December 18, 2023
Regular Meeting
Harrison Township Board of Commissioners

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
6:00 P.M. by Chairman Meanor. Roll call indicated the following present: Commissioner Gary

Meanor, Commissioner Charles Dizard, Commissioner Eric Bengel, Commissioner James Erb,
Commissioner Jamie Nee, Solicitor Emily Mueller, and Manager Amy Rockwell.

Public Comment

None

New Business

1.

Commissioner Meanor announced that Executive Sessions were held on December 12,
2023 from 6:30pm-7:40pm to discuss personnel and on December 13, 2023 from
6:00pm-7:00pm to discuss potential litigation.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to approve the
bills payable for November for $353,927.07 as per the submitted warrant list. All in favor
motion carried.

Motion by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Bengel to approve the
minutes from the Budget Meeting held on November 14, 2023, the Agenda Meeting held
on November 21, 2023, and the Commissioners Meeting held on November 27, 2023.
All in favor, motion carried.

Motion by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Erb to adopt Ordinance
2017 Appropriating Specific Sums Estimated to be Required for the Specific Purposes of
the Municipal Government during Fiscal Year 2024.Commissioner Bengel commented
that since the office is fully staffed, he expects the staff to find additional revenue.
Commissioner Meanor thanked Township Manager Rockwell for her hard work and for
recognizing the need for additional staff and commented that he is looking forward to the
positive influence of a professional staff. Commissioner Erb thanked Township Manager
Rockwell and he also commented that the office staff is working hard. All in favor, motion
carried.

Motion by Commissioner Meanor, seconded by Commissioner Bengel to adopt
Resolution No. 1957 Establishing a Fee Schedule for 2024. All in favor, motion carried.

Motion by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Bengel to adopt
Resolution No. 1958 Establishing Real Estate Milage for 2024. All in favor, motion
carried.
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7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

1

Motion by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Erb to adopt Resolution No.
1959 Appointing Maher Duessel as the Township Auditor for 2023. All in favor, motion
carried.

Motion by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to adopt Ordinance
No. 2018 Amending Chapter 18 of the Township Code of Ordinances to replace the EPA
Mandate Sewer Usage Fee with a Sewer Rental Charge for the cost of operation,
maintenance, repair, replacement, reconstruction, and related sewer work, such fee to
be based on usage and setting penalties for violation. All in favor, motion carries.

Motion by Commissioner Erb, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to adopt Resolution
No. 1960 Establishing Procedures for Sewer Rental Charge Billing and Collection. All in
favor, motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to ratify the
Volunteer Firefighter Tax Credit applications. Commissioner Erb abstained; All in favor,
motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to approve
the meeting dates for 2024 including the Reorganization Meeting. All in favor, motion
carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Erb to effectuate the
budgetary transfers for 2023. All in favor, motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Erb, seconded by Commissioner Nee to adopt
Resolution No. 1961 Setting Forth Salaries and Wages for Various Staff Positions.
Commissioner Bengel abstained. All in favor, motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to appoint
Gretchen Moore of Strassburger McKenna Gutnick & Gefsky law firm as the UCC
Hearing Officer. All in favor, motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to appoint
Vincent Geramita and Joe Weltner to the Recreation Board each for a five (5) year term
that commences January 2, 2024 and expires the first Monday in January 2029. All in
favor, motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Erb to appoint
Patricia Babinsack, Robert Betts, Thomas Cajka, Chuck Dizard, Stephen Jones, Joseph
Kostka, and Anthony Resnick to the Tree Committee each for a two (2) year term that
commences January 2, 2024 and expires on the first Monday in January 2026. All in
favor, motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Bengel to appoint
George Conroy to the Vacancy Board for a one (1) year term which commences January
2, 2024 and expires the first Monday in January 2025. All in favor, motion carried.
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18.

19.

20.

2.

Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Commissioner Erb to appoint
Chuck Sadowski to the Planning Commission for a four (4) year term commencing
January 2, 2024 and expiring the first Monday in January 2028.

Motion made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to appoint
Robin Bergstrom to the Planning Commission for a four (4) year term commencing
January 2, 2024 and expiring the first Monday in January 2028.

Vote taken on the first motion with three (3) in favor and two (2) against motion carried.
Vote taken on the second motion with two (2) in favor and three (3) against. Motion
denied.

Motion made by Commissioner Meanor, seconded by Commissioner Bengel to appoint
George Conroy to the Harrison Township Water Authority for a five (5) year term that
commences January 2, 2024 and expires the first Monday in January 2029. All in favor,
motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Commissioner Erb to appoint John
Kesicki to the Upper Allegheny Joint Sewage Authority for a five (5) year term
commencing January 2, 2024 and expires the first Monday in January 2029.

Motion made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Meanor to appoint
Chuck Dizard to the Upper Allegheny Joint Sewage Authority for a five (5) year term
commencing January 2, 2024 and expires the first Monday in January 2029.

Chuck Dizard abstained. Vote taken on the first motion with two (2) in favor and two (2)
opposed; motion does not carry.

Vote taken on the second motion with two (2) in favor and two (2) against, motion does
not carry.

Solicitor Mueller advised that per the Municipalities Act the board member whose
position is expiring will continue to serve until a majority vote of the Board of
Commissioners approves someone to complete that five-year term.

Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Commissioner Erb to appoint
Michael Klein to the Civil Service Commission for a six (6) year term commencing
January 2, 2024 and expiring the first Monday in January 2030. Commissioner Bengel
commented, Mike pretty much wrote the rules of the Civil Service Commission and
should be appointed.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to appoint
Anthony Resnick to the Civil Service Commission for a six (6) year term commencing
January 2, 2024, and expiring the first Monday in January 2030.

Vote taken on the first motion is two (2) in favor and three (3) against; motion does not
carry.

Vote taken on the second motion is three (3) in favor and two (2) against, motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

None.
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PUBLIC COMMENT.

Tom Leyland of 94 Garfield Street praised Commissioner Nee for the beautifully decorated tree
in the park.

With no further business, a motion was made by Commissioner Bengel seconded by
Commissioner Nee to adjourn the meeting at 6:25 p.m.

ATTEST TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON
Amy Rotkwell GaryVMean(fr, Chairman

Township Manager/Secretary Board of Commissioners



