Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
October 26, 2020

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
6:00 p.m. by Chairman William Heasley.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call = William Heasley, Gary Meanor, Eric Bengel, Gary Lilly and Chuck Dizard were present.
The Solicitor and Engineer were not present.

Mr. Meanor made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 28, 2020 Regular
Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Remarks from visitors:

Trisha Ritchie, asked about the review of the food pantry provided by Building Blocks of
Natrona. We didn’t want electricity because of food going bad. | submitted a proposal to the
Township Manager for accountability. We will be there once a week to check on it. Do you
need proof that we were down there checking on the box?

Ch. Heasley suggested a checklist, and provide it every week.

Mes. Ritchie provided pictures and the dimensions of the food box. We would like it to face the
cameras. There was discussion regarding the placement of the pantry box, and also discussion

about keeping everyone informed, since there are two organizations that use the Park.

Alyssa Imler gave an update on the Recreation Board including the upcoming Christmas Event
to be held on December 5, 2020 beginning at 3 o’clock.

Township Manager Rich Hill reviewed the information in his Manager’s report with the Board.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to approve the paid bills to be ratified for the month of September,
2020 in the amount of $87,768.75. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve the bills payable for October, 2020 in the amount of
$37,138.73, to be paid from the General Fund. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Mr. Meanor made a motion to approve the bills payable for October 2020 in the amount of
$19,457.68, to be paid from the Bond Account. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.



Mr. Meanor made a motion to reject the bids submitted by Jet Jack, Inc. and Sciaretti Site
Development & Paving and re advertise for the Natrona Community Park and Playground.
Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to authorize Partial Payment Application No. 1 (Final) to Russell
Standard Corp., for the 2020 Fiber Reinforced Seal Coating in the amount of $53,891.18.
Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel made a motion to reduce Maronda Homes Performance Bond from its current value
of $9,352.20 to $2,255.00, per the Township Engineer’s recommendation. Seconded by Mr.
Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Meanor made a motion to reappoint Natalie Cale and Patricia Walters to the Recreation
Board for a 5-year term, ending in 2025. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to award the 2019 CDBG Sewer System Project in Natrona to M.
O’Herron Co. based on their low bid in the amount of $186,242.50, as recommended by NIRA
Consulting Engineers, Inc. Seconded by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1860 - Demolition of Slum and Blight. Mr. Meanor made a motion to adopt this
Resolution. Seconded by Dr. Bengel. Motion carried.

Ch. Heasley announced that the Board of Commissioners held an executive session prior to
tonight’s Regular Meeting to discuss an personnel matter.

Mr. Meanor made a motion to extend Colton Stebler a conditional and contingent offer of
probationary employment for the position of police officer in the Township of Harrison.
Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to change the Regular Meeting date from December 28, 2020 to
December 30, 2020, and add to that a Public Hearing regarding the Comprehensive Plan.
Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Discussion on Treevitalize Application for the Spring 2021 Award. Mr. Dizard we have been
talking to ATl about planting trees along Federal Street. This requires that we submit a
treevitalize application at no cost to the Township. The local ATl and corporate in Pittsburgh
has endorsed this being done on their property, approximately 80 trees. This would protect the
residential neighborhood from all of the dust that is constantly blowing from that side of the
ATl lot.

Mr. Lilly asked why ATl doesn’t try to eliminate the dust down there, the dust kills the trees.
Trees aren’t going to help it. They’re not a good neighbor. Someone should talk to them about
it.



Mr. Hill said the Township attorney would like to see a written agreement, that they are in
favor of having trees planted on their property. Are they going to take care of the maintenance
of these trees? We want ATI to sign off on this. It’s going on private property. If we’re passing
a Resolution tonight, those detail aren’t worked out.

Mr. Dizard said ATl sent an email.
Mr. Hill said yes, to you, and not to anyone else.

Mr. Dizard said the conversation with them was that the application goes in, and if it gets
funded the there would be a legal agreement.

Mr. HIl said we need a legal document signed by ATI. We need more discussion, and act on it
next month.

Mr. Dizard said that’s the cart before the horse, because this is just an application. | thought |
sent you the email from ATI, stating their support. I'll send it to you. Friends of the Riverfront
will help water the trees.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 1861 — Authorizing a Treevitalize Application
for the Spring 2021 Award, pending Township Solicitor favorable recommendation. Seconded
by Mr. Meanor. Motion carried.

Discussion on Christmas Wreath storage. Mr. Hill said Randy Martinka and | went and looked
at where these are stored right now, we spoke with the maintenance man, and it seems like an
ideal situation. There’s plenty of room over there, and can have access at any time. Plenty of
room to spread out and work on projects. They said if they would rent that space out, they
would make space at another vacant place. My recommendation is that we utilize the space
over there, at no charge. It's the ideal place. If we need access, we just notify them and they’re
very easy to get ahold of. They were shocked that we wanted to take them out of there.

Mr. Dizard said that is an extremely temporary space. They are in constant contact with their
corporate people, and the people from New York said they can’t guarantee the security. The
building was broken into last year and they can’t assume responsibility for those wreaths. The
corporate people said they prefer that we get them out.

Mr. Hill said | talked to the maintenance guys, and that’s not what they said.

Mr. Dizard said they are local guys on the ground. The boss in New York said he prefers we
move them out. We secured these wreaths at no cost to the Township and the volunteer hours
that went into perfecting these things is incredible. For $2,600 we can get a forty foot
shipment container and can put it anywhere on Township property. We secured $2,000 from
Highmark to spend on this, otherwise we will have to send the money back to them.



Mr. Hill said the letter said it’s for the parade.

Mr. Dizard said the parade is cancelled, just like it was in 2018. They let us keep the 2018
money. This should not be a financial issue, although it sounds like it is, | can’t understand it.

Mr. Hill said we’re using taxpayer dollars to put something on private property. We’re paying
someone to put those wreaths on private property. This issue needs to be addressed.

Mr. Lilly said put it before the Board and see if they want it or not. It’s not up to you to say so.
Mr. Hill said that’s my recommendation.

Alyssa Imler said she doesn’t understand the pushback on this. We have the money. We put in
a lot of hours for the families in this Township.

Dr. Bengel asked what the issues are and if Randy approved this.
Mr. Hill said | don’t think out front is a good space forit. Maybe it could go on Alsco Park, we
would have to get their approval. Chuck asked Highmark for permission to use the $2,000 for a

storage trailer. | think where they are now is a good location.

Mr. Meanor said | don’t have an issue with the container, as long as we can agree on where it’s
going to go.

Ch. Heasley said let’s get all of the information and hold off until November’s meeting, and
approve it as long as we have a location for it. You mentioned the Public Works could paint it,
which certainly could be done. Let’s get the details first.

Mr. Dizard said that these trailers are hot in demand.

Mr. Lilly made a motion to approve the purchase of the trailer. Seconded by Mr. Dizard.
Motion carried.

Dr. Bengel spoke regarding the Honor Roll. He said it’s done and looks fantastic. There’s 1,942
names on the Honor Roll.

Jim Erb said the Honor Roll looks amazing, and he thanked everyone that was involved in the
restoration of the Memorial.

Dr. Bengel moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.
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