November 18, 2024
Regular Meeting
Harrison Township Board of Commissioners

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order
with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 P.M. by Chairman Meanor. Roll call indicated the following
present: Chairman Meanor, Commissioner Jamie Nee, Commissioner Charles Dizard,
Commissioner James Erb, Commissioner Bengel, Solicitor Emily Mueller, and Manager Amy
Rockwell.

Public Hearing

Solicitor Junker introduced himself as an attorney with the law firm of Babst - Calland and is
serving as “conflict counsel” this evening and then opened the hearing for Proposed Ordinance
No. 2022 amending Chapter 27, Zoning, to change the zoning map by rezoning to the B-1
District a parcel of land presently zoned R-1 and located at 1705 Freeport Road, designated as
block and lot No. 1519-F-32. Solicitor Junker then entered 14 items into evidence for the
Township’s records and are as follows: the application; Planning Commission meeting minutes
for 9/3/2024 and written recommendation written 9/4/2024; Board of Commissioners meeting
minutes from 9/23/2024; transmittal email and letter to Allegheny County Economic
Development dated 9/24/2024; transmittal email to Planning Commission dated 10/4/2024;
Planning Commission agenda and meeting minutes for 10/7/2024; transmittal email to
Allegheny County Law Library with a copy of the proposed ordinance; transmittal email to
Allegheny County Chief Clerk with a copy of the proposed ordinance; Personal Notice Letter
dated 10/16/2024 to Harrison Township Water Authority and Jacques and Jacques, Attorney at
Law; Comment Letter from Allegheny County Economic Development dated 10/17/2024; photos
of the property posting; Public Hearing Advertisement and Notice of Intent to Enact from the
Valley News Dispatch and that ran on 10/20 and 11/6/2024; Zoning Ordinance Section 507
titted Amendments; and Ordinance No. 2022. Cory Jacques Siri of the law firm Jacques and
Jacques represented the applicant and commented that the building has been used in
commercial ways by the Water Authority for many years and had always believed it was zoned
for commercial use; Highland Tire is interested in purchasing the building since it is so close to
its established business. Commissioner Bengel questioned the address and asked if it was
actually on Freeport Road. Chairman Meanor commented that it is actually 1705 Rear Freeport
Road. Commissioner Bengel asked if that address would need to be changed. Commissioner
Erb commented that the quarterly bills definitely reads 1705 Rear Freeport Road. Solicitor
Junker commented that the application block and lot number are more important for the county.
Manager Rockwell commented that the County’s 911 addressing system lists the address as
1705 Freeport Road. Commissioner Bengel then questioned if any business could move into
there to which Solicitor Junker commented that this hearing was not about approving expansion
of automotive services or anything else in the space simply changing the zoning map for this
one particular parcel.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Erb to adopt Ordinance No.
2022 amending Chapter 27, Zoning, to change the zoning map by rezoning the B-1 district a
parcel of land presently zoning R-1. Tally vote: Commissioners Nee, Commissioner Bengel,
Commissioner Dizard and Commissioner Erb all vote in favor; Chairman Meanor abstained from
voting. Motion carried.

Hearing closed at 6:12 p.m.
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Correspondence

Civil & Environmental Consultants sent an adjacent municipality notification of application for an
unconventional well application for Allegheny Township.

Current Hydro LLC sent a filing of notice of intent CW Bill Young Lock and Dam Hydropower
Project.

United States Bankruptcy Court sent notice of sale, bidding, auction, and sale hearing for Big
Lots.

Departmental Reports
Reports were provided to Commissioners from the following departments: Engineer, Police,
Zoning/Code Enforcement, Public Works, and Administration.

New Business
1. Motion made by Commissioner Erb, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to approve the bills

payable as of November 15, 2024, in the amount of $224,230.95 for all funds as per the
submitted warrant list. All in favor; motion carried.

2. Motion made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to approve the
minutes from the Commissioners Meeting held on October 15, 2024, and October 28, 2024,
and the Budget Workshops held on October 10, 2024, and October 16, 2024. All in favor;
motion carried.

3. Motion made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to approve the
Cost-Sharing agreement for Legal and Subject Matter Counsel on EMS Authority formation
memorialized as Resolution No. 1992. Tally vote: Commissioner Meanor, Commissioner
Nee, Commissioner Dizard, Commissioner Bengel all voted in favor; Commissioner Erb
abstained from voting; motion carried.

4. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to approve
Ordinance 2023 amending Chapter 15, Motor Vehicles and Traffic. All in favor; motion

carried.

5. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Erb to advertise and
post the proposed budget for 2025 for adoption on December 16, 2024. Commissioner
Bengel commented that the public really needed to view the budget and attend the next
agenda meeting to have discussion on it; he further commented that a few people have
come to the agenda meetings but not to the magnitude he believes this community should
be. Tally vote: Commissioner Meanor, Commissioner Nee, Commissioner Dizard,
Commissioner Erb voted in favor; Commissioner Bengel voted against; motion carried.

6. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to advertise
Ordinance No. 2024 establishing the 2025 Real Estate Tax Rate. Commissioner Bengel
questioned if this was about the milage rate and what it could become. Manager Rockwell
commented that it is currently 5.106 and would change to 5.606. Solicitor Mueller
commented that this is only to advertise and that the vote on the budget and the tax rate will
be next month. Tally vote: Commissioner Dizard, Commissioner Nee, Commissioner Erb
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and Commissioner Meanor all voted in favor; Commission Bengel voted against; motion
carried.

7. Motion made by Chairman Meanor, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to ratify the
Volunteer Firefighter Tax Credit Applications. Tally vote: Commissioner Meanor,
Commissioner Dizard, Commissioner Nee and Commissioner Begel all voted in favor;
Commissioner Erb abstained; motion carried.

Commissioner Comment

Commissioner Bengel questioned why an email from Citizens Hose was not listed under
correspondence. Manager Rockwell advised that the email was a follow-up from their
presentation at the October 16 budget meeting. Commissioner Bengel again expressed his
desire that correspondence from fire departments should be brought up at agenda meetings for
discussion, and that the community needs to attend these meetings especially since the
equipment is aging. Commissioner Nee commented that the fire department had given a very
good presentation and that the Township now needs to consider a direction for the future.
Commissioner Dizard commented that in addition the DCED report that is expected to arrive
shortly needs to be considered for future direction.

Commissioner Dizard commented that 26 trees were planted last Wednesday and 16 were
planted in Brackenridge.

Commissioner Nee wanted to make an important note that it has been 22 years since the tax
milage has increased as we look at the things being funded for next year and that fire, EMS and
police have not been cut.

Public Comment

Bill Godfrey, 20 Walnut Street, is president of the non-profit Natrona Comes Together
organization for almost 20 years. He is being awarded $4,500 from United Way and then
granted another $4,500 in materials from Lowe’s both of which will be used for fencing at the
community garden that was decimated by deer; Fun and Freedom’s Christmas Celebration with
gifts for the children is open for signups until November 301"

Commissioner Nee commented that she is getting the holiday lights working in Natrona Park
again.

Jim Erb, Citizens Hose EMS Supervisor, in light of the discussion about the Authority and EMS
he commented that two Mondays ago that EMS responded to a cardiac call in Natrona and the
person was able to walk out of the hospital three days later; the company was looking at how to
celebrate this when last Thursday in another 8 hour shift EMS had two cardiac arrests and
where both patients should be walking out of Allegheny General Hospital within the next 3 days;
bringing someone back does not happen often so having three within eleven days; the first
responders include volunteers and police officers too.
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Tom Leyland, 94 Garfield Street, commented that he will be appalled if anyone protests a 1/2mil
increase for the first time in 22 years; the Township is being run very frugally, very businesslike;
losing money on property appeals and a shopping plaza that is essentially dead; if someone
wants to complain they should come to a meeting and learn how well things are running; he
applauded the Board and the Manager and noted that things are being kept track of now.

Adjournment

With no further business a motion was made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by
Commissioner Nee to adjourn at 6:31 p.m. All in favor, motion carried.
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