July 22, 2024
Public Hearing and Regular Meeting
Harrison Township Board of Commissioners

The Public Hearing and Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
was called to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 P.M. by Chairman Meanor. Roll call
indicated the following present: Commissioner Gary Meanor, Commissioner Jamie Nee,
Commissioner Charles Dizard, and Solicitor Emily Mueller, Commissioner James Erb,
Commissioner Eric Bengel and Manager Amy Rockwell were absent. Solicitor Mueller stated
that a quorum was present.

Public Comment on Agenda ltems

None

Public Hearing on Ordinance 2019 and Ordinance 2021

Solicitor Mueller opened the hearing with an explained the reasoning for the Public Hearing.
The proposed Ordinances would permit the keeping of chickens as an accessory use for
occupied, single-family dwellings in the R-1, R-2, R-3, V, and S-1 Zoning Districts and impose
certain requirements pertaining to that use, and the second would establish short-term rental
units as a conditional use in the R-1, R-2, R-3, V, and S-1 Zoning Districts and impose certain
requirements pertaining to that use. Solicitor Mueller asked for questions and comments from
the audience. A man asked if the short-term rentals included AirB&B. Solicitor Mueller said that
yes the ordinance includes that type of short term rental and Solicitor Mueller continued by
explaining what Conditional Use means, that under Zoning all uses must be permitted
somewhere and that by specifically addressing a use that the Board is able to control the
location. The man asked if the ordinance was available for review to which Solicitor Mueller
advised that the legal advertisement included verbiage that the ordinance was available to view
at the Township Office and that it was not available on-line since it was only a draft. Sonya
Hantz from Natrona questioned what the amendments are for the current chicken status.
Solicitor Mueller explained that currently chickens are only permitted as agriculture and that this
ordinance would permit chickens in single-family residences as an accessory use with certain
criteria being met such as 40,000saq. ft. lot, no roosters, it cannot be used for commercial
purposes and requirements of how the chickens are kept. Resident Hantz expressed frustration
with the limitations of the ordinance and claimed that it was too restrictive, especially for the
Natrona section of the Township. Chairman Meanor commented that at when this ordinance
was first discussed at a public meeting that multiple people expressed to him that they did not
want chickens in their neighborhood. Solicitor Mueller explained the process is to create an
ordinance that balances both sides. Commissioner Nee commented that residents are able to
apply for a Variance if they cannot meet the qualifications of the ordinance. Resident Hantz
expressed her belief that her human rights were being violated with this ordinance. The Public
Hearing was closed at 6:24 p.m.



July 22, 2024

Regular Meeting

Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Page 2

Agenda Discussion

Chairman Meanor discussed that the current accounting software package and the two
proposals received to replace the current software as the current system will no longer be
supported. GWorks purchased Freedom Systems this year and is offering a proposal to change
to their software. Accufund has also provided a proposal for their accounting software.

Chairman Meanor discussed Ordinance 2020 Amending The Harrison Township Code Of
Ordinances, Chapter 13, Licenses, Permits And General Business Regulations, By Adding
A New Part, Part 11, Short-Term Rental Properties, Requiring A Permit, Establishing
Permit Application Requirements, Establishing Procedures For Denial And Issuance Of
Permits, Providing For Transfers, Assignments And Renewals Of Permits, Establishing
Grounds For Nonrenewal, Suspension And Revocation, And Establishing Violations And
Penalties. Solicitor Mueller explained that this ordinance worked in conjunction with the
other short-term rental ordinance in that once the conditions are satisfied with the zoning
requirements that this ordinance gives “police power” with inspections and permitting
process; the Board has discussed these requirements already.

Correspondence

The Township received a letter from Allegheny County that stated the Harrison Hills Leaf
Compost Facility’s 1%t Bi-Annual Inspection Report was enclosed and that the facility passed the

inspection.

Departmental Reports

Departmental reports were not available.

Solicitor Mueller said that she should have given the following information during the Public
Hearing and it is that the County has reviewed both zoning ordinances and did not return any
comments only that they were consistent with what they have seen in other county
municipalities.

New Business

1. Motion made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to approve the bills
payable for June 2024 in the amount of $362,510.82 as per the submitted warrant list. All in
favor, motion carried.

2. Motion made by Chairman Meanor, seconded by Commissioner Nee acknowledge that
Officer Cory Rezak successfully completed the probationary period of employment with the
Harrison Township Police Department on July 2, 2024, and with the recommendation of
Chief Brian Turack Officer Rezak shall be retained as a full-time police officer. All in favor;

motion carried.
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10.

Motion made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to ratify purchase
and installation of a camera system for the Natrona Park from Secure Technical Solutions
Inc. for $14,450.00 utilizing grant funding received for said purchase. All in favor; motion
carried.

Motion made by Chairman Meanor, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to approve the
purchase of SpeedAlert 24 Radar Messaging Sign from All Traffic Solutions Inc. for
$19,129.02 utilizing grant funding received. All in favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to approve Pay
Application No. 1 from A. Liberoni, Inc. $107,990.78 utilizing grant funding received for said
purpose. Allin favor, motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to adopt the
Crossing Guard job description, Resolution No. 1973, and advertise for part-time crossing
guard. Allin favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Chairman Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to adopt Ordinance No.
2019 Harrison Township Short-Term Rental Zoning Ordinance An Ordinance amending the
Harrison Township Code of Ordinances, Chapter 27, Zoning, to CREATE A short-term rental
USE, PERMIT SAID USE as a conditional use in the R-1, R-2, R-3, S-1 and V Zoning
Districts, ESTABLISH certain requirements pertaining to such use, and PROVIDE for certain
defined terms in connection therewith. All in favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Chairman Meanor, seconded by Commissioner Nee to adopt Ordinance
No. 2020 Harrison Township Short-Term Rental Non-Zoning Ordinance An Ordinance
Amending the Harrison Township Code of Ordinances, Chapter 13, Licenses, Permits and
General Business Regulations, by adding a new part, Part 11, Short-Term Rental
Properties, requiring a permit, establishing permit application requirements, establishing
procedures for denial and issuance of permits, providing for transfers, assignments and
renewals of permits, establishing grounds for nonrenewal, suspension and revocation, and
establishing violations and penalties. All in favor: motion carries.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to adopt Ordinance
No. 2021 Permitting keeping Chickens as Accessory Use to single family dwellings located
in the R-1, R-2, R-3, S-1, and V zoning districts. All in favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Chairman Meanor, seconded by Commissioner Nee to purchase
accounting software from AccuFund in the amount of $8,340.00. All in favor; motion carried.

Commissioner Comment

None
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Public Comment

Russ Corsi, 102 Opal Court, requested the Board to review his denied Handicapped Parking
Permit Application explaining that the only way for his sister to be transported is via wheelchair
van and requires travel through the yard to the street and that their neighbor often parks in front
of their residence at the one level spot of the yard. Solicitor Mueller stated that the Board would
review the information and make a decision at the next Board Meeting.

Carol Mass, 1145 Parkside Dr. Brackenridge, asked the Board if they would be able to assist
her with the sinkhole on Mile Lock Lane as Brackenridge has told her they could not. Chairman
Meanor stated that the roadway is a state roadway, that the Township is not able to perform any
repairs, that speaking with a state representative would be helpful, and to have the state
representative contact the Township and Brackenridge.

David Fine, 1031 First Avenue Brackenridge, asked the Board to consider removing the stop
sign at 61 North Canal Street; the heavy trucks make you feel like they are going to come
through the house and the cross street, Kunhert St., has very little traffic coming out.
Commissioner Nee commented that she had already spoken with Manager Rockwell about this
and she said that a traffic study would need to be done. Solicitor Mueller commented that any
time you add stop signs or speed humps that it must be supported by a traffic study.
Commissioner Dizard commented that we should support that, and Commissioner Nee agreed
with him. Mr. Fine thanked the Board for their consideration.

Michael Kline, 136 Randolph Drive, asked if there were any updates from the representative of
the Plaza and said that he found out the plaza is listed for sale. Chairman Meanor commented
that at the representative’s last visit he indicated that he would return in the 4" quarter to
provide an update. Commissioner Nee asked when he had seen it listed and Resident Kline

responded that he saw it 2 days earlier.

Tom Leyland, 94 Garfield Street, asked the Board if they could help the residents with the
raccoons in Natrona and that they were overrun with them. He also asked if someone would
contact the County since both Springhill and Argonne Drive have tall grass.

Adjournment

With no further business a motion was made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by
Commissioner Dizard to adjourn at 6:54 p.m. All in favor, motion carried.

ATTEST TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON »

Gary Meanor, Chairman
Township Manager Board of Commissioners



