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- February 20, 2024

Agenda Meeting
Harrison Township Board of Commissioners

Chairman Gary Meanor called the Agenda Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of
Commissioners to order at 6:00 P.M. Roll call indicated the following present: Commissioner
Gary Meanor, Commissioner Charles Dizard, Commissioner Eric Bengel, Commissioner James
Erb, Solicitor Mueller, and Manager Amy Rockwell. Commissioner Nee was absent.

Public Comment — Agenda Items
None.

New Business

1. Discussed Contractor’s Partial Pay Application #4 Little Bull Creek SS Update
$89,869.35. Manager Rockwell advised that there would be a meeting with the
contractor and Engineer on the 215! to discuss substantial completion, and this Partial
Pay Application will be voted on at the Board meeting on the 26,

Old Business

1. Discussed 2024 Paving Bids had been advertised and would be opened on Thursday
February 23". Commissioner Erb questioned if Randolph Drive was on the list; that he
wasn't fully aware of the road condition but knew it had been on the list for a while.

Manager Rockwell commented that it was not on the list the Commissioners approved E
for 2023 paving. :

2. Discussed Comcast Franchise Fee that will be included in the Cable Franchise
Agreement negotiations. The Franchise Fee is only included in the cable portion of the
billing not the internet charges and increasing the percentage from 3% - 5% would be
additional revenue for the ten (10) years of the contract. Commissioner Dizard asked if
Comcast would agree with the higher rate for the contract and if the rates for Tarentum
and Brackenridge are the same.

3. Discussed Zoning amendment(s). Commissioner Bengel was specifically interested in
the status of the Airbnb amendment. Commissioner Dizard asked Solicitor Mueller to
summarize the options. Solicitor Mueller suggested two (2) options. One is a Zoning
Ordinance that specifies where short-term rental is permitted and whether or not it is
permitted by right, special exception or conditional use. The Township would specify
conditions that must be met for approval. The second option is a “police powers”
ordinance which could include items such as inspections, frequency of inspections and
licensing. She has seen in other municipalities that residents are most concerned about
parking and noise as they relate to the location. She recommends that there should be
a Zoning Ordinance Commissioner Dizard asked what choice does Harrison Township
really have since it is primarily R1 with residential housing? Solicitor Mueller responded
that the Planning Commission will look at permitted/allowed uses in all zoning areas and
try to find one where short-term rentals would best fit where similar uses may already
exist. Additionally the Township could require specific criteria that must be met to help
alleviate resident’s concerns Additionally it is possible to limit the number of people in
the short-term rental or that they must all be in the same family to help reduce rentals for
“parties,” or there can be a limit to the number of times a residence can be rented during
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a year or that the property owner must reside at the residence a minimum number of
months during the year. Solicitor Mueller advised the Board to be very thoughtful
because there are so many “wrinkles” in short term rentals and that once permitted
people are “grandfathered” so adding restrictions later will have no effect on those
already in existence. The information provided by her office contained two different
Ordinances in two differing communities. Commissioner Dizard commented that
perhaps the Township could do both ordinances to which Solicitor Mueller commented
that the two ordinances would work together. Commissioner Bengel asked what the
process would be. Solicitor Mueller said that the Board could work with her firm to
create a draft zoning ordinance so that the board could discuss it and then present it to
the Planning Commission. Commissioner Bengel asked if it always needs approved by
the Zoning Hearing Board. Solicitor Mueller explained after the Board and Planning
Commission review the draft that it goes to the county for review, then back to the Board
for public hearing(s) and finally the Board can vote on the ordinance. Commissioner
Bengel asked what the fastest method is to accomplish this process. Solicitor Mueller
advised that it depend upon the level of control the Board wants to have over short-term
rentals and cautions that the process is not necessarily “fast.” Commissioner Bengel
commented that he would like the Solicitor to prepare a draft and then let the Planning
Commission pick it apart. Solicitor Mueller questioned if the Board wanted to see in a
draft — what areas in the township, special exceptions, conditional use. Commissioner
Bengel asked what draft the public will get to see. Solicitor Mueller said that a draft
would be given to the Board to discuss as an Agenda Meeting or a Regular Meeting.
Once the Board is good with it, it goes to the Planning Commission for review and
discussion. Both times allow the public to view the document. Commissioner Bengel
commented that they already have a draft. Solicitor Mueller responded that they had
examples from other communities but not something that addresses the Township’s
needs. Manager Rockwell commented that the ordinance should not tie the hands of
zoning enforcement or the police. Solicitor Mueller stated that it sounded as if she was
being asked to work on the drafts for the Board to review.

Discussed that four applications for the Zoning Hearing Board Appointments have been
received.

Discussed the UCC Hearing on the Radion property and if there had been any updates.
Solicitor Mueller stated that no appeal has been filed yet, but there was still time for the
property owner to file one. Solicitor Mueller also recommended that the Board authorize
her firm to send a Final Notice Letter to the property owner once the appeal period has
ended. The letter would state that the decision is now final, that the township is soliciting
bids for demolition and that this is the last chance for the property owner to remove
items from the structure. Commissioner Dizard asked if the owner would have any
additional options that could stop the process. Solicitor Mueller said that he could file a
“late appeal” or k the court to issue an emergency injunction. Commissioner Bengel
stated that we'd be doing him a favor (to demolish the house). Solicitor Mueller
commented that the owner probably does not see it that way. Commissioner Bengel
asks if sending the letter was the opinion of the Board.

Action ltems

None.
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Public Comment — Non-Agenda ltems

Bill Godfrey, 20 Walnut Street, gave the Natrona Report that included the following: Natrona
Comes Together has made application for a History Grant through the state; had been meeting
with the AK Museum to create a history show about Natrona; a grant application for $20,000
has been made for the children’s summer recreation program with PNC; application has been
made for an $8,000 grant from the Grabel Foundation for the summer recreation program:;
seeking to make the Community Garden tax exempt; the annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on
March 23 11am-1pm; many summer programs are booked; Earth Day planning has begun.

Connor Hager, 401 Altermoor Drive, had questions about animal husbandry and requested
permission to have egg laying chickens at his house. C-1 zoning areas are the only ones that
permit agriculture. His property is over an acre in size but not zoned C-1. He is trying.to avoid
the increasing egg prices and wants to teach his five children responsibility. The application fee
for the Zoning Hearing Board is a nonrefundable $400 and would turn what he is trying to
accomplish upside down. Manager Rockwell said that this man is not the first to ask about
chickens. Commissioner Meanor commented that since Connor is trying to “do the right thing”
by coming to the Board that he deserves the Board looking into it and that the Board will get
back to him on this issue. ;

Tom Leyland, 94 Garfield Street, commented that if the gentlieman (Mr. Hager) has more than
an acre of land that he should be permitted.

Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Commissioner Bengel; seconded by
Commissioner Dizard to adjourn the meeting at 7:04 pm.
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