
Regular Meeting 
September 28, 2015 
 
 
 Commissioner William Heasley called the Meeting to order at  
7:30 P.M. 
 The pledge of Allegiance was repeated. 
 Roll Call – Mr. Lilly, Mr. Heasley and Mrs. Bergstrom responded to 
roll call.  Solicitor Charles Means and Engineer Raymond Antonelli were 
present. 
 Chairman Heasley said we will dispense with the reading of the 
minutes. 
 Remarks from Visitors: 
 
 Patty Babinsack of Natrona asked if the public works can put up 
their Christmas lights before the tree lighting party on December 5th.  
Mr. Heasley said he will talk with Randy about it. 
 Patty Walters of North Canal Street said they had a very successful 
Fun and Freedom program last week with volunteers doing maintenance 
for people, including cutting down weeds and they will return to do 
more work along River Avenue. 
 Robert Kennihan, Old Freeport Road, said he was here to ask about 
the Progress on the Gillette hearing. 
 Mr. Lilly said he is continuing to clean up and has 60 days to do so 
per Magistrate Bengel. 
 Carmella Messmer, Painter Avenue, asked what the Township is 
going to do about the bird situation next to her.  She said the birds are 
gone now and there is no more bird dirt, but they will return in the 
spring.  Ms. Messmer said she cannot live through that again when 84 
pairs of birds and their babies come back and she will have to move. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom said the houses were lowered down. 
 The gentleman with Ms. Messmer said the guy with the bird houses 
cleans his property every day but no one cleans up all the crap on their 
property. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom said she knew Mr. Poston was looking into this and 
would have him get back to her. 
 Ms. Messmer said she needs a reply because she has to decide 
what to do. 



 Eileen Gallagher, Sylvan Avenue, said she spoke with Mr. Means 
regarding the Higgins property.  
 Attorney Charles Means said the property was sold to a company 
from California last October at Sheriff Sale.  He said Premier Homes has 
not recorded the deed in their name but we have the proof that it was 
sold to them. 
 Mr. Means said at the Magistrate hearing, she could not rule on the 
property maintenance charges because the property is still listed in the 
name of Patty Higgins.  He said he will provide the documentation to the 
ordinance officer and he can re-file the charges because the owner has 
not complied.  He said the owner was notified to repair or remove the 
structure and the time passed with no reply or appeal from the owner.  
He said the Township could go forth with demolition. 
 Mr. Means said the Township would not have the funds in this 
year’s budget to do so because last October we knew it was sold, and 
they would have to consider it for budgeting or ap plying for funds 
through the CD program.  He said there cannot be immediate action. 
 Mr. Means said he knows there are many other properties ahead of 
this one that have been approved for demolition but the funding of the 
costs is the problem. 
 He added that in 2013 the Township passed an ordinance that 
properties with orders against them could not be sold without those 
being corrected or there being an affidavit from the new owner that they 
would comply.  These owners will be notified of that ordinance and if 
they try to sell it we can cite them. 
 Mrs. Gallagher said these people are thumbing their noses at the 
Township just like Higgins did for 10 years.  She said this house needs 
exorcised.  There are too many loopholes for them to get out of doing 
what they are ordered to do. 
 She said they are getting away with it again.  People are going in 
and out of the property, it is not locked, and these are prospective 
buyers. 
 Mr. Means said if it is not sold yet the owners can still comply. 
 Mrs. Gallagher asked if that can be enforced? 
 Mr. Means said that the Township cannot just go out and get 
people and put them in jail.  He said if there is another hearing 
scheduled addressed to the proper owners you can appear and present 
facts.  We just can’t drag someone into our cars and take them to jail 
because the ordinance says jail time is possible. 



 Steve Jones, Glenn Street, said he reviewed the ordinances also 
and it says they can be put in jail.  He asked why isn’t that done? 
 Mr. Means stated again that the court of the magistrate rules on the 
facts of the case, not the Township. 
 Chairman Heasley said just like the Magistrate gave Gillette 60 
more days to comply with our ordinances at the hearing. 
 Mr. Means said the ordinance officer files the citation and the 
Magistrate rules. 
 Mrs. Gallagher said why can’t they get a warrant for the arrest of 
the owner?   
 Mr. Means said the Magistrate could not prosecute this case 
because the property was still in the name of Ms. Higgins and she is 
deceased and does not own the property.  He said they will re-file the 
charges and can do so every day the violations continue. 
 Mr. Lilly said he went through Natrona with Norbert and this kind 
of problem keeps continuing and it is not just in Natrona, it is all over the 
Township. 
 Mrs. Gallagher said something is missing here if we have such 
disarray. 
 Mr. Lilly said he wants more money for demolition and less for 
paving so we can clean this all up. 
 Chairman Heasley said that will take a lot of money.  He said 
paving helps what, 50 or 60 people on a street and tearing down a house 
helps one, the person next to it.  He said we end up with empty lots then 
that we have to take care of. 
 Mr. Lilly said we spent $450,000 for paving streets that didn’t need 
paved. 
 Mrs. Gallagher said in ten years nothing has changed.  Mr. Lilly 
said the Township has wasted more money on legal fees than we could 
have torn the house down.   
 Mrs. Gallagher said can the neighbors go to the Magistrate 
hearing?  Mr.  Lilly said he would have Joe tell her when it is scheduled. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom said there is something wrong with the process.  
Can we meet with the Magistrate to discuss this? 
 Mr. Lily said she rules on what she has before her.  She can fine 
people.  Mrs. Bergstrom said they still have to do something.   
 Mr. Antonelli noted that the funding for demolition has been 
severely cut for the coming years to meet the Federal guideline.  He 



said that HUD found the County is not fulfilling their goals of benefitting 
low and moderate income people. 
 Mary Jane Zdila, Linden street, thanked the Township for paving 
Linden Street.  She said though that now there is flooding when it rains 
hard.  It goes onto South Alley where there used to be a drain cut into 
the curbing but now it floods the sidewalks. 
 Chairman Heasley said he will discuss this with Randy Martinka. 
 Bill Godfrey, Walnut Street, from, Natrona Comes Together said he 
had an idea that may help Natrona.  He asked if NCT can provide 
information to the zoning and ordinance officers about problems 
through volunteers, and to the Police about drugs, etc? 
 He suggested having a street captain to gather the information for 
things like people moving in without inspections.  Can we present a list 
to the ordinance officer? 
 Chairman Heasley said that is a great idea to report things they see 
to Joe but he cautioned Bill not to have them confront the people in any 
case.  He said that anyone can give the Township information at any time 
like a crime watch program. 
 The gentleman with Ms. Messmer said he owns property in 
Imperial and they do not let you move in without an inspection.  
Chairman Heasley said we have had that for years. 
 Mr. Godfrey asked if there is a fine if they move someone in 
without an inspection?  Mr. Lilly said they cited all the time. 
  
Committee Reports: 
 
 In Mr. Mitchell’s absence, Chairman Heasley read the monthly fire 
and rescue report from Citizens Hose Co. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom, reporting for Finance, read the list of Paid Bills to 
be Ratified.  She said we do not have any paving bills yet.  Chairman 
Heasley said they still have to seal all the streets. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom moved to approve the Paid Bills to be Ratified ion 
the amount of $111,311.09.  Seconded by Mr. Lilly and carried. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom said the September Bills Payable total $35,925.50 
including normal materials for operation of the Township and moved to 
approve them.  Motion seconded by Mr. Lilly and carried. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom said the bills from the Bond Account total 
$13,267.11 and moved to approve same.  Mr. Lilly seconded the motion.  
Motion carried. 



 In Mr. Poston’s absence, Chairman Heasley read the September 
Police Report as follows: 
 
 298  Accounted Phone Calls 
 472  Reported Support and Service Calls 
  17  Traffic Accidents 
   4  Prisoners detained 
   8  Juvenile Arrests 
  90  Traffic Citations 
  23  Non-Traffic Citations 
    4  Ordinance Citations 
   63  Parking Tickets 
    8  Misdemeanor/Felony Arrest Warrants 
 
 Fines collected from Allegheny County Court  795.12 
 Fines collected from Magistrate’s Office         4,747.06 
 Fines for Parking Tickets      510.00 
 Copies of Police Reports      135.00 
 
    Total Receipts   $      6,187.18 
 
 Disbursements to Police for District Court    382.84 
 Chairman Heasley also read the list of all activities and how many 
were cleared during the month. 
 Chairman Heasley, Public Works, advised that the Township put in 
an asphalt curb on Burtner Road to help stop the water from flooding 
onto Neely and Caroline Streets.  He said that is a State road but of 
course, PennDOT won’t do it. 
 Chairman Heasley listed working on or replacing numerous catch 
basins, paving of 18 streets and alleys, and replacing concrete at a storm 
sewer problem for the month. 
 Mr. Lilly, Zoning and Ordinance, said there were 14 inspections for 
a total of $700.  He said permit costs were $43,400 bringing in $1,788.  
He said there were 233 calls to the office, 20 complaints with three still 
pending, mostly weeds and inspections. 
 Mr. Lilly said if anyone sees someone moving in to call him or the 
Township so we can see if it has been inspected.  He said they have to 
pay $50 for each one and we inspect the high rise and Sheldon Park. 



 Ms. Messmer said why don’t they do it in Tarentum and 
Brackenridge at the high-rises? 
 She was advised that would be the responsibility of each borough. 
 Chairman Heasley read Ordinance No. 1980 – Accepting the Deed 
of Dedication for Allegheny Drive, Chinkapin Drive and Cherry Bark 
Drive and the appurtenant storms Sewers from Maronda Homes.  
 Mr. Lilly moved to enact Ordinance No. 1980.  Motion seconded by 
Mrs. Bergstrom and carried. 
 Chairman Heasley said the next item is Resolution No. 1693 – 
Authorizing the distribution of the 2015 State Aid for pension plans.  He 
advised that would be $8,663 for the on-Uniformed Plan and $144,249.55 
for the Police Pension Plan. 
 Mr. Lilly so moved.  Mrs. Bergstrom seconded the motion, motion 
carried. 
 Chairman Heasley said we have an additional Resolution, No. 1694, 
because the funds came in today for the Fire Relief Association grants for 
the year.  That amount is $18,171.73 to two companies and $18,171.72 to 
the other for a complete distribution of funds. 
 Mr. Lilly moved to adopt this Resolution.  Motion seconded by Mrs. 
Bergstrom and carried. 
 Chairman Heasley said the next item is to announce the 2016 MMO 
or budget figure for the Non Uniformed Pension Plan at $18,357. 
 Chairman Heasley said the next item is the MMO for the Police 
Pension Plan at a total of $272,483. 
 Chairman Heasley advised that for 2016 Municipal Benefit Services 
is offering both Highmark and UPMC insurance to our employees. With 
no change in the rate for the third year, and at the same level of benefit 
under either plan. 
 Mr. Lily said we should offer the choice of either one to the 
employees, and so moved.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Bergstrom.  
Motion carried. 
 Chairman Heasley announced the Halloween Parade at the Heights 
Plaza on October 29, 2015 at 6 P.M. 
 Chairman Heasley recognized Mr. Dizard and Mr. Cajka for their 
efforts on getting an application in for the Tree Vitalize project.    He 
said this would be in the island near the donut shop. 
 A person in the audience asked about action on a request for a side 
yard property on Melrose Avenue. 



 Secretary advised that was taken care of at our Meeting Thursday 
and is already sent in to Allegheny County. 
 Mr. Antonelli said to be sure to get the new streets in the Maronda 
Plan added to the Township’s Liquid Fuels list. 
 Mrs. Bergstrom moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Mr. Lilly 
and carried. 
 Meeting adjourned at 8:17 P.M. 
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