June 24, 2024
Regular Meeting
Harrison Township Board of Commissioners

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order
with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 P.M. by Chairman Meanor. Roll call indicated the following
present: Commissioner Gary Meanor, Commissioner Jamie Nee, Commissioner Charles
Dizard, Commissioner James Erb, Commissioner Eric Bengel, Solicitor Emily Mueller, and
Manager Amy Rockwell.

Public Comment on Agenda Items

None

Agenda Discussion

1.

Chairman Meanor announced an executive session was held on May 28, 2024 to discuss
personnel.

Discussion was held regarding the Blight Removal Program 2022-BRP-035. The Allegheny
Valley North Council of Governments bid the project and NIRA Engineering reviewed the
submitted bids. The low bid for the demos of 57 Spruce, 59 Spruce, 63 Spruce, 78 Spruce,
and 85 Spruce was Deller Professional Services for $56,400.00. This is listed as a motion
under new business.

Solicitor Mueller reviewed Act 57 of 2022 which amended Pennsylvania’s Local Tax
Collection Law allowing the waiver of late penalties and other charges that accrue for unpaid
real estate taxes, as long as certain criteria are met. This would be in effect for 2024.

Chairman Meanor discussed the circumstances that led up to discussions regarding a
regional ambulance authority. The Commissioners need to appoint two delegates to form an
exploratory committee to form a regional ambulance authority. Chairman Meanor made a
motion to appoint Jamie Nee and Manager Rockwell to the exploratory committee. All were
in favor, with Commissioner Erb abstaining, motion carried.

Commissioner Bengel asked about Resolution No. 1972 regarding the wage scale
amendment. He was advised that this was discussed during the executive session on May
28, 2024. The Resolution was reviewed as presented and Exhibit A was reviewed.

Correspondence

None
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Departmental Reports
Reports were provided to Commissioners from the following departments: Engineer, Police,
Zoning/Code Enforcement, Public Works, and Administration.

New Business
1. Motion was made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to approve the
bills payable for May 2024 in the amount of $262,180.56 as per the submitted warrant list.

All in favor, motion carried.

2. Motion was made by Chairman Meanor, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to approve the
minutes from the Commissioners Meeting held on May 28, 2024. All in favor, motion carried.

3. Motion was made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to adopt
Resolution No. 1970 to create an exploratory committee for the formation of a regional
ambulance authority. All in favor, with Commissioner Erb abstaining, motion carried.

4. Motion was made by Commissioner Erb, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to adopt
Resolution No. 1971 establishing requirements for the tax collector to waive charges
assessed for unpaid Township Real Estate Taxes due to the failure to receive a real estate
tax bill. All in favor, motion carried.

5. Motion was made by Chairman Meanor, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to adopt
Resolution No. 1972 amending the wage scale for 2024 as per Exhibit “A”. All were in favor,
with Commissioner Bengel abstaining since he was not present for the discussion, motion
carried.

6. Motion was made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to recommend
the bid for the Blight Removal Program, 2022-BRP-035, be awarded to Deller Professional
Services on the basis of their low bid of $56,400 as per the engineer’s recommendation. All
in favor, motion carried.

Old Business
None

Commissioner Comment
None

Public Comment
Bill Godfrey, 20 Walnut Street, gave a report on the activities sponsored by NTCA for this
summer. He thanked Dave Rankin from Faith Community Partnership for sponsoring the food
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program and hopes to team up on other initiatives. Mr. Godfrey thanked the Public Works
Department for addressing the vandalism so instantly.

Paul Rutkowksi, 2604 High Street, spoke regarding his concerns with tall grass and people not
stopping at the stop sign on High Street. Mr. Rutkowski reported issues with potholes and
speedbumps and was directed to speak with PennDOT regarding Freeport Road. Mr. Rutkowski
expressed his concern regarding the recent shooting in Sheldon Park and hopes that it can be

addressed.

Michael Klein, 136 Randolph Drive, questioned fi the Board had authorized Commissioner
Dizard to make inquiry regarding Citizens Ambulance Service finances. Chairman Meanor
responded with no. Resident Klein expressed concern with Commissioner Dizard and the new
authority. Chairman Meanor commented that Commissioner Dizard will not be part of the
authority. Commissioner Bengel commented that he was not one hundred percent briefed on
the situation. Commissioner Dizard commented that he stands chastised, and that the situation
will not happen again. Chairman Meanor commented that in the future he wants there to be
communication with the other board members before any steps are taken so that everyone is on

the same page.

Tom Leyland, 94 Garfield Street, is pleased that 63 Garfield is finally cleaned up and will be
going back on the market; the Public Works department does a pristine job taking care of the
park. Resident Leyland commented that he and others are mowing grass and taking care of the

area.
Resident Leyland noted that there is finally a Board that works together and that there are so

many good changes to the Township.

David Rankin, 2343 Rambler Drive, applauds the response of the police. He would like to
explore the idea of an animal welfare location for strays and vaccines and wants to collaborate
with the school district, the Township to investigate what can be done.

Adjournment

With no further business a motion was made by Commissioner Erb, seconded by Commissioner
Nee to adjourn at 6:50 p.m. All in favor, motion carried.
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