
 
Sanitary Sewer Lateral Replacement 

Harrison Township, Allegheny County 

 
For a typical residential replacement of an existing sanitary sewer lateral in Harrison Township, Allegheny 

County, Pennsylvania, the work generally involves coordination with Harrison Township Public Works, 

the Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) Plumbing Program, and, where applicable, the Upper 

Allegheny Joint Sanitary Authority (UAJSA). Harrison Township's codified ordinances specifically address 

sanitary lateral repairs and replacements. 

Chapter 18 Sewers and Sewer Disposal Harrison Township Code of Ordinances 

 https://ecode360.com/14922873#14922873 

 

1. Items and materials typically required 

The replacement should be designed and installed in accordance with the current Allegheny County 

Plumbing Code/Health Department requirements and Harrison Township's sanitary-sewer standards. The 

exact pipe size, material, slope, fittings, cleanouts, trap, and connection details should be confirmed with 

Allegheny County Plumbing before construction. 

Depending on the portion being replaced, the project may require: 

• New sanitary sewer lateral pipe and approved fittings/couplings. 
• Connection to the existing sewer main, using an existing wye where one is available. 
• An approved connection detail if a new connection to the main is necessary. 
• Required cleanouts and access points. 
• A vented trap, cleanouts, and inspection stack where required by the extent of replacement. 
• Proper bedding and backfill. 
• Restoration of the lawn, sidewalk, driveway, or pavement disturbed by the excavation. 
• Temporary measures to maintain sanitary service during construction, if necessary. 
• Utility locating/marking before excavation. 
•  

Please refer to the Harrison Township Standard Details. 
 

Harrison Township states that if more than 50% of the total lateral length is replaced, the lateral must be 

upgraded to current requirements for a vented trap, cleanouts, and inspection stack. A 

complete replacement must conform to the applicable County Health Department regulations and 

Township. https://ecode360.com/32503599 
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2. Allegheny County plumbing permit and inspection 

A sanitary lateral replacement is a plumbing alteration, so the Allegheny County Health Department 

Plumbing Program should be involved before work begins. ACHD states that residential and commercial 

plumbing projects require a plumbing permit and that the plumbing plan must be approved before 

plumbing work starts. A final inspection is required.  

The contractor/property owner should therefore plan for: 

• Plumbing permit application. 

• Plumbing plan showing the building sewer/lateral, connections, materials, and relevant fixtures. 

• ACHD plan approval before starting. 

• Required ACHD inspections during the work. 

• Final ACHD inspection and approval. 

ACHD currently allows plumbing permits and plans to be submitted through its Citizen Access Portal.  

https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Services/Health-Department/Plumbing-Program 

 

3. Harrison Township sanitary sewer approval/inspection 

Harrison Township requires all sanitary sewer lateral installations, repairs, and replacements to comply 

with Township standards. The Township also requires inspection of the lateral work by the Allegheny 

County Health Department Plumbing Division, while the connection to the Township's public sewer main is 

inspected by Harrison Township Public Works.  

The Township requires a Sanitary Sewer Connection Application & Permit, which is located under Public 

Works forms on the township website, www.harrisontwp.com. 

It is therefore advisable to submit the sewer connection application and coordinate the main-line 

connection with Public Works 724-224-5540. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Services/Health-Department/Plumbing-Program


 

4. Street opening permit — if the lateral is in the street/right-of-way 

If replacing the lateral requires excavation in a Township street, alley, or other Township right-of-way, 

a Street Opening Permit is required before excavation. Harrison Township expressly requires a permit for 

an opening or excavation in or under a Township street.  

The street-opening application may require: 

• Location of the excavation. 

• Description of the proposed work. 

• Contractor information. 

• Permit fee. 

• Restoration information. 

• A performance bond. 

• Certificate of insurance naming the Township as an additional insured. 

 

If the road is owned by an entity other than Harrison Township, please contact those owners either 

Allegheny County https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Projects-and-Initiatives/Public-Works/Road-and-Bridge-

Permits , or PennDOT https://www.pa.gov/services/penndot/apply-for-a-penndot-highway-occupancy-

permit for their road opening requirements.  

 

5. Sewer authority coordination 

Harrison Township's sanitary sewer connection paperwork incorporates both the Township and the Upper 

Allegheny Joint Sanitary Authority, which serves Harrison Township as part of its regional wastewater 

system.  

Upper Allegheny Joint Sanitary 

https://uajsa.com/ 

For a replacement of an existing lateral, rather than a new sewer connection, the exact 

UAJSA approval/fee requirements should be confirmed based on the property and existing connection. Do 

not assume that a new tap fee applies to a simple replacement. 

 

6. Utility locating 

Before excavation, the contractor should submit a PA One Call request to have underground utilities 

marked. This is particularly important when the lateral crosses a street or utility corridor. ACHD also directs 

property owners to call 811 before work involving building sewers/drains. https://www.pa1call.org/ 

 

 

https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Projects-and-Initiatives/Public-Works/Road-and-Bridge-Permits
https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Projects-and-Initiatives/Public-Works/Road-and-Bridge-Permits
https://www.pa.gov/services/penndot/apply-for-a-penndot-highway-occupancy-permit
https://www.pa.gov/services/penndot/apply-for-a-penndot-highway-occupancy-permit
https://uajsa.com/
https://www.pa1call.org/


 

7. Inspections and sequencing 

A practical sequence is: 

1. Determine the exact portion of lateral to be replaced. 

2. Obtain a camera inspection, if useful, to establish the location and condition of the existing lateral. 

3. Contact Harrison Township Public Works before cutting or excavating. 

4. Submit the required Harrison Township sanitary sewer application. 

5. Have the licensed plumbing contractor prepare and submit the ACHD plumbing plan/permit. 

6. Obtain ACHD approval/permit before starting plumbing work. 

7. Obtain a Harrison Township Street Opening Permit, or proper road owner, if the work enters 

the public street/right-of-way or the owner of the street on which the work enters. 

8. Call PA One Call before excavation. 

9. Excavate and expose the existing lateral and sewer-main connection. 

10. Coordinate the sewer-main connection inspection with Harrison Township Public Works. 

11. Complete the lateral installation in accordance with the approved plans and Township standards. 

12. Obtain the required ACHD inspection(s), including final inspection. 

13. Complete approved backfill and restoration of the right-of-way/property. 

14. Obtain final approval/closeout of the applicable permits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For a normal full sanitary lateral replacement from a house to the Township sewer main, plan for three 

primary approvals/permits, subject to confirmation for the particular property: 

Item Responsible agency When needed 

ACHD Plumbing Permit/Plan Approval 
Allegheny County 

Health Department 
Lateral replacement/plumbing alteration 

Sanitary Sewer 

Connection Application/Permit & 

Main Connection Inspection 

Harrison Township / 

Public Works 

Sewer lateral work and connection 

to public main 

Street Opening Permit Harrison Township 
If excavation is in a 

Township street/alley/right-of-way 

UAJSA coordination 

Upper Allegheny 

Joint Sanitary 

Authority 

Confirm based on existing connection 

and whether the project is a 

replacement or new connection 

PA One Call 
Pennsylvania utility-

locate system 
Before excavation 

The most important point is that the exact permit package can depend on whether the replacement is 

entirely on private property or extends into the Township right-of-way, and whether the 

existing connection to the sewer main is being reused or replaced. Harrison Township specifically places 

responsibility for the lateral from the building through the connection to the sewer main on the 

property owner.  

For current forms, Harrison Township's Forms & Applications page lists both the Sanitary Sewer 

Connection Application & Permit and Street Opening Permit Application. https://harrisontwp.com/forms/ 

 

https://harrisontwp.com/forms/

