
August 26, 2024 

Regular Meeting 

Harrison Township Board of Commissioners 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order 

with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 P.M. by Vice-Chairman Nee. Roll call indicated the 

following present: Commissioner Jamie Nee, Commissioner Charles Dizard, Commissioner 

James Erb, Commissioner Eric Bengel, Solicitor Emily Mueller, and Manager Amy Rockwell. 

Chairman Meanor was absent. 

 

Public Comment on Agenda Items 

Russ Corsi for his sister Lorraine Corsi of 102 Opal Court.  He has submitted an appeal for the 

denial of the handicap parking permit as she has no other way to leave the property.  

Commissioner Nee commented that the item is on the agenda for tonight. 

Vice-Chairman Nee read a prepared statement from the Board of Commissioners in regard to 

the tragic incident on North Canal Street last week. 

 

Correspondence 
David Hester – requesting turning arrow Northbound Freeport Rd at Veterans Lane 
Irene Comperatore – requesting a turning arrow Northbound Freeport Rd at Veterans Lane 
Faith Colen – concerns about the lack of sidewalks on Freeport Road and the traffic lights  
being in sync 

Lorraine Corsi – appealing decision on application for special purpose parking zone 

Richard Whitcroft – appealing decision on application for special purpose parking zone 

 
 
Departmental Reports 
Reports were provided to Commissioners from the following departments:  Engineer, Police, 
Zoning/Code Enforcement, Public Works, and Administration. 

 

 

 

New Business 

1. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Bengal to approve the 

bills payable for July 2024 in the amount of $370,486.43 as per the submitted warrant list. 

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Motion made by Commissioner Erb, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to approve the 

minutes from the Commissioners Meeting held on June 24, 2024 and July 22, 2024. All in 

favor, motion carried. 
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3. Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Commissioner Dizard, to acknowledge 

that Officer Ryan Signorella successfully completed the probationary period of employment 
with the Harrison Township Police Department, and with the recommendation of Chief Brian 
Turack Officer Signorella shall be retained as a full-time police officer.  All in favor; motion 
carried. 

 

4. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Erb to authorize the 
Township Manager to advertise a Request for Proposals for engineering services.  All in 
favor; motion carried. 

 

5. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Erb to recommend to 
the Allegheny Valley North Council of Governments approval to award the apparent low bid 
for CDBG Year 49 ADA Sidewalk Ramp Improvements to Ron Gillette for $29,828.00. All in 
favor; motion carried. 

 

6. Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Commissioner Dizard, to adopt 
Resolution No. 1974 ratifying the contract with State Pipe Services, Inc. for $69,500.00 for 
repairs to the sanitary sewer main along Mack Street.  All in favor; motion carried. 

 

7. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, second by Commissioner Bengel, to adopt 
Resolution No. 1975 a Concurrent Resolution formally requesting a grant from the 
Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County for the Olive Avenue Storm Sewers Upgrade 
Project. All in favor; motion carried. 

 

8. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Bengel, to adopt 
Resolution No. 1976 a Concurrent Resolution formally requesting a grant from the 
Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County for the N. Meadow Street Sanitary Sewers 
Upgrade Project. All in favor; motion carried. 

 

9. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Erb, to adopt Resolution 
No. 1977 a Concurrent Resolution formally requesting a grant from the Redevelopment 
Authority of Allegheny County for the Maple Ave Pump Station Replacement Project.  All in 
favor; motion carried. 

 

10. Motion made by Commissioner Erb, seconded by Commissioner Dizard, to authorize Final 
Payment to A. Liberoni, Inc. for Randolph Drive for $33,042.78.  All in favor; motion carried. 

 

11. Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Commissioner Dizard, to authorize 
Payment Application No. 2A to A. Liberoni, Inc. for Harbison Street Construction for 
$223,812.79 utilizing grant funding received for said purpose. All in favor; motion carried. 

 
12. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Bengel, to authorize 

Payment No. 6 to Pride Masonry, Inc. for Little Bull Creek Sanitary Sewer Upgrades for 
$37,267.84 utilizing grant funding received for said purpose.  All in favor; motion carried. 

 

13. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Bengel, to authorize the 
solicitor to draft an amendment to the Township Codified Ordinances Chapter 15 Motor 
Vehicles and Traffic, Part 4, General Parking Regulations.  All in favor; motion carried. 
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14. Motion made by Commissioner Erb, seconded by Commissioner Bengel, to approve the 

appeal for a Special Purpose Parking Zone located at 102 Opal Court.  All in favor; motion 
carried. 

 

15. Motion made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Erb, to approve the appeal 
for a Special Purpose Parking Zone located at 1505 Neely Street.  All in favor; motion 
carried. 

 

16. Motion made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Dizard, to adopt 
Resolution No. 1978 Acknowledging the Minimum Municipal Obligations to the Township 
Uniform and Non-Uniform Pension Plans for 2025.  Tally vote:  Commissioner Erb – yes; 
Commissioner Dizard - yes; Commissioner Nee - yes; Commissioner Bengel – no.  Motion 
carried. 

 

17. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Erb, to approve the 
Memorandum of Understanding with Teamsters Local 249.  Tally vote:  Commissioner Erb – 
yes; Commissioner Dizard - yes; Commissioner Nee - yes; Commissioner Bengel – no.  
Motion carried. 

 

18. Motion made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Bengel, to approve 
Resolution No. 1979 establishing the Township of Harrison’s Open Records Policy.  All in 
favor; motion carried. 

 

19. Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Commissioner Nee to accept the 
donation from VFW to maintain the memorials.  All in favor; motion carried. 

 

20. Commissioner Bengel questioned the status of the installation of a dry hydrant at the WWII 
Memorial.  Nick College responded that HTWA had been waiting for parts and should begin 
installation within 2-3 weeks and plans to address his board about donating some water or 
funds toward the upkeep of the monument. 

 

**August 26, 2024 Agenda Addendum** 

 

21. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Bengel, to add to the 
agenda Resolution No.1980 the Winter Maintenance Services Agreement with PennDOT.  
All in favor; motion carried. 

 

22. Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Commissioner Dizard, to adopt 
Resolution No. 1980 authorizing the Winter Maintenance Services Agreement with      
PennDOT.  All in favor; motion carried. 
 

 

Old Business 

None 

 

 

Commissioner Comment 

None 
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Public Comment 

Jack Howard, 40 N. Canal Street, has seen cars speeding, jumping the curb and even driving 

through the grass over the years he has lived here. He commits to slowing traffic down even if it 

ends up with citations or going to jail. The stop sign coming down from Springhill is very faded.  

He believes that stop signs should be added and speed humps because cars are going too fast. 

David Fine, 61 N. Canal Street, concurs with his neighbor that speed bumps and a lighted stop 

sign is needed. 

Tom Leyland, 94 Garfield Street, believes there are not enough speed signs posted and not 

even watch children signs. 

Commissioner Bengel commented that is not something that has ever been ignored; things do 

change when we bring it up and wants the police to continue to monitor the situation and 

appreciates it when residents continue to express their concerns; as neighbors we have to do 

our part too.  Commissioner Nee commented that it is appreciated when residents speak up and 

know that they are heard.  Commissioner Dizard commented that all municipalities are in the 

same boat and are not permitted to use radar guns which limits the speed control arrest/citation 

opportunity. 

Jim Gezo, 1209 Cambridge, asked why the Township is not utilizing SavyCitizen with events 

and if there are any updates on the Comprehensive Plan.  Manager Rockwell commented that 

when people send events they get posted and the updated township website will work with 

SavyCitizen more effectively.   Commissioner Nee commented that the board should probably 

consider reviewing the Comprehensive Plan.  Commissioner Bengel questioned what the 

Resident’s question is about the Comprehensive Plan as it is adopted and enforced. Solicitor 

Mueller commented that generally the Comprehensive Plan is a guide that you refer to when 

certain land use related items come before the Township for both the Board of Commissioners 

and the Planning Commission; it is not a law but a guide.   

 

Adjournment 

With no further business a motion was made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by 

Commissioner Dizard to adjourn at 6:39 p.m. All in favor, motion carried. 

 

ATTEST      TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON 

 

________________________________               ___________________________________ 
Amy Rockwell      Jamie Nee, Vice Chairman 
Township Manager     Board of Commissioners 
 


