Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
October 28, 2019

The Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-
Chairman William Poston.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call: William Poston, Robin Bergstrom, Gary Lilly and Chuck Dizard were present. William
Heasley was absent. Township Solicitor Emily Mueller and Township Engineer Ray Antonelli, Jr.
were also present.

Vice-Ch. Poston stated that the minutes of the last Regular Meeting are complete.
Remarks from Visitors

Trisha Ritchie, from Building Blocks of Natrona stated that she is the founder of Building Blocks
of Natrona. We use the Knights of Columbus Hall to distribute produce, cosmetics and food.
We also have educational events throughout the year. We serve snacks and lunches
throughout the year. We worked with animal protectors and used the park to microchip
animals, and thank you for allowing us to use the Park for this event.

Dave Kisiel asked when the house on Ivanhoe Avenue will be torn down, and why did the two
girls in the Ordinance Office leave?

Attorney Mueller said that’s a personnel issue, and we can’t discuss it.

Manager Rich Hill said we have federal money through the Allegheny Valley Council of
Governments. This grant was for $78,000, there’s five houses with that and Ivanhoe is one of
them. Ivanhoe had an asbestos inspection done, but the other four houses didn’t. We have to
advertise all of those together because it’s federal money. The County came last week and did
the asbestos inspections, and we’ll be putting them out for bid.

Mr. Antonelli explained the process of the bidding and asbhestos inspections.

Mr. Kisiel said it's been over two years. If it wasn’t for me and other people, that grass would
have never been cut. I've had two strokes. All of you should be ashamed of yourselves. No
one from this Township ever came and checked on anything.

Mr. Lilly said this guy was here a couple of years ago. This Township should have money in a
fund for things like this. He shouldn’t have to live beside that for two years. He’s right and
we’re wrong. If the Township would think about things like this, maybe this wouldn’t happen.



Committee Reports

Fire, Property & Grants: Mrs. Bergstrom read the reports from Citizens Hose Fire Co., Harrison
Hills Fire Co. and Hilltop Hose Fire Co.

Mrs. Bergstrom made a motion to approve payment for a pump test on a truck owned by
Harrison Hills Fire Co. in amount of $1,135.12. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mrs. Bergstrom made a motion to award the the bid for the engineering of the biking/walking
corridor to Mackin Engineering in the amount of $92,360.00. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion
carried.

Vice-Ch. Poston asked if any of this is Township funds? Where are we at with this project?

Mrs. Bergstrom said $17,000 will come from the Township. This grant will be for construction
drawings.

Finance: Mr. Dizard reported that the paid bills to be ratified for September 2019 amounted to
$160,748.63. Bills payable for October 2019 totalled $59,834.62. Bond Account invoices
amounted to $24,911.57, and moved to approve same. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion
carried.

Zoning & Ordinance: Mr. Lilly read the report for October, 2019.

Mr. Lilly said a year ago | was talking to a resident in Natrona complaining about the grey mud
on the road. She had the grey clay tested and we got a report back on everything that was in
that dirt and | wanted to get it read by a professional. |thought NIRA could do it, but you were
told be someone not to do it. The lady paid $770. This was all supposed to be free. She told
me | owe half. |told her that I'd see if the Township would pay my $350. They said they
wouldn’t pay it. Do you have something to say Darryl? You’re sitting there shaking your head.
| feel the Township is responsible. This stuff leaks out of there truck. It’s in the vehicle code
that you have to have this stuff covered and they don’t. It’s the mill, they can do what they
want.

A resident from Natrona said the cars in Natrona are always covered with this chemical. Can
you imagine what going into our lungs.

Public Safety: Mr. Poston read the police report for September, 2019.

Mr. Lilly said | don’t think it’s fair that one guy in the Police Department is getting a big pension.
It’s not fair to the other one’s that will be retiring.

Public Works: Vice-Ch. Poston read the report for September 2019 in Mr. Heasley’s absence.



Mr. Antonelli spoke regarding the BlueRidge Avenue sewer project in Natrona. This is a
mandated project concerning stream flow in the combined sewer system. This is a runoff from
Argonne Drive that discharge on to BlueRidge Avenue. We're having trouble getting into some
of the sewers down there, they’re clogged with debris. | need a day or two to have the camera
inspection. | need authorization to have the tv inspection and line cleaning done within the no
bid threshold with is $20,600. We should be well within that. This would be for about 1,000
feet. We can’t proceed without having this done. The lines are so full of debris, we can’t even
tell which way they’re flowing. Mr. Dizard made a motion to approve this work, not to exceed
$20,600. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Mr. Antonelli requested a motion to release the Performance Bond to #1 Cochran in amount of
$183,767.00. Mr. Poston moved to approve the release of this Bond. Seconded by Mr. Lilly.
Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1844 — Requesting CDBG Funds from Allegheny County Economic Development
in amount of $41,985 for proposed ADA Curb Ramps along Freeport Road. Mrs. Bergstrom
moved to adopt Resolution No. 1844. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1845 — Requesting CDBG Funds from Allegheny County Economic Development
in amount of $87,975 for proposed improvements to the Natrona Playground. Mr. Dizard
moved to adopt Resolution No. 1845. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1846 — Requesting CDBG Funds from Allegheny County Economic Development
in amount of $85,800 for proposed demolitions. Mr. Dizard moved to adopt Resolution No.
1846. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1847 — Authorizing a three year comprehensive Street Sweeping Agreement
between PennDOT and Harrison Township. Mr. Dizard moved to adopt Resolution No. 1847.
Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1848 — Authorizing a two year Professional Service Contract with Hoffman
Boarding Kennels with a Stray Feline Rider. Mr. Dizard moved to adopt Resolution No. 1848.
Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion carried.

Authorize release of Performance Bond to 15t Commonwealth Bank in the amount of
$83,074.70, as recommended by the Township Engineer. Mr. Dizard moved to release this
Bond. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion carried.

Reappoint Megan Zendarski to a five year term on the Recreation Board. Mr. Dizard moved to
approve this reappointment. Seconded by Mr, Lilly. Motion carried.

Act to hire David Lingelbach as a Data Base Consultant in the Zoning and Ordinance Department
at $30 per hour, as needed.



Mr. Hill said some time ago, a data base was created in the Zoning Office. There’s never been a
good update of that database David is a data base specialist, retired from ATI. He is able to
update the current database. He is very knowledgeable and $30 an hour is reasonable, on an
as needed basis.

Mr. Dizard said the database we have has all of the properties in the Township. When it was
set up, we had a download from the County, so that when a property changed hands we could
upload it to the database. We had information from the school, delinquent taxes and
delinquencies from the Water Authority. The County has changed, they’re not doing those
downloads anymore. The school district has changed how they do delinquent taxes, those
aren’t available to us on a download anymore. For the last year, we have not been able to
update the property changes that occur. That information is not available. The database
software language is now out of date and is not used anymore by the people that are
contemporary with this stuff. The long term planning commission that is working with
Harrison, Tarentum and Brackenridge are talking about having property data that is shared
equally with the same program for all three communities. | am in favor of hiring this person for
a limited amount of time on a monthly basis to tweak what we have right now. | am proposing
that we look at our database for property management, and we get a valuation for what is
more powerul than what we have right now. One of the opportunities right now is through the
Turtle Creek Council of Governments have put together a database, which may not be what we
need. They are willing to come in and evaluate what we have, and to offer new technology.
There are other people, including Turtle Creek that have the technical capacity to capture the
data from the County. Those are things that we have no access to. | think we need to look into
this, with people that are professionally in tune to this.

Mr. Poston said you sold us that bill of goods on the current system that we have. It was the
greatest thing since peanut butter. It never really worked, and now you want to go to a new
system. We have thousands and thousands of dollars in this system, and now you want to go
with Turtle Creek. How much money is this going to cost?

Mr. Dizard said around $7,0000. The software changes all of the time.

Mr. Poston said | think we should utilize this expert, and see if can update what we already
have.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to hire David Lingelbach as a database consultant for a maximum of
20 hours per month. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion carried. Mr. Lilly voted no.

Doug Gallagher, Zoning/Ordinance Office Supervisor said that he feels 20 hours a month is
enough. He’s only tweaking what we have. He’s only addressing minor issues. | don’t see him
needing more hours than that. Our current database is limited. It's getting us by for now. It's
like operating on an atari and not an xbox.



Mr. Hill said we gave this guy a list of several things that needed updated, and he’s already
addressed and updated about 8 or 9 of them. It’s $30 per hour as needed. We should update
what we have. It’s only a couple years old. We know what and where the problems are in this
Township. We don’t need a datatbase to tell us where we have blight. We don’t need a
computer to tell us what houses are in bad shape. The current database needs updated, only.

Mr. Lilly said | think we should have the latest and the greatest. | think we should look into the
Turtle Creek deal. This database isn’t right, it's never been right. I’'m against hiring him all
together.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to accept the offer from the Turtle Creek computer specialist and
faculty at CMU, to look at our database and evaluate what it can do and what alternatives exist.
It costs us nothing, and there’s no obligation.

Mr. Poston said after we have the updates done. You can work that out with the Manager. You
don’t need a motion for that.

Mr. Hill said again, the database we have is sufficient. We’re not covering that much ground
that we need laptops in the cars, etc. They can write the information down, and come to the
office and enter it into the database. It’s that simple.

Mr. Dizard said there is a lot that this system doesn’t do. | designed the original system. | know
what’s there, | wrote the grant and ended up getting it done.

Jim Erb said a couple of years ago when the Ordinance Office was full as far as personnel, April
2017 from the minutes. Two years ago it was mentioned that we had 1,450 rentals that were
going to be inspected every year. Why are we only inspecting two thirds of the rentals per
year?

Mr. Dizard said the database cannot identify all of the property owners or landlords. We’'ll
need additional staffing.

Mr. Hill said we have four people in there right now. Mr. Lingelbach is going to update the
system to show all of the properties.

Mr. Dizard asked to approve Resolution No. 1849 — Harrison Township requesting a Multimodal
Transportation Fund grant of three million dollars from the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation to be used for roadway design and construction for improvements related to
the Harrison Point Project and Silver Lake Park. Mr. Dizard moved to adopt Resolution No.
1849. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion carried.

Mr. Dizard said Brain Clark will apply for the grant, at no cost or obligation to the Township.



Mr. Hill asked for approval to renew a three year contract with Direct Energy for energy
distribution, at a cost of 5.20 per kw. Mrs. Bergstrom moved to approve this contract.
Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Lilly said before next month’s meeting, I'm making a suggestion, after talking to some of
the police officers, to talk about this contract coming up, and some of them being in jeopardy of
not getting a descent pension.

Mr. Hill said what do you mean by a descent pension?

Mr. Poston said Gary you have no idea what you're talking about. You don’t bring that up at a
public meeting. Sit down, you’re out of order. You have no idea what you’re talking about.

Mr. Poston moved to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned
8:15 p.m.
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