Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Regular Public Meeting
September 23, 2019

The Harrison Township Board of Commissioners Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m., by
Chairman William Heasley.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Chairman Heasley announced that the Board of Commissioners held an Executive Session prior
to the Regular Meeting, to discuss legal issues.

Roll Call: William Heasley, William Poston, Robin Bergstrom, Gary Lilly and Chuck Dizard were
present. Township Solicitor Emily Mueller and Township Engineer Raymond Antonelli, Jr., were
also present.

Attorney Mueller announced and called the Public Hearing to order, to consider adoption of a
Zoning Ordinance Amendment to provide that a “school bus depot”shall be an available use in
the S-1, M-1 and M-2 zoning districts, defining the term “school bus depot” and establishing
certain other requirements pertaining to such uses.

Attorney Mueller asked for public comment regarding this Zoning Ordinance Amendment.
There were no comments. Attorney Mueller closed the Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m.

Mr. Poston said this S-1 is strictly for down below, because it boarders M-1 and M-2 zoning
districts.

Attorney Mueller stated that there are restrictions in the Ordinance.

Mr. Dizard moved to approve Ordinance No. 2009 - Zoning Amendment to provide that a
“school bus depot” shall be an available use in the S-1, M-1 and M-2 zoning districts, defining
the term “school bus depot” and establishing certain other requirements pertaining to such
uses. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Ch. Heasley advised that the minutes of the last Regular Meeting are not yet complete.

Remarks from Visitors:

Dawn Schusler, 4 Old North Church Street, Natrona Heights, presented pictures showing tractor
trailors that are parking along the other side of the road.

Ch. Heasley said that we’ll give the pictures to the Chief and he’ll take a look at the situation.



Keith Frank, from the Teamsters Local Union 249 spoke regarding the Harrison Township Police
Pension. | sent a letter to yourself and the rest of the Commissioners, I'm not sure if you've
received it yet, but | would like to see if there’s a response from the Board.

Mr. Poston said we have a year and a half on the contract, so we’re not going to talk about it.

Mr. Frank asked if that was a decision of the entire Board?

Mr. Poston said I'm the Police Commissioner, and that’s the decision. We have a contract, how
can we break the contract?

Mr. Frank said just to clarify, I'm not asking to break the contract.

Mr. Poston said you’re asking to change it. That’s your answer. We're not changing it.

Mr. Dizard said | didn’t get a copy of the letter, Robin texted me a copy. | haven’t had an
opportunity to engage with my colleagues. |think there needs to be some financial evaluation
done.

Mr. Poston said Chuck, enough...we’re not breaking the contract.

Mr. Dizard said I'm saying, on the face of it, I'm not opposed. | didn’t even see the letter,
officially.

Mrs. Bergstrom said | was going to propose that we have a meeting to discuss it.

Ch. Heasley said we don’t need to discuss it. A contract is a contract, for another year and a
half. We don’t want to get into the habit of opening up contracts.

Mr. Dizard said it is possible, it has been done elsewhere, if we chose, to re-open something.

Mr. Frank said just so we understand, the idea behind this is the Police are putting 5% of their
own salary in, and it maintains the level of the Police Pension. If there’s extra money in there,
it should benefit the Officers.

Mr. Poston said you're asking for a change in the existing contract.
Mr. Frank said an Ordinance.

Township Manager Rich Hill said the Police Pension Plan is governed by an Ordinance. The
changes you’re asking for means we have to open up the contract. The Ordinance is the
Pension Plan, itself. In your contract is a portion for pension, and that pension is governed by
an Ordinance document. What you’re asking us to do is to open the contract. Your contract
runs through 2020. Next June, we will start negotiations. At that time, we can consider your



items. You signed an agreement for three years. You’re asking us to open up the contract. If
you understand the contract, there’s a pension portion, and the document is the Ordinance, so
that’s your pension plan, which is part of your contract. You signed off on a three year
contract, that includes that Ordinance. If you ask us to change the Ordinance, then we have to
open up the contract to change the pension portion. That's what you’re asking.

Mr. Poston said you also asked to change on the 65 year old portion. That was given by
arbitration. We're not giving that.

Mr. Hill said you agreed to that through arbitration. Everything you’re asking for is a change in
the contract. There is no extra. Tonight we’re going to pass an MMO, which is over $200,000.
Our Officers 5% contribution brings it down to about $127,000 that we’re putting into this
Plan. Without the contribution from the Officers, the Plan wouldn’t be fully funded. That’s
why we institute our right, under Act 600, that we can ask the Officers to contribute 5%. You
need the 5% to keep your Plan viable. We have two Pension Plans here, and they’re fully
funded. We need the 5% to go in to this Pension Plan. | don’t think that’s too much to ask,
because most of our taxpayers don’t have a pension plan. We need that contribution to make
that plan viable and keep it that way so that when they do retire, that money is available.

Mr. Frank said | understand, that’s why | also requested a copy of the latest actuary report.

Mr. Hill said it’s done every two years. I've been over this with you several times. The last one
that was done in January 2017. That’s what we base our MMQ’s on. The next one is as of
January 2019, which isn’t due until March, 2020.

Mr. Frank said | was under the understanding that it was done in July.

Mr. Hill said no. | went over this with you before. This is the third time we’ve talked about this.
Mr. Frank said we talked about 2017 Mr. Hill, not 2019.

Mr. Hill said we’re required every two years, by the State of Pennsylvania, under Act 600, to
have an evaluation every two years. We don’t have to have the one for 2019 until March 2020.
Once that’s done, we’ll do a re-evaluation of what those contributions have to be. Based on
the one from 2017, the actuary said that we had to have the 5% contribution.

Mr. Frank said | agree with that. We had a discussion and you said it would be done in July.

Mrs. Bergstrom asked a question about the $500 the retired police officers receive, and Mr.
Poston advised that was negotiated into the contract.

Mr. Hill said if you change the Ordinance, you're changing the contract. They’re not separate.
What he’s asking you to do is to change the Ordinance, which changes the contract, which
means you have to open up the contract. Like Mr. Poston said, the contract runs through 2020.



Mr. Frank asked, do you intend to answer in written form?

Mr. Poston said we’re not answering anything until next year, how’s that? We’re not opening
the contract, and not interested in negotiating until next year. See you then.

Mr. Frank said your answer is “no”. You’re not going to respond?
Mr. Poston said I've told you that twice.

Jim Erb, Painter Avenue, Natrona Heights, said he wanted to talk about the Honor Roll project.
The Commissioners put money aside to have the War Memorial on Springhill Road restored.
The Township is going to get the 501(C))(3) so that we can do fundraising. We’d like to do a
military tribute banner, like they have in surrounding communities. We’d like permission from
the Commissioner’s to sell the banners. We’re hoping to raise around $7,000. We’d also like
permission to solicit the businesses and individuals in the community to help offset the costs. |
met with Mr. Dizard, and he gave me information on the poles. Grey Signs handles the
payments and donations.

Mr. Hill said we can accept those donations here at the Township, and keep those donations in
a separate fund. The 501(C)(3) is only going to give the contributors the right to make a tax
deduction. With the new tax laws, most people can’t deduct those contributions. You can send
the contributions to the Township, and we’ll keep it separate. We don’t need the 501(C)(3) if
we can accept the donations here. Most people will not be able to deduct their contributions.
Start the fundraising and have them write the checks to Harrison Township. If we don’t have
the 501(C)(3), you can’t tell the people that it’s a tax deductible contribution.

Attorney Mueller advised that depending on how much the banner project is, we may have to
go out for bids. I'm not sure if we can use the particular vendor that you’ve selected. She will
need more information regarding this project.

Mr. Dizard said that when we did the Burtner House banners, all of the checks were sent to
Harrison Township. If a business were to make a large contribution, they may want to file for a
tax deduction.

Mrs. Bergstrom made a motion to approve fundraising for the military banners, contingent
upon the review by the Township Solicitor. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Mr. Erb thanked the Board of Commissioners for their support.
Mr. Rudulph said that the contractor did a really great job on the Monument. It looks like it did

originally. They were true professionals. Randy has the extra paint. We’d like to get new
sidewalks and landscaping.



Mr. Falkner said these guys were from Penn State. Bill and | were up there at 9:00 a.m.
everyday. If you have a relative on there now, go and make sure it’s spelled correctly.

Ch. Heasley said they really did a great job. We need to find a place for the original panels,
and look into a couple of parking spots.

Bill Godfrey, 20 Walnut Street, Natrona said that he is the President of Natrona Comes Together
for fifteen years now. We had a really good children’s educational summer program. Some of
the older kids did some destruction down there, and talked to them and explained how much
we've invested into them, and they’ve agreed to look out for the park instead of destroying the
park. We just applied for a grant to extend this educational program. Volunteers helped cut
weeds on Center Avenue. Someone has put down hand money on the old bank building and
would like to put a business in there.

Committee Reports:

Fire, Property and Grants: Mrs. Bergstrom read the monthly reports from Citizens Hose, Hilltop
Hose and Harrison Hills Fire Companies.  Mrs. Bergstrom advised that she has applied for a
$500,00 grant for the construction of the biking/walking corridor from Dallas Avenue to
Springhill Road.

Mrs. Bergstrom said | have a request from Bob Betts Jr. for us to put a street light down in
Karns, near his mother’s. There’s been some robberies. Should | submit that request to Mike
Klein? | went down and looked at it. There’s a pole, but no light. 1t’s dark down there. Mr. Hill
said to email the information to him.

Finance: Mr. Dizard advised the paid bills to be ratified for August, 2019 are in the amount of
$99,133.62. The bills payable for September, 2019 are in the amount of $61,611.82, and
moved to approve the paid bills to be ratified and the bills payable. Seconded by Mr. Poston.
Motion carried.

Zoning and Ordinance: Mr. Lilly read the monthly report submitted by the Zoning/Ordinance
Officer.

Public Safety: Mr. Poston read the police report for the month of August, 2019.
Public Works: Ch. Heasley read the Public Works Report for August, 2019.

Engineer’s Report: Raymond Antonelli, Jr. read the Engineer’s report for August 2019.

Mr. Antonelli advised that the 2019 Bituminous Fiber Reinforced Seal Coating Project is
complete, and recommends full payment to Russell Standard Corp., in amount of $54,142.24.
Mr. Dizard made a motion to pay Russell Standard Corp., in amount of $54,142.24. Seconded
by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion carried. Mr. Lilly opposed.



Mr. Antonelli spoke regarding the bid results and recommendations for award of contract for
CDBG Year 2019 ADA Handicap Sidewalk Ramps. See our letter sent to Township Manager on
September 20, 2019, recommending awarding the contract to Santamaria Landscape & Cement
Contractors. They were the second lowest bidder on this project. In our opinion, the low
bidder in this case, Ron Gillette, Inc., who recently completed two ADA ramp projects in
Natrona, be deemed, not a responsible bidder, given all of the problems associated with that
work.

Mr. Dizard made a motion to declare the low bidder Ron Gillette, Inc., as a non-responsible
bidder based on the recommendation of the Township Engineer, and to award the Base Bid
Contract to Santamaria Landscape & Cement Contractors, Inc., as the lowest responsible
bidder. Seconded by Mr. Poston. Motion carried. Mrs. Bergstrom abstained from voting.

Mr. Antonelli advised that he recommends the release of the financial performance bond to #1
Cochran Ford Dealership. He has inspected the site and found it to be satisfactorily complete.
Mr. Dizard made a motion to release the performance bond to #1 Cochran Ford Dealership in
amount of $183,767.00, as recommended by the Township Engineer. Seconded by Mr. Lilly.
Motion carried. '

Mrs. Bergstrom made a motion to authorize the Township to advertise for demolition of 1525
Union Avenue and 2602 Monroe Street properties. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried.

Attorney Mueller stated that one more letter will need to go out to the homeowners prior to
demolition.

Resolution No. 1840 — Increasing the term of existence of the Upper Allegheny Joint Sanitary
Authority for fifty years, from date of approval. Mr. Poston moved to adopt Resolution No.
1840. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1841 — Authorizing and directing the distribution of $49,092.33 in State Aid to
the three Fire Relief Associations. Mrs. Bergstrom moved to adopt Resolution No. 1841.
Seconded by Mr. Poston. Motion.carried.

Resolution No. 1842 — Authorizing and directing distribution of State Aid to the Police Pension
Plan and the Non-Uniformed Pension Plan for the year 2019. Mr. Poston moved to adopt
Resolution No. 1842. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1843 — Authorizing the condemnation, through the use of eminent domain, for
acquisition of certain property known as 82 Chestnut Street, Harrison Township, to relocate
sanitary sewer laterals. Mr. Dizard moved to adopt Resolution No. 1843. Seconded by Mr.
Poston. Motion carried.

Announce the 2020 Police Pension Plan MMO and the 2020 Non-Uniformed Pension Plan
MMO. Mr. Hill advised that this is the obligation for the year 2020, that we need to budget for



those Plans. The Police Pension Plan will require a Township contribution in the amount of
$127,607, and the Non-Uniformed Pension Plan is $25,934.

Authorize 3™ Quarter Allocations of $1,750 to the three Volunteer Fire Departments. Mrs.
Bergstrom moved to approve. Seconded by Mr. Poston. Motion carried.

Authorize to advertise to hire a part-time Ordinance Enforcement Officer. Mr. Poston moved to
approve. Seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom. Motion carried.

Mr. Hill noted that this is not to increase hours, just replace hours.

Announcement made that Harrison Township Trick or Treat Night will be October 31, 2019
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Mr. Dizard announced that the Christmas Festival will be held on December 7, 2019, rain or
shine.

Mr. Erb asked about the vendor that did work down in Natrona. Has there been any mention
that he does more work than that, like demolition work? Any word put out to him to fix it?
Was he asked to fix it multiple times?

Mr. Antonelli advised that it wasn’t demolition work. Yes, he was. It got to be a contractual
issue, that consumed a lot of my time, way more than necessary. It got to the point that he
wouldn’t even return my calls.

Mr. Dizard said there is some property in Natrona. Somebody down there has expressed
interest to pursue a Sheriff Sale, that’s not on our dime at all. No Township costs. It would go
through Keystone Collects. We need a motion. Mr. Dizard made a motion that Harrison
Township Board of Commissioners approve Keystone Collects pursuit of privately initiated
Sheriff sale for 65, 67 and 71 River Avenue. Seconded by Mr. Lilly. Motion carried.

Mr. Poston moved to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Dizard. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at
8:10 p.m.
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