April 22, 2024
Regular Meeting
Harrison Township Board of Commissioners

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order
with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 P.M. by Chairman Meanor. Roll call indicated the following
present. Commissioner Gary Meanor, Commissioner Jamie Nee, Commissioner Charles
Dizard, Commissioner Eric Bengel, Commissioner James Erb, Solicitor Emily Mueller, and
Manager Amy Rockwell.

Public Comment

Michael Klein commented on agenda item 5. G. Motion to appoint to a five-year term on
the Upper Allegheny Joint Sewage Authority. He asked if the other candidates were that
unworthy that the Board believed a sitting Board Member was the only option for the position
and that even if it isn’'t against the law it is against the “spirit of the law” for the Commissioner to
serve on that Board. It is a “conflict of morality” if they vote at all on that motion and he cites
case law to support his opinion.

Mr . Klein offered a second comment regarding agenda item 5. K. Discuss Alternates on
Planning Commission and Zoning Hearing Board and that Commissioner Dizard designed this
farce. He is aware of the history of these positions and claims that Mr. Dizard crafted the farce.
So that whoever is the Alternate is automatically appointed as the next person on the Board. It
is “superfluous” with no legitimate need forit. They know when their meetings are and whether
or not they have a majority. Anyone can engage at a meeting so you do not need all this.

Solicitor Mueller provided clarification. Commissioner Nee questioned how Mr. Klein became
aware of the qualification to vote. Mr. Klein responded that it was at the last meeting. Solicitor
Mueller commented that it was a vote against someone not a vote for himself noting that the
seat is still vacant. And that until the seat is filled the current member still fills the seat. The case
cited is familiar to Solicitor Mueller and she believes it is from the early 2000s and she has
actually circulated something with the Board about when you are talking about the de minimis
exceptions of the statute when dealing with monetary amounts. The $50 monthly stipend has
been determined by the Ethics Commission to be de minimis or insignificant. Mr. Klein stated
that the point he was making is not in regard to whether you are paid or not, but it’s people in
political power using their authority to appoint themselves when you have wiling applicants from
the public. Solicitor Mueller commented that she understands that he has a personal view and
he is welcome to have his own opinion.

Solicitor Mueller commented that she also wanted to let the Board know the Board that the
Municipal Planning Code provides permission to create the Planning Commission and the
Zoning Hearing Board and it furthermore gives permission to have alternate members. She is
also solicitor for Planning Commissions and Zoning Hearing Board, and specifically Zoning
Hearing Boards have timelines to meet to hold hearings and if you cannot get a majority to meet
then the Alternates help meet the timing requirements. So there are situations where having a
designated Alternate is necessary. Manager Rockwell stated that she has seen meetings
where Alternates were utilized to have a quorum.
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Chairman Meanor commented that he has not seen an occasion where an Alternate “gets right
In.” and Manager Rockwell stated that everyone has had to apply. Mr. Klein asked if it is a
lifetime appointment to which Manager Rockwell commented no and that it is on the agenda
and we will get there. Mr. Klein asked what is the term? Manager Rockwell commented that
the Board would discuss that when they were at that part of the Agenda.

Correspondence
None

Departmental Reports
Reports were provided to Commissioners from the following departments: Engineer, Police,
Zoning/Code Enforcement, Public Works, and Administration.

New Business

1. Chairman Meanor was pleased to welcome Aiden McGrath of the 15t Ward, who is in
attendance as he is working on his Scout Merit Badge for Citizenship in the Community.

2. Motion by Commissioner Erb, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to approve the bills
payable for March 2024 in the amount of $338,815.32 as per the submitted warrant list. All
in favor, motion carried.

3. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Bengel to approve the
minutes from the Agenda Meeting held on March 19, 2024, and the Commissioners Meeting
held on March 25, 2024. Commissioner Bengel questioned the minutes as written that his
belief is that the UAJSA vote for Mr. Kesicki should be a 2 in favor 1 against not 2 in favor, 2
against tie vote since Mr. Dizard’s vote should not count. Solicitor Mueller again advised
that Commissioner Dizard’s vote was permitted especially a vote that was not in regard to
himself. All in favor, motion carried.

4. Motion made by Commissioner Erb, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to adopt Resolution
No. 1967, establishing a Handicapped Parking space at 1208 8" Avenue. All in favor;
motion carried.

5. Motion made by Commissioner Meanor, seconded by Commissioner Nee to execute Option
Year 2 with Cargill, Inc. to extend the contract from July 1, 2024 to June 20, 2025, setting
the price at $88.60 per ton. All in favor; motion carried.

6. Motion made by Commissioner Erb, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to appoint Max
Junker as Hearing Officer for the Board of Commissioners at a rate of $215 per hour. All in
favor, motion carried.

7. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to approve the
Memorandum of Understanding with Friends of the Riverfront for implementation of the
Riverfront Project. All in favor, motion carried.
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8.

10.

11.

Motion made by Commissioner Erb, seconded by Commissioner Bengel to appoint Mr.
Anuzik to a five-year term to the Upper Allegheny Joint Sewer Authority Board ending
January 2028. Before making the second, the following discussion ensued: Commissioner
Bengel commented that other solicitors agreed with him that the vote last month for Mr.
Kesicki should have been approved with a 2-1 vote and understands that Township’s
Solicitor disagrees with that. He questioned what could be done to find an “official” action.
Solicitor Mueller stated that she was appointed to represent the Township. Commissioner
Bengel then questioned if the Ethics Commission was involved and if their ruling was in
opposition to who was seated if the Board should wait for a decision. Solicitor Mueller stated
that there was currently nothing pending at the Ethics Commission and that Commissioner
Bengel could take action with the Ethics Commission at his own expense. Commissioner
Bengel stated that he would like to wait for a vote. Township Manager Rockwell stated that
a motion was already on the table. Chairman Meanor stated that he received letters of
support for Mr. Dizard from the Chairman of the UAJSA Board and from the Manager of
UAJSA, and that in his opinion there is not a need for change, especially with the support of
that Board behind Mr. Dizard. Commissioner Bengel then stated that, in his opinion, seating
a Township Board member on other Boards is wrong even if it is not illegal. Furthermore,
community members who are willing to serve are being deprived of the opportunity.
Commissioner Dizard read a letter that he sent to the UAJSA stating effective immediately
that he no longer wants to receive the $50 monthly stipend for the UAJSA Board position.
He furthermore stated that he would be making a $150 donation to a local non-profit
organization. Tally vote Commissioner Erb — yes, Commissioner Bengel — yes,
Commissioner Meanor — nay, Commissioner Nee — nay, Commissioner Dizard — nay, 2-3
vote; vote does not carry.

Commissioner Bengel objected to Commissioner Dizard’s vote.

Motion made by Commissioner Nee; seconded by Commissioner Meanor to appoint Mr.
Dizard to a five-year term to the Upper Allegheny Joint Sewer Authority Board ending
January 2028. Tally vote: Commissioner Nee — yes, Commissioner Meanor — yes,
Commissioner Dizard - yes, Commissioner Erb — nay, Commissioner Bengel — nay.3-2 vote;
motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard; seconded by Commissioner Bengel to submit the
zoning amendments for short-term rentals and chickens to Allegheny County Planning for
review. All in favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard; seconded by Commissioner Bengel to award the
Harbison Street Reconstruction Project to A. Liberoni, Inc, the apparent low bidder as
recommended by NIRA Engineering for a Base Bid of $310,406.11. All in favor; motion
carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Erb; seconded by Commissioner Bengel to approve the Add
Alternate for Randolph Drive and award the bid to A. Liberoni, Inc. the apparent low bidder
as recommended by NIRA Engineering for a bid amount of $35,058.91. All in favor; motion
carried.
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12. Township Manager Rockwell advised that the Zoning Hearing Alternate is a four-year term
and was appointed in 2023. Additionally, the Planning Commission Alternate is also a four-
year term and is due for reappointment.

Motion was made by Commissioner Dizard; seconded by Commissioner Nee to continue
with Alternates on the Planning Commission. Tally vote: Commissioner Dizard — yes,
Commissioner Nee - yes, Commissioner Meanor - yes, Commissioner Erb - nay,
Commissioner Bengel — nay; 3-2 vote; motion carried.

The Board requested Manager Rockwell to advertise the Planning Commission and UCC
Hearing Board Alternate positions on the Township’s website.

Old Business
None

Commissioner Comment

Commissioner Bengel questioned the status of the Radion demolition and when it would be
accomplished. Solicitor Mueller advised as an abundance of caution a final letter should be
sent advising the demolition date.

Commissioner Bengel additionally suggested that a public hearing be held for the owners of the
Heights Plaza to discuss the plans for the plaza and should listen to residents’ comments and
concerns. Solicitor Mueller advised that a Public Meeting would be acceptable, but a public
hearing was not; that the meeting could occur at the same time as an agenda meeting. Solicitor
Mueller also advised the Board to be mindful of the zoning of the property and mindful of their
words at a public meeting as they could be used against you in future dealings with the owner.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Bill Godfrey, Natrona Comes Together, did not receive the $26,000 grant but was awarded an
$8,000 grant for summer programs; May 4™ from 10a.m.-2p.m. at the Alle-Kiski Historical
Museum the local historical societies will come together. The event is open to the public.

Tom Leyland complained that 67 Garfield was not being taken care of after the demolition —
there is an 11ft. hole and a piece of equipment. Who is liable if someone gets hurt? He is also
concerned about the Harbison Street Project because his sister lives on that street. Is someone
going to ensure it is being done right? He liked that Commissioner Bengel suggestion for a
meeting with the Heights Plaza. He also expressed concern over the condition of 33 Wood
Street and the homes at Center and Walnut Street that are open and abandoned.

Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Commissioner Bengel seconded by
Commissioner Dizard to adjourn the meeting at 7:17p.m.



April 22, 2024
Regular Meeting
Page 5

ATTEST

(M(H( ( &Q&

Amy Roé)(welp
Township Manager/Secretary

TOWNSH/P OF HARRISON

Mg 4

v .
Gary Meanor, Chairman
Board of Commissioners



