
Regular Meeting 
October 26, 2015 
 
 Chairman Poston called the meeting of the Harrison Township 
Board of Commissioners to order at 7:30 P.M. 
 The pledge of Allegiance was repeated. 
 Roll; Call – Commissioners Lilly, Poston, Bergstrom, Mitchell and 
Heasley responded to roll call. 
 Solicitor Means and Emily Mueller and Engineer Ray Antonelli were 
present. 
 Chairman Poston dispensed with the reading of the minutes since 
the Board received copies of same. 
 Remarks from Visitors: 
 
 Mary Jane Zdila, Linden Street, commented on the condition of 
South Alley.  She said a man walking with a cane almost fell because it is 
rough.  She said since the Township paved the water does not run off 
properly either. 
 Chairman Poston said Randy was to look at it. 
 Mr. Heasley said he will contact randy and see what he determined. 
 Blair and Margaret Grube, Montana Avenue, said the street is 
getting busier and they have a problem with vehicles parking long-term in 
front of their house.  She said there should be an ordinance because leaves 
pile up since the street sweeper cannot get to them.  Mrs. Grube asked if 
there is a schedule for sweeping. 
 Chairman Poston advised there is not and they sweep the problem 
areas when needed. 
 He asked if this is in front of her house and Mrs. Grube said they 
cannot get to the curb because of the parked vehicles.  She said the person 
lives across the street but they do not have parking on that side. 
 Mrs. Grube said they park their vehicle in the driveway.  She said 
she was rear-ended while trying to back out and is afraid the street will be 
even busier when the new Sheetz and CVS come in. 
 Chairman Poston said CVS won’t cause more traffic up there on 
Montana Avenue. 
 He said there is tons of traffic on State Street coming off the 
Expressway.  He said the parked vehicles shouldn’t block the sweeper. 
 Solicitor Charles Means said the Board can put up signs for no 
parking for street seeping. 
 MR. Lilly said they do it in Natrona every month on certain days. 
 Mr. Heasley said he would check with Randy on problems with 
sweeping. 



 Chairman Poston said we always have the problem of people blowing 
or raking their leaves into the street expecting the sweeper to keep up 
with that.  It is illegal to do so.  He said lawn services do it too. 
 Mrs. Grub said she sweeps around the vehicles because there would 
be so much piled up. 
 Chairman Poston said we will check it out but if there are no signs 
then you cannot make them move the vehicles if they are parked legally. 
 Attorney Means said he could prepare an ordinance if the Township 
wants to put up signs and sweep regularly. 
 Eileen Gallagher, Sylvan Avenue, asked if the Township was able to 
find the owners of the house Higgins used to own. Will they take the 
owners back to Bengel’s since they know who it is?  She said the house is 
now not on the market like it was before when people were coming to look 
at it. 
 Attorney Means said that their office looked into tis and Emily 
Mueller is here and can detail what they found out. 
 Attorney Mueller said the new owner never took the deed to be 
recorded but they paid the sheriff and it is theirs.  She said that if 
demolition is to go forward they would have t do the title search again. 
 Mrs. Gallagher said the new owner is doing the same as Higgins, just 
snubbing their noses at the Township.   
 Ms. Mueller said the documents were presented to the ordinance 
officer and he can take them to Bengel with a new citation.  She said they 
also cannot sell the property without going under our ordinance that 
requires certain assurances.  She said they can be cited on that too if they 
do sell. 
 Mr. Lilly said he told the ordinance officer to refile this citation. 
 Norbert Cieslinski, part time ordinance officer, said they have not 
yet refiled the citation. 
 Mr. Lilly said you can use the sheriff sale information. 
 Mrs. Gallagher asked if Norbert and Joe will notify them when a 
hearing is set.   
 Mr. Lilly said he would tell them to do so. 
 Chairman Poston said we have spent more in legal fees in this 
matter than it is worth times five. 
 Mrs. Messmer, Painter Avenue, asked if the Board has done anything 
about the bird problem.  She said her neighbor’s son is here and can tell 
you how they have problems too. 
 Chairman Poston said there is no ordinance for restricting bird 
houses.  He said the Board has not come to a conclusion. 
 After further discussion about the problems and how the bird houses 
may be limited, Attorney Means said you can have an ordinance that limits 
the number and height of bird houses which might solve the problem.   



 Mrs. Bergstrom said she would contact the Audubon Society and 
maybe the nature center in Harrison Hills Park.  Maybe the man could 
move them there. 
 Solicitor Means said he would be happy to prepare and ordinance if 
needed. 
 Rich Osiecki, Davis Street, discussed an ordinance problem in his 
area where a man never cuts his grass and weeds.  He said there is a 
vehicle parked for years with weeds growing through it.  He said they had 
a hearing that he did not attend so there is a warrant for him.  Why can’t 
they act on the warrant? 
 Mr. Osiecki said the Magistrate’s Office told m it is up to the 
Township to refile the charges. 
 Mr. Lilly said why don’t you ask the ordinance officer?  You are 
making out like they did nothing. 
 Norbert Cieslinski said he was cited on all these issues and did not 
appear at the hearing.  The judge found him not guilty on some matters in 
January because she said she did not feel the charges were the intent of 
the ordinance.   
 Chairman Poston said that seems to be a problem with the 
Magistrate. 
 Mr. Cieslinski said they filed property maintenance charges and 
there was a warrant issued but the Township does not re-schedule 
hearings.  The magistrate has to do that. 
 Chairman Poston said we cannot drag someone out of the house and 
before the Magistrate.   
 Mr. Lilly said if the warrant is served the Magistrate sets up another 
hearing.   He said the man should be arrested. 
 Mr. Osiecki asked if they can reissue the charges and a gentleman in 
the audience said if there is a warrant, the original charges are still 
pending. 
 Bill Godfrey, Natrona Comes Together, Walnut Street, said they will 
meet tomorrow and set up street captains to check on property issues and 
advise the Township.  He asked if the Township and put the lights on the 
tree for the Christmas activities. 
 Mr. Heasley said he talked with Randy who said they put them up 
years ago but had not done so for a long time.   Mr. Godfrey said they are 
going to decorate the tree.  Chairman Poston said they can use the bucket 
truck to help them out. 
  
 Committee Reports: 
 
 Mr. Mitchell, reporting for Fire and Property, read Citizens’ report 
from last month since he was not here.  He said they had training and 



several alarms.  Mr. Mitchell read their September report and advised they 
had more classes and EMS had 209 calls. 
 Mr. Mitchell said Harrison Hills had 16 calls in September, and that 
Hilltop Hose submitted a grant application to get new equipment.  He 
added that the ladder truck was inspected for its annual certification for 
ISO.  He said they are going to finance $200,000 for the new truck and that 
the old engine cannot be used for fire service since it cannot be certified. 
 Mr. Mitchell said that Harrison Hills is working with the County to 
try to get grants to fix the County’s building they use and will probably not 
construct a new firehall. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom, reporting for Finance, said she reviewed the 
Financial Statement for the period ending September 30th.  She said the 
revenues outweigh the expenditures but we still have a lot of big items to 
lay before the end of the year.  The paving bill is not paid, and we are 
waiting for delivery of a new dump truck.  She said the police contract is 
not yet settled and we will probably have to pay retroactive pay once the 
arbitrator decides. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom said she talked with Tom Benecki and they should be 
able to get the demolitions started soon. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom said the Paid Bills to be Ratified for September total 
$168,277.61 and moved to approve them.   Motions seconded by Mr. Heasley 
and carried. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom said the Bills Payable for October total $46,249.35 
and moved to pay same.  Motion seconded by Mr. Heasley and carried. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom said the Bond Account invoices total $12,590.03 and 
moved for payment.  She said about $8,000 was for stones to fix a sewer 
problem.  Motion seconded by Mr. Heasley and carried. 
 Chairman Poston reporting for Public Safety, read the September 
police Report as follows: 
 
 252   Accounted Phone Calls 
 517  Reported Police Support and Service Calls 
   16  Traffic Accidents 
    2  Prisoners Detained 
    5  Juvenile Arrests 
 127   Traffic Citations 
   10  Non Traffic Citations 
     1  Ordinance Citations 
     5  Parking Tickets 
    16  Misdemeanor/Felony Warrants  
 
Fines collected from Allegheny County Court   1,172.64 
Fines collected from Magistrate’s Office   4,394.08 
Fines collected from parking tickets    105.00 



Copies of accident reports      135.00 
 
  Total Receipts for the month   $     5,806.72 
 
Disbursements to Police for district court hearings  594.16 
 
 Mr. Heasley, Public Works, advised that they ground debris at the 
compost site, and replace 75 feet of a broken storm sewer line which saved 
the Township $10,000 to $15,000 by having our men do the work. 
 Mr. Heasley advised that State Pipe did camera work in the Union 
and Pacific Avenue area and found 7 homes tied into the sanitary sewer.  
All have been directed to remove these illegal connections which cause a 
lot of infiltration into the sanitary sewer system when we have heavy 
rains. 
 He said the Township installed 22 inflow guards in the manholes in 
the Dallas and Fairmont Avenue area to help keep the rain water out of 
the manholes. 
 Chairman Poston said he suggested that they check all the storm 
liens for debris, etc. before we get the heavy rains they are calling for 
again. 
 Scott Slezak in the audience asked about dye testing. 
 Chairman Poston said when we had to do that EPA work they were 
all ten inch and above and these are 8 inch lines.  He said we did find some 
blockage in one of the lines and are looking into having State Pipe do some 
of that pipe bursting to increase the size of some of our lines. 
 Mr. Lilly reported for Ordinance and Zoning, advising that they 
issued 13 permits totaling $3,956 and had 13 occupancy inspections tat 
passed.  He said they had 27 complaints, mostly garbage and grass, and 
that 7 citations were issued.  They had 279 calls to the office. 
 Chairman Poston read Resolution No. 1697 – Appointing Richard Hill 
of Merge & Hill as the Township Auditor for the year 2015. Mr. Heasley so 
moved.  Motion seconded by Mr. Lilly and carried. 
 Chairman Poston read Resolution No. 1698 – Authorizing the 
Developer’s Agreement with RBG for the CVS Store. He said this would be 
conditioned upon the developer providing items as required, 
 Mr. Heasley so moved with the stipulation as stated.  Motions 
seconded by Mr. Lilly and carried. 
 Chairman Poston read Resolution o. 1699 – Authorizing the 
agreement for electric service for our street lights through Keytex.  The 
company is actually NextEra Energy.  He said the price per Kwh is .04867 
cents for 36 months. 
 Mr. Heasley moved to adopt the Resolution.  Mrs. Bergstrom 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 



 Chairman Poston said we have three expired terms on the 
Recreation Board along with Don Bushman’s term.  He said that Neal 
Mackowski suggested two people who would like to serve. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom suggested that we reappoint Pat Walters and Neal 
Mackowski. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom suggested this be put on the website.  She said that 
Neal recommended Jeff Pakulski who is her nephew and Mike Cebula who 
I do not know. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom asked if this was on the website and Secretary 
advised it was not. 
 Chairman Poston suggested that we act on Pat and Neal and wait on 
the others so it can be posted.  We can then consider these two candidates 
and any others we may get. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom moved to appoint Neal Mackowski and Pat Walters 
to terms of 5 years on the Recreation Board.  Motion seconded by Mr. Lilly 
and carried. 
 Chairman Poston said the next item is to accept the SHACOG bids 
for unleaded and diesel fuel from Glassmere Fuel, the low bidder. 
 Mr. Lilly so moved.  Motion seconded by Mr. Heasley and carried. 
 Chairman Poston said we have a request form Mike Krzeminski, the 
Emergency Management Coordinator, to name Ed Naughton as a second 
Deputy for the EMIC service.  Jim Erb is the other deputy. 
 Mr. Mitchell so moved.  He said now there will be representation 
from all three companies.  Seconded by Mr. Heasley and carried.  Mr. 
Mitchell said he will be an asset to the team. 
 Chairman Poston said the next item is to announce a Drug Take 
Back Day at the Municipal Building on November 19th.  This is a great 
opportunity for people to get rid of unused prescription drugs so that kids 
are not tempted to get into them.  He said it will be here from 9 AM to 1 
PM.  He said that kids will get into these prescriptions and take one or two 
and no one notices so it is a good time to dispose of them before the 
holidays.  He said that this is not just for the township but for our 
neighbors also. 
 Jim Erb, Citizens Ambulance, said they could help out if needed. 
 Chairman Poston said he hopes the Valley will announce it and we 
can also put it on the website and in the Stroller column.  He said we will 
distribute the information to the local churches too.  He said we had one of 
these collections before and it did well. 
 Mrs. Zdila sked if it was for any expired drugs?  Chairman Poston 
said whatever it is they can take it and get rid of it. 
 Chairman Poston said he had meds for surgery before and never 
took them so he has quite a few pills that he wants to get rid of also. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom said everyone received the memo about the final 
work on the new website.  She said we need a consensus and any 



suggestions that anyone has.  Mrs. Bergstrom read the address of the 
developmental site so anyone could take a look at it.   
 Chuck Dizard said the company did a great job and he would say we 
now have the best site in the region with the content.  We will need regular 
updates and postings to be taken down once the events pass. 
 Mrs. Heasley moved to adjourn. 
 Chairman Poston said we will hold an Executive Session following 
the meeting to discuss legal matters.  Motion seconded by Mr. Lilly and 
carried. 
 Meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 
 
 
 
ATTEST:      TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON 
 
 
 
_________________________________  By________________________________   
Executive Secretary                   President, Board of  
              Commissioners  
  
 


