January 27, 2025
Regular Meeting
Harrison Township Board of Commissioners

The Regular Meeting of the Harrison Township Board of Commissioners was called to order
with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 P.M. by Chairman Meanor. Roll call indicated the following
present: Chairman Meanor, Commissioner Jamie Nee, Commissioner Charles Dizard,
Commissioner James Erb, Commissioner Bengel, Solicitor Mueller, and Manager Amy
Rockwell.

Agenda Discussion
Manager Rockwell advised that Commissioners Nee and Dizard, Friends of the Riverfront
and she interviewed the applicants for the Natrona Trailhead Project Consultant. All bids
received were less than $30,000.

2. Manager Rockwell advised that the Civil Service Board is proposing two changes to the Civil
Service Regulations.

3. Manager Rockwell advised that the tax assessment appeal settlement with ATI, Inc. at 102
River Road includes years 2022,2023,2024 and 2025. Highlands School District has already
approved the settlement.

4. Manager Rockwell advised that there are two capital purchases for the police department.
One is the purchase of two cars which has been included in the budget and the second is the
purchase of Motorola radios which is included in the LSA Grant award.

5. Chairman Meanor commented that the board members should have the applications for the
open seats on various boards and commissions.

6. Commissioner Dizard commented on the request for Allegheny River Development
Corporation to pass a resolution in support of their mission and initiatives, and expressed his
thoughts on the economic impact that this non-profit organization could provide with their
efforts.

7. Manager Rockwell commented that after the last meeting there were questions about the
Mosaic Trail donation; she has answered the questions to the Board and is looking for further
guidance.

Correspondence
Snyder Brothers, Inc. provided Adjacent Municipality Notification for Murphys Bottom well

notification for 1H,2H,3H and 4H.

Departmental Reports
Reports were provided to Commissioners from the following departments: Engineer, Police,
Zoning/Code Enforcement, Public Works, and Administration.

New Business
1. Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Commissioner Erb to approve the bills

payable as of January 24, 2025, in the amount of $311,789.22 for all funds as per the
submitted warrant list. All in favor; motion carried.
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2.

10.

11.

12.

Motion made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to approve the
minutes from the Commissioners Meeting held on December 10, 2024 and December
16,2024. All in favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to accept the
proposal from GAIl Consultants for the Natrona Trailhead project funded by the DCNR Grant
award. All in favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Bengel to adopt
Resolution No. 1997 Amending the Rules and Regulation of the Civil Service Commission
Section 306 General Qualifications — All Applicants. All in favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to approve the tax
settlement for property located at 102 River Avenue, Block and Lot No. 1224-D-265-004. All
in favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Commissioner Erb to approve the
purchase of two police interceptors from Laurel Auto Group for $44,480.00 each from the
Police Capital Fund. All in favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Chairman Meanor, seconded by Commissioner Nee to approve the
purchase of Motorola Radios from Bearcom for $54,002.30 for the LSA Equipment Grant.
All in favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Chairman Meanor to appoint George
Conroy to the Vacancy Board serving a 1-year term that expires the first Board of
Commissioners Meeting in January 2026. All in favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Erb to appoint Julia
Strzesieski to the Recreation Board to serve the remaining two years of an open position
that expires the first Board of Commissioners Meeting in January 2027. All in favor; motion
carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to appoint Austin
Burchell to the Recreation Board to serve a five-year term that expires the first Board of
Commissioners Meeting in January 2030. All in favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Nee, seconded by Commissioner Dizard to appoint Michael
Tutasko to the Zoning Hearing Board to serve a three-year term that expires the first Board
of Commissioners Meeting in January 2028. All in favor; motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to appoint William
Heasley to the Harrison Township Water Authority Board to serve a five-year term that
expires the first Board of Commissioners Meeting in January 2030. All in favor; motion
carried.
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13. Motion made by Commissioner Bengel, seconded by Commissioner Nee to appoint Jeff
Sims to the Civil Service Board to serve a six-year term that expires the first Board of
Commissioners Meeting in January 2031. All in favor; motion carried.

14. Motion made by Commissioner Dizard, seconded by Commissioner Nee to adopt Resolution
No. 1998 Supporting the Goals of Allegheny River Development. All in favor; motion
carried.

15. Motion on the donation of the Mosaic Trail is tabled.

Public Comment

Jolene Chapman, 2865 North Meadow Street, asks the Board to review the Ordinance and
amend it so that she no longer needs to deal with her neighbor’s parking choice of obstructing
access in and out of her driveway; she told the Board about the confrontations they have had
and that as a tax payer she should have more rights than a renter. Chairman Meanor asked if
she could provide contact information so that the Police Chief can reach out to her.
Commissioner Bengel asked if the township had any ordinance that addressed this. Manager
Rockwell advised that it is in the Vehicle Code. She went on to say that she is not able to park
her 28 camper in the driveway; that if someone hits the neighbor’s car an investigation will be
opened, and it will be discovered that it is “premeditated.” Commissioner Bengel assured that
the Chief would look into it and later encouraged her to send an email to her commissioner (Jim
Erb) so that it does not get overlooked.

Bill Godfrey, 20 Walnut Street, Natrona Comes Together has a 20" anniversary this year and
the original members are talking about commemorating the anniversary by adding an exercise
machine or play station that older kids could use to the park; he is asking the Board how to
proceed. The Board advised that he should gather information about the location in the park
etc. and make a presentation to the Board. Mr. Godfrey also advised that funding would not be
requested from the Township. A grant application has been applied to the Grabiel Foundation
for the summer education program; funding was approved via a grant to place deer fencing
around the community garden and asked if a permit would be required. Solicitor Mueller
advised that he should check with the Zoning Officer.

Tom Leyland, 94 Garfield Street, appealed to the Board to seriously consider the Mosaic Trail
as it is the only access to Veterans Way other than by the autobody shop.

John Kesecki, 300 Eisenhower Drive, questioned the status of funding for a new engine for
Citizens Hose especially with a three-year lead time. Chairman Meanor commented that
information is being garnered and that it is not being ignored.

Greg Kushner, 1326 Broadview Boulevard, concerned about the increasing amount of potholes
on Freeport Road between the new funeral home in Brackenridge and Walmart. Manager
Rockwell commented that it is a state road and is aware that it is scheduled to be repaved in
2026. Solicitor Mueller commented that because it is a state road, only the state can work on
the roadway. Commissioner Erb commented that contacting your State Senator and State
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Representative are the best options for state road issues. Manager Rockwell stated she would
provide him with contact information after the meeting.

Adjournment

With no further business a motion was made by Commissioner Erb, seconded by Commissioner
Nee to adjourn at 7:04 p.m. to Executive Session. All in favor, motion carried.
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