Committee.

Township Manager Rich Hill reviewed the information in the Manager’s Report with the Board
of Commissioners.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the bills payable for October 2021 in the amount of
$28,901.16 to be paid from the General Fund. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the bills payable for October 2021 in the amount of
$24,877.54 to be paid from the Bond Account. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Meanor made a motion to approve the paid bills to be ratified for September 2021.
Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Ch. Heasley announced that the Board of Commissioners held an Executive Session prior to this
Regular Meeting to address personnel and legal issues.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to appoint William W. Heasley to the Harrison Township Water
Authority Board to fill an unexpired term until December 31 2024. Seconded by Mr. Meanor.
Motion carried. William Heasley abstained from voting.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve Harrison Township Trick or Treat Night, Saturday
October30, 2021 from 6-8 p.m. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 1882 — approving the Side Yard and Blighted
Structure Program for 37 Linden Street Natrong, filed by Ronald D. & Renea A. Ehrlich.
Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the Financial Requirement and Minimum Municipal
Obligation for 2022. Police Pension Plan - $115,141/Nonuniformed Plan $50,244. Seconded by
Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to accept the resignation of Douglas E. Gallagher, Zoning &

Ordinance Officer Supervisor effective November 10, 2021. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion
carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to ratify Concurring Resolution Nos. 1833 and 1884 authorizing the
Township to file an application for GEDTF funds with the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny
County for the Harrison Point Route 366 Improvement Design Project at Pleasant Avenue and



for the Harrison Slum and Blight Project, effective October 18, 2021. Seconded by Dr. Bengel.
Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 1885 — Apply for funding for the Demolition
Slums and Blight Project from the Community Development Block Grant funds through the
Allegheny County Economic Development. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Meanor made a motion to approve the 2021 Road Program Contractor’s Payment
Application No. 1 from Tresco Paving Corp. for $279,248.21 as approved by NIRA Consulting
Engineers, Inc., payable from the Liquid Fuel Fund. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.
Dr. Bengel read the report from Citizens Hose Fire Co. for September 2021

Dr. Bengel made a motion to adjourn the Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Mation carried.

Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
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