August 20, 2024
Agenda Meeting
Harrison Township Board of Commissioners

The Agenda Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order
with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 P.M. by Vice Chairman Nee. Roll call indicated the
following present: Commissioner Jamie Nee, Commissioner Charles Dizard, Commissioner
James Erb, Commissioner Eric Bengel, Solicitor Emily Mueller, and Manager Amy Rockwell.
Chairman Meanor was absent.

Public Comment on Agenda ltems

None

New Business

1. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard; seconded by Commissioner Bengel to approve the
Pylon Sign Request for ALDI located at 4024 Freeport Road as per the Engineer’s letter of
recommendation stating that the request meets the criteria in Chapter 27, Part 3, §304.13,
Pylon Signs for approval. All in favor; motion carries.

2. Commissioner Nee opened discussion on the letter from Chief Turack recommending that
Officer Ryan Signorella be released from his probationary period and retained as a full-time
officer. Manager Rockwell stated that the vote would occur at Monday’s meeting.

3. Commissioner Nee opened discussion on the letter from David Hester, 5231 Veterans Lane
requesting a turning arrow from Northbound Freeport Road to Veterans Lane by the YMCA.
Manager Rockwell asked the Board if they wanted to consider Freeport Road overall as a
corridor for improvements as previous discussions have included pedestrian crosswalks,
and a timing study on traffic signals, that each of these intersections were originally
evaluated as a standalone intersection; and there is no coordination with timing which could
enhance traffic flow and potentially stop people from jumping off Freeport Road to avoid
signals. Additionally, Manager Rockwell said that the Township would need to prepare an
RFP for a Traffic Engineer as NIRA does not offer this service; have the traffic study
completed which would provide the means for a long-term safety plan for that corridor and
the ability to seek grant funding for implementation. Commissioner Erb stated that upgrades
especially with cross walks would be good. Commissioner Bengel stated that he was not
certain anything was needed at Veterans Lane as he drives it every day. Commissioner
Dizard stated that he thought he wanted a signal on Freeport Road for Veterans Lane.
Commissioner Bengel questioned the markings near the War Memorial. Manager Rockwell
advised that PennDOT is reviewing the intersection and the pedestrian cross walk in that
area and is asking the Board if next week’s agenda should include an RFP for a Traffic
Engineer who would put together a proposal of what a traffic study would cost timing,
lighting, safety and upgrades. Commissioner Erb suggested that the Board recommends
that he contact the state. Manager Rockwell commented that the state will respond that a
traffic study needs to be completed. Commissioner Nee commented that we could do the
RFP and advise him to contact the state with the request. Manager Rockwell commented
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that the state would advise him that the Township must complete a traffic study. The Board
concurred that for the cost of advertising seeing RFP would be a good idea and said that it
should be added to the agenda for Monday.

4. Commissioner Nee opened discussion on the appeal from Lorraine Corsi regarding the
denial of an application for handicapped parking at 102 Opal Court which did not meet the
Township Ordinance, and that the Board needs to decide whether or not to update the
Ordinance. Manager Rockwell commented that the Board needs to add to the ordinance
that the Board can have the ability overrule the denial based upon ADA requirements.
Commissioner Erb commented that her only route from her property is through the yard.
Commissioner Bengel questioned the denial since the Zoning Officer noted that she could
not exit her yard via the walkway or garage because of steps. Commissioner Nee
commented that the Zoning Officer was required to deny the application because of the
wording of the Ordinance. Commissioner Nee further commented that updating the
Ordinance should be added to the agenda for Monday, and that the following item is then
also covered. Manager Rockwell commented that there is an additional address that was
denied last year and would be included with the revised ordinance and that the resident
would be notified as the Zoning Officer still has the information on file.

5. Commissioner Nee commented that the appeal from Richard Whitcroft, 1505 Neely Street
which did not meet the Township Ordinance was included as part of the discussion of the
last item on the agenda.

6. Manager Rockwell advised that she has calculated the Minimum Municipal Obligation for the
non-uniform pension plan, the actuary calculated the MMO for the uniform pension plans,
and the Township is required to adopt these prior to the end of September so they will be on
the agenda for Monday to adopt and then they will be in the 2025 Budget.

7. Commissioner Nee commented that the MOU with Teamsters Local 249 is looking at
changing the language of the contract to allow for 12 (twelve) hour shifts if the Chief so
desires. Manager Rockwell stated that this would be a vote for Monday, and redefines the
shift from an 8 hour day to a 12, it would redefine the language for “Paid Time Off’ so that
they would have a balance of “hours” not “days;” nothing in here is designed to create an
additional benefit to the officers; it is cost neutral to the Township and the benefits remain
the same regardless if they work 8 or 12 hours. Commissioner Dizard commented that this
is cost neutral. Commissioner Erb questioned if the Chief provided the union members vote
numbers. Manager Rockwell stated that it had been unanimously approved for the
language in the MOU. The Chief will set the schedule, and the Chief will dictate the
schedule. Commissioner Nee questioned if the Chief would have the ability to switch back
to 8-hour shifts. Manager Rockwell cited the document paragraph that states it is a
“provisional trial basis.” Commissioner Bengel questioned if this would be applicable to the
contract agreed upon in 2023 through 2026. Manager Rockwell commented that it does not
provide an additional benefit but just clarifies the language. Commissioner Bengel
commented that if anyone would not be in favor of the 12-hour shift that they could vote “no”
Manager Rockwell commented that the 12-hour shift would be up to Chief Turack and how
he would like to schedule the officers. Commissioner Bengel questioned why this had not
been worked into the bargaining for the current contract. Manager Rockwell commented that
when they were discussing the current contract that each party agreed to have continuing
discussion on this topic after the contract was signed. Commissioner Nee commented that it
would be cost neutral to which Commissioner Bengel disagreed. Commissioner Bengel
noted that he has seen nurses and doctors in hospital situations after a 12-hour shift and



August 20, 2024

Agenda Meeting

Harrison Township Board of Commissioners
Page 3

believes it to be too much for an officer who is required to make split-second decisions, that
a 10-hour shift might be more agreeable for him. Commissioner Nee commented that she
understands what he is saying that her experience in the hospital environment showed that
people chose to work the 12-hour shifts for more days off and time to recover.; and that it
will be added to the agenda for a vote.

8. Commissioner Nee commented on the discussion of the status of 1510 Neely Street and the
potential condemnation of the property. Manager Rockwell explained that Code
Enforcement has been citing and the District Magistrate has been fining the property owner
for several years now; the Building Code Official could condemn the property easily, but the
Township is then responsible for the cost of demolition; unlike another recent condemnation,
this property owner is not fighting the condemnation. Commissioner Dizard questioned if the
demolition would also be part of the agenda item for Monday to which Manager Rockwell
replied that that question would come before the Board at a later date.

9. Commissioner Nee started the discussion of the Resolution for emergency repair of the
collapsed sanitary sewer on Mack Street from manhole 21 to manhole 20. Manager
Rockwell commented that there is a collapsed sanitary sewer; Public Works has been able
to keep it flowing but the collapse has the ability to create sinkholes and therefore
emergency repairs are needed. Manager Rockwell also stated that she is asking the Board
to vote on the Resolution on Monday to engage the contract for repair at an estimated cost
of $69,500.

10. Commissioner Nee handed the discussion of the proposed Open Records Policy to
Manager Rockwell. Manager Rockwell stated that most municipalities have this policy on
their website but cannot find a policy for the Township; she forwarded a draft policy to the
solicitor who said that it looked good. Manager Rockwell explained that this would establish
continuity to the requests, outline requirements to be completed on the form and not allow
“anonymous” requests and requires payment upfront for copies before the request is
processed. Commissioner Nee commented that this will be on the agenda for Monday.

Old Business
Motion made by Commissioner Dizard; seconded by Commissioner Bengel to hire Charles E.
Haines Il as a Crossing Guard at a rate of $15.35 per hour. All in favor, motion carries.

Commissioner Comment

Commissioner Bengel commented that Harbison Street looks good and was well overdue for
the work, the Radion property looks good now too, but there are still places with high grass that
he mentioned two months ago. Manager Rockwell commented that Code Enforcement is
working on the areas and one owner who normally reacts quickly to the notice refuses to return
calls or sign violation letters.

Commissioner Erb asked if there were overruns on Harbison Street. Manager Rockwell
commented that yes there are some but the quote came is so much less than the grant received
for the project that the overages should still be close to breaking even; there were issues with
old gas lines not being properly filled when abandoned so work had to be done to them so that a
sufficient base could be applied.
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Public Comment

Bill Godfrey, 20 Walnut Street, commented that last week was the last of the summer
educational program and it seemed like the best year ever. He cannot thank Dave Rankin
enough for the free lunch program. Also thanked Fun and Freedom for their four public picnics
and their Backpack Event which 50 backpacks, school supplies, shoes and articles of clothing to
Natrona children. The Grable Foundation came to see the program this year and advised him
that they will walk his application through next year. He is donating a 1957 zoning map and a
1950’s photo of the police. Natrona Comes Together needs to have a public meeting and he is
considering forming a committee of residents to identify the worst areas and clean it. Fun and
Freedom is having its 13" Annual Renewing Natrona One Day Mission Project, and he is going
to post the event so that maybe more volunteers will come out. Commissioner Bengel asked
about the status of the Boathouse. Resident Godfrey commented that he has spoken with the
owner and knows they are working on plans; that a house on Pine Street was purchased and
flipped which seems to be happening more in the area. Commissioner Nee commented that
houses on Spruce Street are being demolished too. Resident Godfrey commented that the
summer program renewed his hope for the children in the area. Commissioner Nee commented
that Chief Turack did receive a grant to do cameras down there, so it is in process. Manager
Rockwell commented that they were on site already and installation might be as soon as
Thursday.

Tom Leyland, 94 Garfield Street, commented that he started a program, and it is starting to
“snow ball” where residents, including former Commissioner Lilly who uses his riding mower,
mow grass on empty lots that need it; that the empty lots once mowed tend to not have garbage
thrown onto them. Commissioner Nee commented that as soon as she saw a Facebook post
about the trash that she contacted Manager Rockwell and discovered that no one had
complained to the Township office. Resident Leyland commented that people complain but do
not come to meetings, but this is the most proactive Board the Township has had in the past 20
years; they might not all agree but they all work together for Harrison Township. He also stated
that Allegheny County did come out and do Springhill Road.

Manager Rockwell commented that there was an error on the website that listed the meeting at
7 p.m. and that the folks who had just entered the meeting should be allowed to speak and ask
guestions. Commissioner Nee agreed and asked if they had any questions or concerns. They
did not.

Adjournment

With no further business a motion was made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by
Commissioner Bengel, to adjourn at 6:59 p.m. All in favor, motion carried.

ATTEST TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON

Amy Rockwell Jamie Nee, Vice Chairman
Township Manager Board of Commissioners



